
Arise and Shine
     (Is

aiah 60:1)

S
T.

 T
H

O
M

A
S

 D
IO

C
E

S
E

 O
F 

C
H

IC
A

G
O

Souvenir

NATIONAL CONVENTION
H O U S T O N  2 0 1 9

Syro Malabar National Convention Houston 2019  
Souvenir



USA - Letter 8.5x11 inch-Eleganza.ai   1   9/18/18   5:55 PM



1

On March 13, 2001, Saint John Paul II established 
the St. Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic Diocese of 
Chicago. Mar Jacob Angadiath was appointed as the 
first bishop of the diocese and received his episcopal 
consecration on July 1, 2001 during the Syro Mala-
bar Convention. Subsequently, Pope Francis appoint-
ed Mar Joy Alappatt as the auxiliary bishop of the di-
ocese on July 24, 2014. It is heartening to look back 
and realize that over the last eighteen years, our dio-
cese has grown in strength and numbers to over 40 
parishes and 40 missions across the United States.

SMNC 2019 at Houston was the seventh Syro Mal-
abar National Convention of the diocese. It aimed to 
bring together St. Thomas Syrian Christians from all 
over the United States to reflect on our past, discuss 
our present and envision our future. This event was 
a great success with wide range of sessions and 
events, to promote the understanding and practice 
of our liturgy, faith and culture of our community. In-
deed, the convention has significantly helped to pro-
vide a deeper understanding of our Syrian Christian 
heritage that we received from St. Thomas the Apos-
tle, and to examine ways and means by which we can 
continue our faith journey in the years to come here 
in United States. The Convention provided a unique 
opportunity for our members to extend their network 
beyond own parishes and local communities through 
various events and interactive discussions.

The organizing committee of this Convention would 
like to express our sincere appreciation for your ac-
tive participation and contributions that were made 
during this Convention. It was a one of its kind mem-
orable event for all of us.

SYRO MALABAR
NATIONAL CONVENTION houston
ST. THOMAS SYRO MALABAR
catholic DIOCESE OF CHICAGO

INTRODUCTION

1

His Holiness Pope Francis
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THEME

For the 2019 Syro Malabar National Convention in Houston, we carefully knit to-
gether the Logo to incorporate the past, present and future realities of the Syro 
Malabar Catholic faith in the United States.

The St. Thomas Cross stands central, boldly declaring the roots of our faith in Ker-
ala. It embodies the journey of Mar Thoma Nazranis from the Land of the Lotus, to 
the diverse soils in which we are planted. The Cross stands firm on the American 
Flag, representing the soil of our present reality, where we have been grafted to live 
and sow the seeds of Mar Thoma Margam. Above the Flag and the Cross, rises 
the Sun, calling to mind the theme of our convention “Arise & Shine” (Isaiah 60:1).

Through this Logo, we hope to communicate our deep pride in our Catholic herit-
age, a love of the land we now call our home and our calling to rise up to evange-
lize. This would be following in the footsteps of St. Thomas who did the same for 
our ancestors on the verdant Malabar Coastlands.
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Message

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
It is with immense joy that I welcome all the families, priests, and the religious of the St. Thomas Syro Malabar 
Diocese of Chicago attending the National Convention being planned from August 1-4, 2019 at the Hilton Americas 
Hotel and George R. Brown Convention Center in Houston. On this very auspicious occasion, I would like to express 
my sincere gratitude to both the laity and the religious of the Diocese of Chicago for their collaborative efforts in plan-
ning this convention. In addition, I am deeply appreciative of the able leadership of the Vicar of St. Joseph Catholic 
Forane Parish in Houston and the parishioners’ dedication to hosting this convention in their city.  
 
It is heartening to know that over four thousand Syro Malabar parishioners are expected to participate in this con-
vention. I extend my warmest greetings to all of you who have come from across the United States of America to 
participate for more than three days in all of the organized programs.  
 
With over 80 parishes and missions currently within the Diocese of Chicago, this convention is an opportunity for all 
of us to reflect on and be grateful for all the blessings that God has showered on us. This is also a fitting occasion 
to celebrate our success in building strong, faith-filled Syro Malabar parish communities across the United States 
of America. 
 
An occasion like this should be more than a celebration or a venue of entertainment. It should be a time  for mature 
reflection on the nature of our contribution to the Church in the United States. The world is looking for guidance 
especially at a time when technological advances are drawing people away from the values of the Gospel. The Syro 
Malabar Church should become a vehicle for strengthening the faith not only of the faithful who belong to our Church 
but also of other Christians in the country. The laity has a significant role in shaping the future of the Church. I am 
reminded of the following words of Cardinal Newman which are relevant in our times too: “I want a laity… who know 
their religion, who enter into it, who know just where they stand,… who know their creed so well that they can give 
an account of it… I want an intelligent, wellinstructed laity.” Holy Father, Pope St. John Paul II speaks in the same 
vein in his Post synodal exhortation called Chrstifideles Laici: “The Church encourages the lay faithful to live our their 
belonging to the particular Church while at the same time assuming an ever increasing ‘Catholic Spirit.’” 
 
Conventions and gatherings of the faithful should become occasions for spiritual growth, intellectual vitality and 
evangelical zeal. The young generation should feel that the Church is with them, walking beside them and offering 
them the comfort of hope, peace, and joy that the Risen Lord wants them to experience.  
 
In fitting with the theme of the convention: “Way of Thomas, Way to Holiness, Arise and Shine,” let us rededicate 
ourselves and our families to be beacons of Christian faith amongst our local parish communities and beyond. I wish 
and pray that your dedicated, faith-filled efforts will help spread Christ’s message of selfless love and fellowship in 
this great country, now and in the years to come. May God bless you all! 
  
 

George Cardinal Alencherry  
Major Archbishop of the Syro Malabar Church 

Mar George Cardinal Alencherry
Major Archbishop of Syro Malabar Catholic Church 
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Mar Jacob Angadiath
Bishop of St. Thomas Syro Malabar  
Catholic Diocese of Chicago

Dear Very Rev. Neduvelichalumkal and Parishioners,  
 
Glory to God in the highest! Amen.  
 
I am glad to write this note to the organizers and participants of the 7th Syro Malabar National Convention to be 
held in Houston, Texas on August 1-4, 2019. This convention has a special significance because it has been a 
long time since our last convention. Hence, it is my hope that this convention will not take so long to convene.  
 
The purpose of the Syro Malabar Convention is to gather all the faithful from the parishes/missions of our 
Church. Since our diocese extends throughout the United States of America, it is very important for us to 
gather publicly, celebrate the Divine Liturgy, preach the Word of God, share the cultural talents of our children 
and youth, and participate in educational formation through lectures and breakout sessions for discussion at all 
levels and in the presence of our dignitaries. The participants will always cherish this Convention experience. 
The Convention Committee can be proud of the wonderful gathering of our faithful and all the work that they 
have put into making this convention a reality.  
 
“Arise and Shine” is the theme of our reflection. This prayer will enable us to “follow the path of St. Thomas” 
and lead us to holiness. Ultimately, every celebration, gathering, or event is intended to seek holiness and thus 
be united with Jesus. Communion with the People leads to communion with the Lord.  
 
Active participation of our children and youth in this convention is very important. It is our hope and prayer that 
our next generation will be able to take on the responsibility of building our future community from what they 
have learned through these conventions. Let us encourage our children to be more visible in our community 
events and take on the responsibilities of building our Church.  
 
I take this occasion to thank our Auxiliary Bishop Joy Alappatt (the General Convener), Very Rev. Fr. Kuri-
an Neduvelichalumkal (the Convener), Mr. Alexander Kudakkachira (the Chairman), members of the various 
committees, sponsors, and all the participants for all their hard work put into organizing the programs. Let us 
also be grateful to all those who have been praying for the success of this convention and to all those who 
supported this convention in one way or another.  
 
My prayerful wishes for the Souvenir Committee Members in publishing this souvenir and for the timely par-
ticipation of the convention registrants.  
 
Yours sincerely in the Lord,  

Mar Jacob Angadiath 
Bishop
St. Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic Diocese of Chicago

Messag
e
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Mar Joy Alappatt
Auxillary Bishop of St. Thomas  
Syro Malabar Catholic Diocese of Chicago

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
The 7th National Convention of the St. Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic Diocese of Chicago that will take place 
in Houston from August 1-4 at the Hilton Americas Hotel. This will be a significant event in the history of the 
Diocese. I am very grateful and appreciative to  the St. Joseph Syro Malabar Catholic Forane Parish for hosting 
the convention in Houston. I am excited to meet more than four thousand Syro Malabar members from around 
the country in the faith-filled city of Houston.  
 
It was a long-cherished ambition of the Syro Malabar people who migrated to America to have a diocese for 
fostering their ancient faith and traditions inherited through the Christ experience of St. Thomas the Apostle. 
The conventions held in previous years have helped in building and strengthening this particular Church com-
munity to grow in this country. It is a fact that the Syro Malabar people have enormous pride and enthusiasm 
about the history and the traditions of their faith, especially after the inception of St. Thomas Syro Malabar 
Catholic Diocese in Chicago. The faithful take real benefits from this Church today by being involved with the 
worship services, community fellowship, and catechism classes conducted in parishes and missions.  
 
“The Way of Thomas, the Way to Holiness” is the theme we have adopted for reflection during this convention. 
It is very fitting in our context to go to our roots and discover where we are now. It is time for us to recollect 
how we can “Arise and Shine” in this country. May this convention impart to you the spirit of our forefathers 
who have strenuously worked to keep our faith and share it with us. This convention is a fitting time for us to 
ignite the spirit of Apostolic fervor and strengthen the enthusiasm within our community to advance in our faith 
journey.  
 
May God bless you all,  
 

Mar Joy Alappatt 
Auxiliary Bishop 
St. Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic Diocese of Chicago

Message
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Messag
e

Rev. Fr. Kurian Neduvelichalumkal  
Vicar, St. Joseph Syro Malabar Catholic Forane Church, Houston 

Dear Convention Participants,  
 
 
This year, with the support and guidance of the St. Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic Diocese, St. Joseph Syro 
Malabar Catholic Forane Church of Houston is hosting the 7th Syro Malabar National Convention. It is a great 
honor for me as the Convener of this spiritual gathering to officially welcome all participants to this important 
event in our diocesan history. 
 
On March 13, 2001, Pope Saint John Paul II established the St. Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic Diocese of Chi-
cago and Mar Jacob Angadiath was appointed as the first bishop of the diocese. Subsequently, Pope Francis 
appointed Mar Joy Alappatt at the Auxiliary Bishop of the diocese on July 24, 2014. Over the last 15 years, 
our diocese has grown in strength and number to over 40 parishes and 40 missions across the United States. 
 
The Syro Malabar National Convention (SMNC) aims to gather St. Thomas Christians from all over North 
America to reflect on our past, discuss our present, and envision our future. This year’s SMNC is a stay-in 
event with a wide range of sessions, activities, and cultural programs. SMNC also seeks to provide a deeper 
understanding of our heritage received from St. Thomas the Apostle, and to examine the ways in which we can 
improve our journey going forward.  
 
I am hopeful that this convention will provide a unique opportunity for members of the Syro Malabar commu-
nity to extend their connections beyond their own parishes and cities through networking events, social events, 
and interactive discussion panels. We invite you to make the most of this convention and get to know your 
Church and community in a deeper way.  
 
God Bless,  
 

Fr. Kurian  Neduvelichalumkal  
Vicar, St. Joseph Syro Malabar Catholic Forane Church, Houston
Convener of the 2019 Syro Malabar National Convention



9

Message

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ

It gives all of us great joy and greater pride to be here in Houston, Texas for the 7th Syro Malabar National Con-
vention. 18 years of enormous growth and blessings for our Diocese….! It is the abundant grace of God, and 
our prayerful sacrifices and hard work under the amazing and humble shepherding of our beloved Bishops Mar 
Jacob Angadiath and Mar Joy Alapatt.  There are many success stories that can be adorned as golden feathers 
for our faith community; and yet, it is a time for us to appraise our past and present, and to plan for the future. 
This National Convention will provide a unique opportunity for us to get to know each other and pray together 
for our pressing needs, challenges and opportunities.

As St. John Paul II exhorted, we are living in a time where ‘the culture of death’ is celebrated! (Evangelium Vi-
tae). Technology and science is misused even to the extent of distorting creation and denying God!  The world 
around us is increasingly forcing us to be self-centered consumers, and the result being broken relationships, 
shattered families, orphaned and addicted children! Many of today’s youngsters prefer to live as non-religious, 
unmarried free birds, having no commitments. 

As our initial migrant generation is becoming older, it is high time that we empower our youth and young adults 
to take charge. They are our future! In his apostolic exhortation on Youth, Vocation and Discernment, Holy 
Father Pope Francis addressed the youth of the World “Christ is alive, and He wants you to be alive!” (Christus 
Vivit,1).  Through the various interactive youth sessions in this convention, and through the ongoing programs 
of Diocesan Youth and Family Apostolates, let us all ‘Arise and Shine’ to pass on the torch of our unique Syro 
Malabar Faith to future generations!

May God richly bless us all.

Fr. Paul Chalissery
Youth Convener
Syro Malabar National Convention Houston 2019

Fr. Paul Chalissery 
Diocesan Director, Youth & Family Apostolate Office 
for Vocations & Seminary Formation
Syro Malabar Catholic Diocese of Chicago
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Messag
e

Alexander Kudakkachira  
Chairman, 2019 Syro Malabar National Convention  

Dear Diocesan Families,  
 
It is a great honor and privilege for me to be the Chairman of the 2019 Syro Malabar National Convention held in 
the Hilton Americas Hotel and George R. Brown Convention Center in the great city of Houston. On behalf of the 
SMNC executive committee, I am pleased to extend my warmest greetings to all of you who have come from 
near and far to take part in this auspicious occasion.  
 
This convention provides a unique opportunity to foster our unity, strengthen our fellowship, and cherish our 
liturgical and spiritual richness empowered by our Syro Malabar Catholic faith and morals.  
 
With over 40 parishes and more than 40 missions, we have seen tremendous growth in our community from 
coast to coast. The hard work of generations of priests and you, the Syro Malabar community, have made all 
of this possible. The purpose of our convention is to continue to strengthen our engagement in the community 
and help facilitate the integration of our youth and new generation into leadership positions in our Church and 
society.  
 
The success of our community depends on our vision, attitude, and collaborative networking opportunities. 
Collaboration can provide entrepreneurs with a support system to assist in starting new and successful busi-
nesses as well as provide a venue to instruct our future leaders in civil society with moral and ethical values.  
 
The theme of the convention is “Way of Thomas, Way to Holiness, Arise and Shine.” Based on the theme, it is 
important to review our current living situation and recognize the adverse effects of the faithless and heartless 
secularism present in our society. Furthermore, we are called to reform our perspectives and norms in view of 
a bright future for our children, youth, and families. We all need to arise and shine above and beyond.  
 
I applaud all those who worked hard to make the convention a great success. Your efforts and team work help 
spread the message of God’s love and boundless mercy to individuals throughout our community.  
 
Thank you and God bless you all,  
 

Alexander Kudakkachira 
Chairman  
Syro Malabar National Convention Houston 2019
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Message
Dr. Paul Joseph Palakapilly
Secretary, Syro Malabar National Convention Houston 2019

Dear Syro Malabar Family:

The 7th Syro Malabar National Convention in Houston was a huge success due to the active participation of commu-
nities from all Parishes and Missions of our St. Thomas Diocese of Chicago. I was honored and privileged to serve as 
the Secretary of this Convention. I considered my role as a “calling” to facilitate our Diocese in bringing together Syro 
Malabar families spread all over this country. The planning for the Convention started first with Diocesan collaboration 
and then setting up teams to tackle every aspect of the Convention. An awesome group of many including the Diocesan 
Curia, Executive Committee, National Committee, Sub Committees and general volunteers worked together as one team 
to achieve our objective. 

Selecting the perfect combination of facilities which included Hilton Americas, George R. Brown Convention Center & 
Marriott Marquis proved crucial to accommodate almost 4000 participants. Early registration kickoffs at subsidized 
rates were successfully conducted at many Churches within our Diocese. The feedback from the community and survey 
results from youth and young adults were analyzed to meticulously plan the various events. The Convention started and 
ended with the Holy Qurbana, the cornerstone of our faith. Programs during the days covered many cultural, social and 
spiritual aspects of our community. One of the highlights of this Convention was the use of technology including Slido 
which was a huge hit because of the instant feedback from audiences attending the programs. Youth and young adults 
of our community stepped forward to create content and manage digital media showcased during the Convention. Media 
coverage by various news channels and live streaming of programs by Shalom TV broadcasted this convention to Syro 
Malabar families around the world.   

The participants at the Convention sensed an awakening especially among the young adult attendees who are the future 
torch bearers of this Diocese. The Syro Malabar community in this country is changing from an immigrant to a next 
generation community. Panel and Speaker sessions during the Convention identified areas of improvement that will help 
transform our community in the coming years. Family Apostolate of our Diocese has embraced “SyroMatch”, an event 
at the convention, as a new initiative for families with young adults searching for partners to get married. 

Let us embrace the theme of this convention and arise as a community in this country with the faith received from our 
Apostle St. Thomas. Shine out as beacons of hope and lead the way out of darkness for your light has come. Work 
together, grow, flourish and be holy because the glory of God is shining on you.

Sincerely in Christ,

Dr. Paul Joseph Palakapilly
Secretary
Syro Malabar National Convention Houston 2019
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Messag
e

Dear Diocesan Family,          

It is with great delight that we, the Souvenir Committee present this Souvenir to all participants and spon-
sors of the 7th Syro Malabar National Convention of the Diocese of Chicago that was hosted by St. Joseph 
Forane Parish in Houston from 1 August - 4 August 2019. This Souvenir is conceived as a memento and 
covers highlights of key program events, history and profiles of sponsoring parishes and missions as well 
as literary contributions from parishioners across the diocese.

I would like to take this opportunity to appreciate the over 4000 attendees who came from far and near to 
participate in the Convention and make it a great success. Indeed, this convention has been an occasion 
for the Syro Malabar faithful from across the diocese to get to know each other and to establish friendships, 
but also an occasion for our families including the young generation to discuss current challenges and 
opportunities and envision an aspirational future of networked communities spread across the length and 
breadth of America. 

I appreciate the collaborative efforts of the Souvenir, Event Management, Finance and Executive Committees 
for publication of the Souvenir.  I place on record the committed efforts of the Souvenir Committee members 
comprising of Jose Uthirakulathu, Chacko Kallukuzhy, Hendry Kunthara, Babu Thomas, Babu Chacko, Jose 
Vallavanatt and Mrs. Jansi Jose to effectively manage the various activities involved in developing, structur-
ing and collating contents to ensure timely publication of this Souvenir.

Kind regards,

M.K. Michael
Chairman, Souvenir Committee
Syro Malabar National Convention Houston 2019

M.K. Michael
Chairman, Souvenir Committee
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When I received a call from Fr. Kurian Neduvelichalumkal on April 29th, 2018 with an invitation to join the ex-
ecutive committee of the 7th Syro Malabar National Convention, little did I know what I was getting myself into.  
As the Event Coordinator for the 2019 Syro Malabar National Convention, I wanted to provide the community a 
detailed look at the events that led up to the 4-day convention in August. From the hard work and commitment 
of nearly 100 volunteer leaders who spent 1.5 years and contributed approximately 60,000 hours towards con-
vention planning and preparation to the nearly 300 volunteers who worked tirelessly during the convention itself, 
we were able to build both a memorable and sophisticated experience for all participants. 

As an executive leader in the energy industry, I have been a part of decisions that affect the lives of tens of thou-
sands of people and I believe that my experience helming projects of this nature is what led me to be considered 
for this role.  However, coordinating this project has been both the most challenging yet also the most fulfilling 
task I have undertaken. Even though, at the time, I did not fully understand the responsibilities of my role, I openly 
embraced the opportunity because I wanted to influence the next phase of growth for the Syro Malabar Church 
in this country. I left India when I was 21 years old and having spent the last 19 years here, I feel proud to call 
myself an American with an Indian heritage rather than simply identifying myself as just an Indian. As most of 
our youth and young adults feel the same, I envisioned this convention as an opportunity to create dialogues and 
discourses around the topic of the inter-generational cultural division in the American Syro Malabar community. 

The Planning Phase

The first Executive Committee meeting was on May 2nd, 2018 and while Fr. Kurian had assembled a very strong, 
enthusiastic, and capable team, it was clear that none of us had any experience in organizing an event of this 
magnitude. However, by the grace of God and collaboration from all, we established our objectives for the con-
vention:

 We wanted to maximize participation from across the diocese.

 We wanted a family-oriented conference, no separate conferences for youth and adults.  
  We coined the phrase – “One Convention, One Family.” 

 The programs for the convention should be planned to accommodate everyone. 

 The programs should address 4 areas: spiritual needs, social and domestic challenges faced by  
 families, networking opportunities and entertainment reflecting our cultural roots. 

After this meeting, I was given the task to develop the program framework and overall execution strategy. While I 
was driving home from that meeting, I started to reflect on my experiences during the Dallas and Miami conven-
tions. I was asking myself as to why I did or did not attend certain events and what was to be learned from the 
past conventions.  The realization that I did not know any of the past convention leadership team, let alone the 
fact that I did not have a network within the Syro Malabar community outside of my close-knit friends in Houston 

An ode to the hearts and minds behind SMNC 2019
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who happen to go to St. Joseph’s, also daunted on me at that time. How could I un-
derstand the pulse of our community and what they are really demanding in terms of 
content without a broad network? 

My immediate focus was to establish a connection with our youth coordinators and uti-
lize their networks through DYA and STAFF to launch polls to understand the pulse of the 
community. Two polls were launched with a participation of close to 700 people across 
the US; the results validated our four-legged stool strategy. The polling was also a marketing 
tool that gave potential participants a sense of involvement by being part of the planning process.

The results of the poll also made us realize that we have diverse demographics of people and we must address 
their needs individually throughout the convention. We debated at large and concluded that the demographics be 
broadly classified into – i) Juniors, ii) High Schoolers, iii) College Students, iv) Young Adults, v) Young Families, 
vi) Adults and vii) Seniors, with some overlap. We then decided that we would create a program structure that 
could cater to each of these demographics to promote attendance at the convention. This is how the idea of 
parallel tracks occurring simultaneously in multiple rooms for each demographic came to fruition. This allowed 
everyone the option to choose the events that were relevant to them. However, this idea was highly complex to 
execute and took a while to be fully supported unanimously by the leadership. 

While I was focused on program building, we also had to select the rest of the leadership team, fix the date for 
the convention and select the right venue. There was a lot of discussion on selecting the right leaders for the 
approximately 30 committees we had for SMNC 2019. Looking back at the main and extended leadership team, 
Fr. Kurian and his advisors chose the right group of people. It was not just about who was most capable of doing 
the job, it was about who could work together as a team and who could unite the team members.

Based on the preliminary convention feedback, we estimated the attendance would be roughly 3,000 individuals 
requiring a facility that could provide approximately 800 rooms and have an auditorium that could accommodate 
+3,000 people for common events. In addition, we also decided to cater food for the participants to increase 
flexibility and reduce expenses for participants while they were in Houston. For the venue, several creative ideas 
including leasing a cruise ship was considered – but this idea was dropped because of the lack of an auditorium 
to celebrate Holy Qurbana. After an extensive search, it was identified that only two facilities in Houston had 
the capability to handle 3,000 people and have the auditorium and convention space to accommodate all of the 
programs - the Marriott Marquis and the Hilton Americas. 

Once the accommodation was decided, we began to focus on the food. The saying in our meetings was – “If we 
get food and accommodation right; then everything else will fall into place.” Food and accommodation expenses 
were approximately 60% of the USD 1.6 million convention budget. The task force led by Joseph Manakalathil, 
Prince Jacob and James Viruthakulangara was meticulous and committed towards their goal of providing a 
gastronomical experience for the participants. The bidding process and criteria for the award of the contract was 
transparent and this led to a relatively easy decision towards short listing the right contractor. Considering the 
value of the contract and the risk involved, the intricate and professional approach that Joseph Manakalathil took 
in the bidding process and bid evaluation is something that we should all consider as a best practice going for-
ward towards evaluating any contracts in the future.  The first major decision that brought everyone together to 
the “One Convention, One Family” idea was regarding the Holy Qurbana. There was a strong desire among youth 
about the need for separate Holy Qurbana every day – one in English and one in Malayalam simultaneously hap-
pening at two locations. However, leadership took the position that even though we have cultural differences, we 
are one family and we should celebrate our the Holy Qurbana together. The conversation was about the need for 
the younger generation to have an appreciation for Holy Qurbana in Malayalam and to understand their parents’ 
traditions while the adults show willingness to be part of the new norm and cultural shift happening towards 
the future. A decision was finally made to have Holy Qurbana every day and to have opening Holy Qurbana in 
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Malayalam, followed by Holy Qurbana in English for the next two days and wrap up 
the convention with Malayalam Holy Qurbana on the last day. This decision truly set 
the tone for “One Convention, One Family” and every subsequent decision regarding 
the convention program planning. This also eliminated the idea of having a youth hall 

for youth programs and specific ‘youth’ Holy Qurbana. 

Several kick-offs to promote early registration were held around the diocese. Some loca-
tions had very encouraging results while others had some very discouraging outcomes. We 

realized that those who had attended previous conventions were enthusiastic about coming to SMNC 2019, 
but those who had not been to a convention were asking the question quite openly – “Why should we come 
for this convention?”  I remember one night, Paul Joseph, Sunil Kurian, Kavitha Joseph, Tharun Mathai, Mithul 
Kandathiparambil, Sonia Kurian and I sat down and brainstormed to find answers. The thoughts circled around 
being part of the bigger Syro Malabar family celebrating our faith and culture as well as community building. 
Several examples of having Syro Malabar roots becoming triggers for long lasting relationships with strangers 
were reflected upon. We also realized that this is an opportunity for Syro Malabar Christians in the US to come 
together and share how we overcome our individual spiritual, societal and professional challenges and learn 
from one another. It was also identified as an opportunity for the participants to connect with a broader com-
munity that shares common spiritual and cultural background and will serve as a platform to facilitate impactful 
and consequential personal and/or professional relationships. We decided to create a marketing narrative around 
this theme and make our pitches during convention kickoffs in parishes intertwined with our personal stories 
where our common faith as Syro Malabar Christians have been defining moments in relationships and/or life 
experiences. I remember my own reflection at the Coppell Church regarding my personal experience coming 
to the US as an immigrant student and how the Syro Malabar community of Houston became my home away 
from home to the extent that many have become family to me now. This was a pivotal moment for me as I was 
now also challenged to create a program framework that would inspire families to dedicate time and money to 
this convention. The mission was clear - create an unforgettable experience for the participants and help them 
connect with the Marthoma Margam; the union of our culture and faith.

With this new inspiration, I started tweaking the program again resulting to the creation of an outside Networking 
Mixer for Young Professionals. Additionally, we started to brainstorm what our community was missing, and 
concluded that we had plenty of retreats and spiritual talks, but rarely a forum to address the challenges in our 
family and society from an intellectual and transparent standpoint. As a result, we decided to add topics that 
would discuss sexuality (beyond the conventional Theology of the Body talk), divorce, mental illness, divisive-
ness in our society, etc… to be discussed openly so that we could create support groups.

Right Time, Right Place  - Building the Team

With the program framework nearly at 75%, Paul Chettan and I were invited to visit Chicago to present it to the 
Curia. This is when I got introduced to “Dr. Manoj”. I was informed that he was instrumental in framing the 
theme and that he would be heavily involved in shaping the program. To get to know him, I set up a call on my 
drive back from Dallas to Houston after visiting family. 20 minutes into the conversation, I had to pull over as my 
heart started panicking with the notion that we may not get along. Our conversation was focused on when the 
confessions were, when the adoration would start and which bishops and speakers from India were coming. 
There was minimal discussion about the social and entertainment aspects of the convention. I concluded that 
Dr. Manoj was thinking with his heart, followed with prayerful discernment, while I was taking the logical and 
practical approach. We spoke for a good 90 minutes and from where I stood, we couldn’t see eye to eye at all. 
But he insisted on saying – “Anish, we are thinking the very same” – even though, at the time, I had my reserva-
tions if we truly were aligned. Little did I know then that this man had a vision; the same as I had, and together, 
we would create a robust and thoughtful program for SMNC 2019. It all became clear when we sat down with 
the Curia on December 7th, 2018 and started talking about the various programs – Dr. Manoj, Paul Chettan and 
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Fr. Johnykutty Puleessery  were the vocal supporters for the outside networking event 
and masquerade ball. They were pragmatists and understood the pulse of our com-
munity. I realized that Dr. Manoj is a man of prayer and very practical when it comes 
to understanding the inter-generational challenges we face. His vision was to ensure 
that there was a spiritual element in everything that we did, and he challenged me to 
find ways to incorporate the theme of the convention into every event we planned. I left 
the meeting in Chicago with renewed energy and new-found confidence that Dr. Manoj and 
I were on the same page about how to make the convention a success.

Around this time, I also met a new personality – he insisted on knowing more and more about the convention and 
wanted to help. I had no idea what scope to give to him and what he was capable of. While I was visiting Dallas 
to spend some time with my cousin, he self-invited himself to my cousin’s house and we got to spend some 
quality time getting to know each other. I have to give him credit for his persistence and love for this Church. If 
not for his persistence, I don’t know how I would have fulfilled my responsibilities during this convention and as 
a bonus, I gained a brother. George came with experience and exposure from previous conventions and similar 
events organized by the diocese along with the lessons for improvement. I have often wondered whether he ever 
slept, especially considering the fact that his wife Dawnia had a newborn right around the time of convention on 
top of their 3 and 6 year olds. Dawnia, bless her heart for allowing George to spend so much time on so many 
late night four-way conference calls with Tharun, Mithul and I working on convention related issues.

From then on, I had a team of visionaries working on the program (Dr. Manoj, Dr. Paul Joseph, George Nellikun-
nel, Sonia Kurian and Kavitha Joseph). Charting parallel programs between 27 venues was not an easy task. 
Several variables needed to be considered and balanced; timing, proximity to the next event location for the 
demographics, facility capabilities and technical support, speakers for each topic, were just a few to mention. 
Sonia’s and Kavitha’s exposure in DYA leadership was instrumental in selecting our English speakers as well as 
the concert talent. Four more months of hard work and the final program was ready; we got the approval from 
the executive committee and Curia. Then came the challenge of communicating the program to the participants. 
We decided that we needed speaker bios and content briefs in order to provide people the context on what the 
topics were and why they would be motivated to attend. Little did we know at the time how complicated of a 
task it was to create the content and lay it out effectively into a program brochure. Thanks to Mithul’s creative 
skills, Tharun’s leadership and support and accommodation from the Souvenir Committee, we delivered the final 
product. I still remember those weeks where Rajeev Achan and Kurian Achan left Church around 11 pm, only to 
return at 8:00 am the next day while Mithul, Tharun and I were still in the trustee’s office working on the brochure. 

Creating the Experience 

Now that the program brochure was off to the printer, my focus shifted towards creating a unique participant 
experience. Often conventions turn out to be monotonous speeches and this time we wanted to change that and 
wanted to provide audience engagement for the speaker so that he/she could gauge the speaker’s pulse and 
adapt the session in real-time. The idea of “Sli.do” and limiting the talks to 20 minutes followed by 15 minutes 
of Q&A was a direct result of this. In addition, we started thinking about preparing the audience for each talk; the 
thinking was that, it’s not fair to send a speaker in front of a fresh audience coming into the hall after a coffee or 
a friendly chat without priming them for the gravity of the topic and to listen to the message with full attentive-
ness. This is where the idea of “Scene Setters” and introducing speakers with a personal reflection came about. 
Scene setters were either bible stories or real-world/personal stories that were related to the topic. The ambition 
to get the audience raw with personal stories truly created a challenge for the events team. The challenge was to 
identify the right person to introduce the speaker; someone who could truly personify the topic with experience 
or role modelling. Dr. Manoj and Kavitha Joseph played a key role in identifying the right person for speaker 
introduction from among the participants. The vision for this came to life and I felt personally moved when Tony 
Manakal introduced Jithin George, the speaker for mental health. It was truly a raw moment and an inspiration 
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for many to be open and be vulnerable and to share their personal challenges to the 
right people in our community for help and to build a support network. 

From the very beginning itself, I identified some events to be high risk towards execu-
tion including the Masquerade Ball, outside Networking Event, Dodgeball, Procession 

and the Cultural Program. A lot of attention and discernment went into selecting the 
leads for these events and looking back, without the right leadership, these events would 

not have been successful. Liza George, together with Ashley Joseph and Mereena Manakal, 
provided the vision and structure for the Masquerade Ball (attended by approx. 900 people) and the outside Net-
working Event (attended by approx. 300 people) made these huge successes. The Socials team, led by Liza for 
the youth and young adults, and by Basil Palackapilly for Adults and Seniors, was a new way for breaking ice the 
very first day of the convention and helped people mingle together. It is to be noted that the Masquerade ball was 
a charity ball and the event raised substantial contributions towards the cause of Domestic Abuse Awareness 
and Prevention as well as Mental Health Awareness.  

Organizing a Dodgeball tournament and delivering it within a stipulated time frame of 3 hours was no easy task. 
With approximately 250 participants, Christina Joseph aka. Krissy delivered it with her team and had a flash 
mob dance as the cherry on top. The Procession was always a challenge and we added more complexity to 
it by making it at 7:30 AM. Despite these challenges and the early time, the participation of over 3,000 people 
exceeded our wildest expectations. Sajini Thekkel and Jeetom Kadambatt delivered what we once thought nearly 
impossible. I still remember our earlier discussions and debates about the need for the procession and almost fi-
nalizing a plan to have a procession inside the hotel. But as we thought more about it, we decided to demonstrate 
our faith publicly through the streets of Downtown Houston. This decision was only finalized at the very end and 
many thanks to Tharun who took the initiative to jump through several hoops to get the permits for road closures 
and processions at the 11th hour. The first time Vinoth Joseph presented his plans for the cultural program, I was 
sure – he was the right man for the job. He was structured and organized with great communication skills that 
ensured his message and vision was properly transmitted to the recipients across various parishes. This skill 
was very important when it came to choosing parish cultural programs that needed to fit within a certain time 
window and integrating their content on the video wall. His leadership and teamwork resulted in a cultural show 
that lasted approximately three hours that displayed talents from across the diocese represented by thirteen 
individual parishes.

The main focus of our convention was on the spiritual and cultural aspects of our community. For that reason, 
prime focus was given to Holy Qurbana and the liturgy around it. The Liturgy team led by Shoji Thomas, Adora-
tion team led by Felix Jacob, Decoration team led by Salby Vincent and the Choir teams led by Kavitha Joseph, 
Daniel Chakkaramakkil and Sijo Jose under the guidance of Fr. Kurian and Fr. Rajeev, worked hard and prayerfully 
in delivering the unique spiritual experience that the participants felt during the convention. One of the many 
inspirational stories was the prayerful fasting the team did while building the altar.

From the very beginning of the planning, there was a vision to have an opening program that would be different 
than anything that had been attempted before. The idea was to have a program that connected our spiritual and 
cultural journey from the view of an immigrant family; incorporating the talents of St. Joseph’s parishioners 
among all demographics.  Fancymol Pallathumadom’s leadership was instrumental in delivering this along with 
the vision, storytelling skills and orchestration of Fr. Shaji Thumpechirayil. It was a challenging undertaking to 
orchestrate a program that was performed by nearly 350 participants of various ages that was spread into 
seven groups. Add on the complexity of simultaneous performance on three stages and the need of voice-over 
dialogue. This was truly an undertaking of epic proportions in terms of creativity, technological challenges and 
leadership. Fr. Shaji lived and breathed this program for several months and seamlessly stitched it together. We 
overcame the challenges of power cuts in India where the digital content for the program was integrated and it 
was only the day of the program, we had the final version edited and ready. I still fondly remember the last week 
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leading up to the convention where Shaji Achan was awake with us all night working 
on the integration of digital content. This was a true testimony for how God used 
the leadership and organizing team for the convention in delivering his plans for the 
convention. 

Handling the registration and collecting the fees from in excess of 1,500 unique regis-
trations that accounted for nearly 4,500 participants was a daunting challenge. The Regis-
tration team, under the leadership of Sunil Kurian and supported by Biju Mathew, executed an 
amazing job. Even with the challenges of having in excess of 50% registrations coming in as paper registrations 
without full details of the individual registrants, the team executed the vision with near perfection. As the program 
structure evolved and events got added, we realized that we needed a registration option including the ability to 
collect fees for special events (Outside networking event, Masquerade Ball, Dodgeball etc). Incorporating that 
into the registration system along with verification that the registrants to the events were actual convention reg-
istrants, was another task done well and a testament to the collaboration between team leaders. 

The leadership was always on a listening mode and that made us dream about new ways to deliver value to the 
participants. There it was; SyroMatch – a new project answering the requests from the participants. The lead-
ership provided by Sunil Kurian, Basil Palakapilly, Molly Nellikunnel, Pilomina Albert, Siby Pothen, Tom & Cissy 
Kunthara, Paul Joseph, Babu Mathew, Alexander K.C, Joseph Manakalathil and Fr. Paul Challiserry was instru-
mental towards delivering this product on the 11th hour. If not for Sunil Kurian’s tech savviness and readiness to 
say ‘Yes’ and his can-do attitude, this project would not have been successful.

One of the many success stories of this convention was the relatively high participation (~25%) for the con-
vention from the local parish (St. Joseph). This was a direct result of the leadership of Jose Kandathiparambil 
and his team. Another success story is that of arranging transportation to and from two different airports for 
approximately 2,000 visitors. The Transportation committee under the leadership of Gigi Olickal and Joji Jose 
executed this seamlessly with a relatively low budget. 

Another important task was related to providing a proper audio and visual experience to the participants. I cannot 
comment enough on the due diligence, work and planning the team led by George Kurian and Jerril Pulliyil did. I 
found it fascinating how God used people. Jerril was an executive committee member and resigned his position 
after a few months because of the time commitment constraints he had, to later being pulled into the Stage, 
Light and Sound Committee by Georgekutty Uncle. Looking back at it, it was as if God was saving his energy 
for a much bigger task. Their leadership ensured digital, audio and video support in approximately 8 stages si-
multaneously at any given time. Meticulous planning, commitment towards success, ownership mentality, great 
communication and collaboration was the mantra that led to this success. They spent hours together every day 
planning for weeks leading up to the convention. 

While my focus was on creating an experience for the youth, young adults, adults and seniors, there was a team 
of individuals working towards creating a special experience for the little ones. The team under the leadership of 
Sr. Agnes, supported by Soji Tom and Sabeena Roncy, was focused on creating the experience of a lifetime for 
our kids from Pre-K thru Grade 8. When it came to the little ones, we identified the risks very early on itself and 
the key risk was the security element as we were not in an exclusive location with full control of the premises. 
The safety and security of our little ones was our absolute priority along with giving them an experience of fun 
and formation. I especially commend this team and those who supported them in managing and engaging nearly 
500 kids with zero incidents. 

An event of this magnitude could not be executed without the help of strong-willed boots on the ground during 
the day of. That’s exactly what the function of our Reception and Hospitality committee led by Varghese Kallu-
vettamkuzhiyil, Hotel Accommodation committee led by Mathai Thomas, Controls & Compliance committee led 
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by John Palakkamattom, General Volunteers by Saji Simon, Security management 
by Sujith Thomas and the Crisis Management committee led by Jose Manakalathil 
served. Boy, did they have their hands full or what! The expediency in decision making, 
ability to understand risk and their pragmatic solution-oriented approach they brought 

through their leadership was the only reason why we were able to manage the challeng-
es we faced related to the hotel check-in on day one. There was a willingness to accept 

responsibility and communicate openly when needed, which helped the team to focus on 
the solution. This approach helped us towards resolving a major interface glitch that could have 

derailed the entire convention plans and schedule within an acceptable time frame. 

As mentioned earlier, nearly 75% of the participants were external to the Houston parish, while close to 60% of 
the participants came from out of state. This is a testament to the excellent marketing efforts spearheaded by 
Sunny Tom, Tharun Mathai and Mithul Kandathiparambil. I must also mention the commitment of our bishops, 
especially Bishop Joy Alappatt, who visited almost every single parish with committee members during the kick-
offs. 

How We Made it Happen 

An endeavor of this magnitude would not be successful without a proper foundation and executive leadership. 
From the very beginning, the financial challenges towards execution of this event was identified as a key risk. 
Our budget of USD 1.6 Million initially had a deficit of nearly USD 600,000 which was a true fundraising chal-
lenge to the finance committee chair and his leadership team but Bose Kurian, Babu Vennalil, John Babu and 
Biju George stepped up to the plate. With the support of Babu Chacko and Jacob Joseph in selling raffles, and 
George Panicker in managing accounts, this team raised the money in the form of business and individual spon-
sorships. Eventually, this teams’ collaborative work and planning ensured a deficit-free event, and this was the 
robust foundation that facilitated the delivery of an event of this magnitude. The executive leadership provided 
by Chairman Alexander Kudackkachira, supported by Vice Chairmen Babu Mathew and Joseph Manakalathil, 
was extremely important in ensuring the integrity of the theme for this convention. They guided the relatively 
younger blood with lesser experience to focus in line whenever our imaginations went wild. Whenever there were 
conflicts, they always helped us focus and keep our eye on the prize. It was not about individual wins, rather the 
focus was always on a team win delivering the “One Convention, One Family” vision. 

No good plan comes to fruition without checks and balances and proper follow-up. Paul Joseph as the secretary 
was instrumental in guiding the discussions and following up on actions. He had a firm understanding of the 
overall program, schedule towards the convention date, decisions to be made and the follow-up needed. Coming 
from a professional background, it was easy for me to work with him, and together we were able to guide the 
leadership and the immense talent of our team to chip the Himalayan task in front of us one tiny pebble at a time. 
Paul Chettan was always a voice of reason and has a solution-oriented mind. In many ways, he was my older 
brother and mentor throughout this journey and inspired me to rise above the occasion and constantly search 
within me the humility to look at the big picture towards answering a special call. 

An amazing feat of this convention was the digital reach we had. Only towards the very end we realized that 
people were watching the Shalom live stream and were engaging in Q&A’s through Sli.do. We identified that 
people were participating from all over the US as well as from Australia, Canada and India. This is a testament 
to the new reality and impact of digital media and tools, and our need to embrace them more holistically. I want 
to especially thank Joseph Varghese of Shalom World USA for making this a reality. 

One of the key challenges in putting together a program with parallel streams where participants can move 
between rooms based on their topic of interest was the need to maintain discipline on time. This led to the idea 
of creating a micro-schedule with such detail so that I as the event coordinator could have visibility on what 
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was taking place in each of the venues within a 5-minute accurate window. This was 
that final moment where the events committee was formed. The vision was clear, the 
schedule was laid out and now it was about execution. We needed people with project 
management, attention to detail and time management experience. This is where my 
team under the leadership of Jose Mathew and Lizzy Sojan as Room Manager leads, 
Melissa Tom as speaker coordinator with her speaker spiders making sure that speak-
ers were where they should be at any given time with their sli.do tech support, as well as 
speaker introducers checking in with Room Managers truly excelled. And how can I forget Sibil 
Mathew for being my right hand and Chief Sli.do Officer (CSO) in executing this vision of participant experience. 
Sibil’s organizational skills, agility in thinking and sense of humor were instrumental in creating participant en-
gagement through Sli.do during sessions. In addition she was a dependable leader to whom I could delegate key 
tasks when it came to crisis management from a program execution standpoint.

My relationship with George evolved over time and his contributions to the convention planning and execution 
were invaluable. He made time and prioritized convention related tasks that made significant impacts towards 
planning and execution. His contributions included support for editing the brochure, provided digital content for 
the video wall and reflections video, support with project management of the reflections video with Zeno, pro-
vided technical and SME for lighting/sound for the main stage, designed the lighting plot used for the main hall 
stage lighting along with its technical schematic, edited the program schedule with Dr. Manoj and I, provided 
the initial framework for Pro-Presenter files used for managing and creating the video wall content, overall co-
ordination of the program execution in the main hall, technical support for the masquerade ball, liaison between 
the AV Vendor and SMNC team, planning and support for the video wall and execution along with recruitment of 
Jerin and Delix. In short; he acted as a deputy Event Coordinator and was probably the only person who had full 
visibility of all the events, programs, the vision and the execution strategy and could execute the convention in 
my absence. I have to especially recognize his family for rallying around him and supporting him when he made 
the choice to stay back and continue executing the programs after day 2 when he got the news that his 2 month 
old was in the ICU fighting a critical allergy. Gianna to me is a miracle child and it took her another two more 
weeks of hospitalization and several months to fully recover. For George and family, this convention was a labor 
of love and a prayerful sacrifice. This is just one of the many stories where volunteers made personal sacrifices 
for making SMNC 2019 an unforgettable experience for the participants. They answered their call to serve His 
kingdom with a prayerful mind and personal sacrifices. I am grateful that SMNC2019 turned out to be the reason 
for us meeting one another and call each other brothers. 

 I want to dedicate this last section to a special group of people whom I call “THE GLUE”, because they were 
the team that assisted in merging the various work streams of event planning and held it together like glue. Four 
weeks prior to the convention, the panic mode hit me. We had a vision and ambition about the experience we 
wanted to provide the participants, but it was all a plan. We spent money on a massive video wall and the best 
audio equipment, but we didn’t have any content. I struggled to find time to sleep and started to pull on every 
leadership skill that I had learned in order to lead from the front without panicking and with a steady hand. God 
had plans, and miraculously my schedule opened because of a project delay at work and I was able to take time 
off from work for 4 weeks leading up to the convention. It happened that Tharun Mathai was also in a similar 
situation and Mithul was on his summer break. Then there was little Thommen and Josh (Thomas Palakapilly 
and Josh Palakapilly) who were also on their summer breaks. The next four weeks were work camps being 
shifted from one house to another (for a while it was at my home and then it was at Mithul’s). Our schedule had 
no start or end time; it was all about getting things done. 100% of the digital content that was shown during 
the convention was the production of this team and note that Thommen was only 14, Josh 19 and Mithul 21. I 
fondly call them “CLP, A fully owned subsidiary of 902 Holdings LLC”.  At that point, we started getting help from 
young adults around the diocese and we started dividing up the content creation between those various helping 
hands. I must mention Joe & Jesinta George as well as Zeno Padinjattekara for their contribution and leadership 
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in editing and selecting the scene setter videos. Three days prior to the convention, our 
youth and young adult leaders from all over the country started trickling into Houston. 
They showed up with their heart in their hands and with willingness to work. Mithul’s 
house turned out to be the war room for our operations. At any time, we had nearly 

20 people working on various projects on 6-8 different computers. For the team, there 
was no difference between day and night. Prior to this, I was very frustrated at DYA and 

STAFF members as they did not take an active role in the convention planning and execu-
tion mode when asked. But looking back at it, I realize that God had His plan. He wanted us to 

create the whole blueprint so that this team could execute it effectively. Finally, on Tuesday before the convention, 
the remainder of the team also showed up and I realized one thing – I had my complete events team. To name 
them – Anu Pulickan, Delix Alex, Christy Sunny, Reny Pereira, Marlene Pullorkunnel, Jaison Kalampanayil, Jo-
seph Abraham, Elizabeth Amala Abraham, Jerin Thenayan, Sylvia Thenayan, Sandesh Mathew, Alex Sabu, Zeno 
Padinjattekara. Together with George Nellikunnel, Mithul Kandathiparambil, Tharun Mathai, Thomas Palakapilly, 
Joshua Palakapilly, Viney Varghese, Jeswin Manakalathil, Tharun Mathai, Melissa Tomy, Sibil Mathew, Sonia 
Kurian and Kavitha Joseph – I call them “THE GLUE”. They created the experience from a content and creativity 
standpoint, seamlessly executing the vision we had on participant experience  as well as time management. 
Kudos to these young leaders. Among them, I want to especially recognize Zeno Padinjattekkara for creating the 
reflections video; a true labor of love which depicted how the idea of this convention was conceived and how 
it was planned and eventually the highlights of its delivery. Another set of special names worth mentioning are 
Jerin Thenayan and Delix Alex. These young men single handedly operated the main stage video wall for all four 
days. I wish we had more people to provide back-up for them and it was unfortunate that we couldn not. Their 
back-ups were their lovely wives Sylvia Thenayan and Sherinrose Alex. They literally held them together through 
the stresses of managing a complex audio-visual system that had dynamic content that was switching frequently 
through a rigorous micro schedule. 

To wrap this up, this convention allowed me to truly experience God and I believe that it was the same for every-
one who had the privilege to work towards organizing and executing this event, as well as those who attended. 
This was a visual exhibition of what we can do together as a team and how capable our young leaders are under 
the guidance of our older generation. This was a coming together of a new wave in our diocese and it will be a 
shame if we don’t ride this wave to the heights it can take us. God has a plan for us and we simply have to say 
yes to it and hold onto His hands. This convention showed that we can find a balance between the old and the 
new and that we can assimilate to the American culture with an “Indo-American” view by leaning forward. When 
you reflect; delivering an event of this magnitude with volunteers (including leadership) who have neither prior 
experience in organizing an event of this magnitude, nor the familiarity of working together with their respective 
teams is a remarkable achievement - a testament that this was truly God’s will. This was also the result of Vi-
sion, Teamwork and Intentional Leadership. Thank you for the opportunity to be part of this vision, team and the 
privilege to lead by becoming an instrument in His hands; which I consider to be a once in a lifetime experience. 
Ad Maiorem Dei Gloriam

 Special Thanks to Sibil Mathew, George Nellikunnel & Heetal Patel for spending countless hours editing this 
article. 
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A reflection on the Convention Theme & Major Takeaways

The 2019 Syro Malabar convention was one of a kind. In contradistinction to the prior conventions, the young 
adult demographic made up more than fifty percent of the attendees and there was a concerted effort made 
to address the issues facing our diocese today. It was my pleasure and honor to be involved in the Conven-
tion, from the very beginning, as the “Theme Architect,” a title I found conferred onto me. Overall, I was quite 
pleased with what the Lord did in and through Convention, despite our own misgivings and I wanted to take the 
time to pen a glimpse of how the events rolled out and the thought process behind it.

Towards the end of 2018, Mar Joy Alapatt, our auxiliary bishop, called and sought help with putting together 
some ideas for the convention. There were two thematic phrases he talked about, “Arise, Shine out” and “The 
way of Mar Thoma, the way to Holiness.” The first was taken from Isaiah 60 and the latter was inspired by 
Gaudete et Exsultate, the apostolic exhortation of Pope Francis, “on the call to holiness in today’s world.” In 
Mar Joy’s vision, the convention had to focus on the family and the Church. “Well, shouldn’t be too bad” I 
thought, and offered to work around my busy schedule, and finish the project in a few days. Little did I know 
what I was getting into at that time! 

For starters, I got a preliminary outline of how the events might flow within the framework of the scheduled 
time, starting on Thursday evening and ending by noon on Sunday. The scripture verse of Isaiah 60:1 was 
divided into four separate themes for each day- Day 1: Arise! , Day 2: Shine out, Day 3: “Your light has come” 
and, Day 4: “The glory of the LORD has dawned upon you.” The days were arranged to have practical sessions 
in the afternoon focused on families. I was almost wrapped up with the assignment that the Bishop gave me, 
and was only short of a few more topic suggestions for some practical sessions. To figure out these sessions, 
I spent several hours in reflection, wondering what God might be intending to accomplish through this conven-
tion. It became increasingly clear that He wanted this gathering to be a true gathering with God, in the here and 
now, rather than a namesake gathering for the intent of checking off a box. While reflecting on current issues, 
ideas came up regarding recent conversations with priests, parents and the next generation; several topics 
related to inter generational dialogue appeared to take priority and were included into the sessions. The bishops 
were very happy with the outline provided. I was done and made a note in my mind that I had to book time off 
from work because vacation has to be planned six months or more in advance in my field of work as a medical 
surgeon and professor. I felt a bit of excitement deep within, thinking of the convention gathering.

Little did I know that with the next meeting planned in Chicago, along with the convention secretary and event 
coordinator, that I was going to plunge into a “convention vortex.” The meeting was called by the diocese to 
move forward with the convention planning, specifically with regard to its content. Anish Simon, the event 
coordinator, totally unknown to me, called me in preparation for the meeting and we discussed a macroscopic 
view of the convention landscape. The exact details of that conversation escape my memory, but we struck 
a chord on several lines. We needed a real, not a namesake gathering, the content had to be relevant to those 
who would attend, sessions should be interactive, and our intention should not be to make this into a retreat. 

Dawning of the Glory that Shines Out

Dr. Abraham Mathew

Convention Reflection
Program Architect
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He proposed a balance between the spiritual and social element, though in my mind 
it was difficult to separate the two. There is no spiritual life and a separate social life. 
It is at once both! As we continued the discussion, we were definitely on the same 
page, if not very close. The more I listened to Anish, the more I got a sense that the 

gravitational power of the convention vortex had something to do with the whirlpool 
he was creating. It appeared that he had an agenda; an agenda to do what was right, 

what made sense, what helped the Church and its people and very little to none of any-
thing else. Plus he was simply determined to accomplish it. I had to step up my game and be 

willing to stretch way more, right away! There appeared to be no other option. I thought I would be done with 
the convention preparation after the Chicago meeting once I delivered my ideas. Sure enough, after the first 
meeting, I came back with more to do on my plate. The ideas proposed had to be developed from its skeleton 
to have flesh and life. Data had to be collected and the pulse of the people who would be attending had to be 
determined. The youth team had already engaged some resources for the English preferring crowd, but addi-
tional resources needed to be identified and engaged. A keynote speaker had to be found.

Six months down the road, all that had happened feels like a trance. The convention is over in some sense, 
but not in some other ways. We are in November as this article is scribbled and I am only beginning to land on 
the normal terrain from someplace else, where there was more of a divine cloud consuming us and we were 
rocketting at high speed. It all began after the Chicago meeting. The DYA leaders were engaged and a survey 
was sent out to the registrants. The inquiry was about what issues they wanted to discuss and learn about. 
What were their challenges? Registration had begun to come in and 50% of the registrations were in before 6 
months! That was a plus. All the responses were collated and the domains looked at.

What the people wanted and what was outlined in the preliminary program definitely connected. I found myself 
dwelling on the theme and the topics consuming all my free time. First on my mind was identifying what chal-
lenges the Church, specifically the Syro Malabar Church in the US faced. Five things stood out: 

 An Identity crisis: a bunch of laity that identifies the “Syro Malabar” Church as a “Malayalam” Church. 
 A lack of coherent vision about the purpose of a Syro Malabar Church in the US. 
 A Church in general and those responsible for formation struggling to connect with an increasing vol-

ume of the second generation. 
 Faithful congregation stunted with the unending allegations of abuse and scandal in the US and in India. 
 A lack of sense of belonging to the diocese among the laity and a lack of oneness among the priests. 

The development of the theme followed under these domains as noted below.

How do we tackle the “Syro Malabar” identity crisis? The issue is that of a pseudo identity. Many understand 
and are proud of being Syro Malabar, but mistakenly think of this identity as one of language and culture. To 
them, the oriental essence of our worship and the monastic spirituality that we follow are not evident, but they 
behold the Indian (rather the Malayalee) nature of the Church and identify with it fully. The result is that some 
parishes spend much of their energy for socio-cultural activities. “Socio-Cultural” refers to the “culture of 
the parents” or the “Kerala culture” to which many of the second generation do not or cannot connect with. 
Further, they look at it as irrelevant to their faith and spirituality. The perception becomes that you have to be 
more “Malayalee” to be Syro Malabar. A logical debate to engage the audience was beyond the scope of a two 
day meeting. Instead, we presented a collection of videos depicting the multi-lingual presence of the Church 
before the Holy Qurbana with his Beatitude, the head and father of our Church, deemed the prime time of the 
convention. The video showcased Holy Qurbana celebrated in Syriac, Malayalam, Hindi, Kannada,Telugu, 
Tamil, Urdu, German, French, English and in sign language. One visually understood that our Church and rite 
transcended the limits of language.
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In order to clarify the purpose of our existence and what we should focus on, we 
used an audience engagement strategy. One of the unique features of the convention 
was the use of sli.do. This software was purchased for the event with the specific 
intention of engaging the people in real time. We asked a few reflective questions and 
polled the audience for their responses.

 What will be the state of the US Syro Malabar Church in 50 years? 
  A fully alive Church Oriental in worship, Indian in origin, American in culture and  

 catholic in faith will exist, yearning to evangelize the nations
  A fully alive Church Oriental in worship, Indian in culture and Catholic in faith will exist.
  A status quo Church maintained by new migrants, primarily Indian in culture will be found 

 (if migration continues) 
  Chances are the current establishment will die and our children will be absorbed into the  

 Latin Church. 

 What is the primary purpose of our Syro Malabar Diocese in the US?
  To assimilate new Syro Malabar migrants into this country and provide them a welcoming  

 home when they arrive here
  To recreate the Syro Malabar Church experience of Kerala and promote Malayalee customs  

 and traditions
  To impart what was handed over to us through generations to our children so that a  

 community of worship in the Syro Malabar tradition is permanently established.
  Proclaim the Gospel and evangelize the un-Christianized and baptize them into the  

 Syro Malabar Church

 Most of our talent and funds of the Church at present is used for what among the above options?

The responses to the above made it abundantly clear that our primary purpose was to establish a thriving 
Church of oriental worship that belongs to those of Indo-American culture, that our priorities are not in the right 
order and that we spent enormous resources for preserving culture at the expense of the mission to impart 
faith to the next generation and proclaim the gospel in the peripheries.

Next we had to address the challenges to connect with the next generation. Many noted that there is a gap 
in between. In preparation for this session, several youth, young adults and adults were polled randomly and 
asked where exactly is this cultural gap?  In addition, video interviews of many were recorded responding to 
the following questions. How is the Syro Malabar Church doing in terms of connecting with the next genera-
tion? Where can we improve? Did you benefit from your catechism classes? What should the Church focus 
on for the future? 

One thing was evident. Though people talk about the inter generational gap, what this gap consists of was not 
obvious to most. The language gap was readily identified by all. Other points noted were expectations about 
careers, marriage and treatment of younger adults. Additional areas where the gap existed included the vision 
on how to practice faith and be spiritual, prejudice of race, expectations about clothes and ear piercings, the 
manner in which one spends leisurely time and vacation, vision of activities that should happen in Church and 
during perunnals, kinds of movies, television shows and news one might want to watch, games you play or 
watch, how night curfews are implemented, how expectations for girls differ from that of boys, Indian food 
vs. American, the use of alcohol and the approach to mental health. A panel discussion was orchestrated to 
bring out a few of these aspects. The panelists were asked to respond to the questions spontaneously and 
honestly. No questions were given in advance so as to enable spontaneous and organic discussion. The panel 
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was made to represent the Church, a parent from India, a parent from the US, a 
second generation parent and a young adult. The discussions were well received 
and appeared to benefit many based on the feedback. Another issue of evolving 
viewpoints and highly relevant to the current generation that had to be addressed was 

about sexual orientation and identity. Separate and interactive sessions in English and 
Malayalam were planned to specifically address these issues.

The sense of paralysis felt by the abuse scandals was specifically addressed. Given the 
magnitude of the challenges the allegations of abuse and lack of discipline posed, this issue was made the 
subject of the keynote talk to be delivered on the third day, themed “Your light has come.. Lord let me see.” 
We had hoped for Bishop Barron of Los Angeles to address us initially and then it was Cardinal Tagle of the 
Phillipines, followed by Cardinal Dolan! In the end, it was Bishop William Wack of Tallahassee-Pensacola who 
was introduced to us as a genuine person and great role model by our own deacon, Timmy Pulickal. Bishop 
Wack was ordained a bishop right in the middle of the sex abuse scandal and I was sure he had to deal with it 
within. This young bishop was tasked with helping us see through the fog of allegations; drawing on how he 
was seeing through it. “Is this the biggest crisis the Catholic Church has faced? How did and through whom 
did the Church survive prior crises?” These ideas were tied with the prayer, “Lord let me see” because for sure, 
there is the Light that has come and dwelled among us! Along with this it was important to make known that 
the spirit of the Church was not that of gloom and doom despite all the negative propaganda. For this, several 
ordinary people who are living extraordinary lives were identified and their booming enthusiasm for the gospel 
and the people of God was showcased. Additionally, actress Christina Monhini Srinivasan gave her testimony 
of how she found the light and converted to Roman Catholicism.

Syro Malabar conventions of the past never specifically addressed our priests. They needed to be motivated 
and brought on the same page to effectively move the diocesan organization. The struggle often for them is 
to choose between two good options or to select one of the two viewpoints with its pros and cons. These 
are conflicts faced by any leader, often dealt with effectively in secular organizations. We were lucky to get 
connected to Mr. Mathew Jacob, a well accomplished resource for leadership development for many major 
companies. As the Presbyterium was scheduled to be just before the convention, a session on leadership and 
conflict resolution was planned during that along with a second one during the convention. The desire was to 
have practical hands-on sessions instead of theoretical discourses.

The convention in general was arranged with a focus on the Holy Qurbana with the liturgy taking the prime time 
in the morning. Adoration, rosary and confession were available from the early morning. The afternoon ses-
sions were of practical issues that ran in 5 streams geared to preteens, teens, college students, young adults 
and adults. From 5 pm to 7 pm was a time for spiritual reflection or praise night leading into adoration. After 
dinner were the socio-cultural activities. A separate event for the young adults was arranged in the setting of 
a business dinner, to allow for further networking. A talk on balancing career and family was delivered inside 
this event organized at a venue held outside the convention.

The convention, it was hoped, would energize the entire diocese and its organs. The official and unofficial lay 
organizations were heavily involved and given a platform to come together. The DYA and STAFF were helpful 
and were challenged to rise to the demands of the convention. Members of Jesus youth, a canonically rec-
ognized lay association, were tapped as resources behind and on the stage. The SMCC, a recognized lay 
association in the diocese, gathered as a group. The 4life and family apostolate team maintained stalls that 
were well visited.

The general tone of the content was to be practical, down to earth and engaging. The availability of Sli.do, 
an online platform for live engagement, was very effective. Every session was started and concluded with 



27

carefully selected questions, polls or moderated discussions. The audience could 
ask questions amid a session which were then collated and made available to the 
speaker immediately or at the end of the session, such that these were addressed 
effectively.

In retrospect, the convention appears to have accomplished several of its goals. Team 
Houston was able to put what was good for the convention and the diocese as a top 
priority in their decision making. The role of an event coordinator who wanted to deliver a 
top class experience for the attendees paid its dividends. There was no interference from different sources as 
to what the content of the convention had to be. The theme architect was enabled to prayerfully listen to the 
surveys, discern and develop the theme, topics and content of each session overseen by the bishops and in 
consultation with convention leadership. Each speaker was given a specific task and key talking points that 
outlined the vision behind the sessions. The speakers clearly understood the task and scope of their session 
and time expectations to abide by.

 What could have been better? Engaging the diocesan infrastructure better from the get go is something we 
need to do in the future and should be the primary task of the organizing team. This has to be facilitated by 
the diocese beyond just convention ticket sales kick-offs. Every parish should have a convention team whose 
input should be collected. All priests should be consulted and engaged. The theme and the content should be 
developed by a small team of 2 or 3 without pressure from the outside as was done this year. Our enthusiasm 
to deliver as much as possible, made the schedule very busy. While the engagement of the youth was the best 
in the convention, they appeared to still be distracted despite many events purely geared to them. Getting the 
right audience to the convention, strategic presence with the youth and engagement at a grassroots level will 
help improve this further.

This convention was not envisioned to be an end in itself, but as something to foster more discussions on sev-
eral topics, discussions which would be continued to our parishes, missions and their wards. Future conven-
tions should use the capabilities of newer technologies to engage the diocese at relevant points of the events 
as it happens, allow for remote interaction and participation (ex. during catechism classes diocese wide) such 
that a tangible integration of the diocese, its thinking and experience is accomplished. And it is time to begin 
that preparation now! 
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The Evolution of Syro Malabar Conventions

George Nellikunnel  
Event Architect

Since 1999, Syro Malabar conventions have taken place in many cities with the goal of building a fellowship 
of communities across the diocese while nurturing spiritual growth and development. The nature of the con-
ventions over the years has evolved to the growing demands of diocese as it blossomed from its infancy. For 
many, the conventions in 1999 (Philadelphia, PA), 2000 (Chicago, IL) and 2003 (Edison, NJ) were instrumental 
in realizing the significance of a Syro Malabar community in North America and its potential impact on the next 
generation. For people who grew up in the US, the Syro Malabar Qurbana was celebrated on few occasions 
based on where people grew up so the awareness of the richness of our rite was not readily apparent until after 
the diocese was instituted. The conventions in the early years help sow the seeds of curiosity and community 
by bringing people together who would probably not have met otherwise. Though the goal of the conventions 
was to foster a balance of spiritual growth and social development, the emphasis in the beginning leaned more 
towards the social. Events tended to gear around mixers, cultural programs, outing activities and processions. 
This was a general trend until 2012 (Atlanta, GA) where for the first time, a separate youth track was created 
to handle sessions pertaining to learning more about Syro traditions, growing up in the faith in the context 
of American culture, etc.. It was also an opportunity for the youth to take leadership in their own aspects of 
the convention regarding the planning of their events and resources. The convention in Atlanta was a pivotal 
moment when the young adults and youth of the diocese realized the conventions and gatherings should be 
more than just social events, but avenues to engage in spiritual discussions, learning and active participation in 
diocesan affairs. Since there were several challenges in 2012 regarding availability of resources, coordination 
logistics, finances and certain levels of required autonomy, the young lay faithful decided with the guidance 
of Bishop Angadiath to start regional youth based conferences for the next several years around the country. 

Conferences such as SYNC, Source, Torch and MAC provided an environment to focus on the needs of the 
regional parishes and foster stronger community bonding and involvement. It gave participants a tangible con-
text of the meaning of growing up in a Syro Malabar family by starting at the roots of individual parishes and 
their role within the larger perspective of the diocese. These conferences addressed needs on a personal level 
because they were limited in size and scope; allowing for a deeper spiritual experience and encounter with the 
beauty of our Tradition. Strong leaders and team initiatives were the fruits of these conferences which set the 
stage for greater involvement by young adults and youth at both the parish and diocesan levels. The period of 
time between the 2012 (Atlanta, GA) to 2019 (Houston, TX) conventions was a period of growth, reflection 
and maturity in the diocese. In 2019, the time came to host another convention the likes of which was never 
executed before.

The convention in Houston was the largest convention held with over 3,000 participants. The sheer size of 
the convention presented challenges that required a taskforce of capable individuals to implement. For the 
first time, the diocese and hosting parish decided to let the leadership of the convention be driven by young 
adults for their creativity and professional skills. It was a risky endeavor, but yielded superior results due to the 
complex nature of the events planned, sophisticated technological utilizations, project management and team 
efforts of creative minds working together. Though the team did not entirely consist of youth of young adults 
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per say, the overall mindset was open and willing to explore new paradigms in the 
evolution of the experience of the convention. It was definitely a memorable experi-
ence for those that attended, but the momentum needs to continue. The experienc-
es, planning and collaborative efforts of those working countless hours behind the 
convention in Houston demonstrated the true power and potential of the lay faithful. 
As a community, we have a tremendous responsibility to carry our faith traditions to the 
next generation amidst the social tides of secularism and indifference. The conventions 
and conferences have brought our community together and have revealed new possibilities of 
what we can do if we work together. It is for us to decide how this momentum will carry on and the form it will 
manifest in the years to come.  



30

Conve
ntion

 Reflec
tion

ko-tdm-a-e-_mÀ I¬-sh³j³-: H-cp F-¯n-t\m-«w
         

bp-h-Xz-¯n-te-¡v {]-th-in-¨ A-ta-cn-¡-bn-se ko-tdm a-e-_mÀ k-`-bp-sS N-cn-{X-¯nÂ X-¦-en-]n-I-fnÂ F-gp-

Xn-t¨À-t¡-ï t\-«-am-Wv "-\m-j-WÂ I¬-sh³-j³ 2019.' ]-s¦-Sp-¯ AÂ-am-b³ F-¶-Xn-\p-]-cn H-cp am-

[y-a-{]-hÀ-¯-I-sâ Im-gv-N-¸m-Sn-eq-sS \m-j-WÂ I¬-sh³-j³ 2019 hn-e-bn-cp-¯p-¶p tPm-k-^v amÀ-«n³ 

hn-e-t§m-enÂ.

bq-¯v-^pÄ, {^q-«v-^pÄ B³-Uv "kw-Xnw-Kv kv-s]-jÂ 2019'

N-cn-{Xw c-Nn-¨ I¬-sh³-j³! G-gp hÀ-j-s¯ C-S-th-f-bv-¡p-ti-jw k-t½-fn-¨, 18þmw ]n-d-¶m-fn-se-¯n-b 

Nn-¡m-tKm ko-tdm a-e-_mÀ cq-]-X-bp-sS bp-h-Xzw ap-gp-h³ \n-d-ªp-\n-¶ "ko-tdm a-e-_mÀ I¬-sh³-j³ 

2019' s\ H-ä hm-Iy-¯nÂ C-{]-Im-cw hn-e-bn-cp-¯mw: "bq-¯v-^pÄ {^q-«v-^pÄ!' C-Xn-\p-ap-¼v k-t½-fn-¨ I¬-

sh³-j-\p-I-fnÂ ]-s¦-Sp-¯-hÀ-s¡-Ãmw C-¯-h-W-s¯ "-kw-Xnw-Kv kv-s]-jÂ' kz-`m-hw F-fp-¸w a-\-Ên-em-

Ipw. D-Zv-Lm-S-\ {]-kw-K-¯nÂ IÀ-±n-\mÄ amÀ B-e-t©-cn B-Zyw F-Sp-¯p ]-d-ª-Xpw C-¡m-cyw X-s¶-bm-

bn-cp-¶-tÃm.

C-Xp-h-sc \-S-¶ C-X-c I¬-sh³-j-\p-I-fp-am-bn Xm-c-X-ayw sN-¿p-t¼mÄ ssZ-ho-I kv-]À-i-ap-Å I¬-

sh³-j³ F-¶m-Wv C-¯-h-W-s¯ Iq-Sn-t¨-c-en-s\ amÀ B-e-t©-cn hn-ti-jn-¸n-¨-Xv. A-Xv tI-h-ew ap-

J-kv-Xp-Xn-tbm Hu-]-Nm-cn-I-X-tbm B-bn-cp-¶n-sÃ-¶v hy-à-am-¡p-¶ Im-cy-]-cn-]m-Sn-IÄ-¡m-Wv ]n-¶o-Sp-Å 

Zn-\-§-fnÂ skâ v tPm-k-^v \-K-cn F-¶v \m-a-I-c-Ww sN-bv-X lnÂ-«¬ A-ta-cn-¡m-kv tlm-«Â k-ap-¨-bw 

km-£yw h-ln-¨-Xv.

_r-l-¯m-b ]-¦m-fn-¯-hpw Iq-«m-bv-a-bp-am-Wv ko-tdm-a-e-_mÀ k-`-bp-sS Cu k-t½-f-\-¯n-sâ {]-tXy-I-X-

bm-bn IÀ-Zn-\mÄ Nq-ïn-¡m-«n-b-Xv. C-Xn-\p-ap-¼p-Å ]-e I¬-sh³-j-\p-I-fn-epw ]-s¦-Sp-¯ A-\p-`-h-¯nÂ 

F-\n-¡pw A-\p-`-h-s¸-« {]-tXy-I-X-bpw A-Xp-X-s¶-bm-Wv . A-©v Zn-\-§-fnÂ 13 th-Zn-I-fn-em-bn 45þÂ-]-cw 

t{]m-{Km-ap-IÄ kw-L-Sn-¸n-¨p F-¶-Xn-\-¸p-dw A-h-sb-Ãmw hn-izm-k-h-fÀ-¨-bv-¡v Zn-im-t_m-[w ]-I-cp-¶-Xm-bn-

cp-¶p F-¶-Xpw {i-t²-b-am-bn-cp-¶p.

C-´y-sb-¡mÄ ]-e a-S-§v h-ep-¸-ap-Å bp.F-kn-sâ F-Ãm do-P-Wp-I-fnÂ \n-¶p-ap-Å hn-]p-e-am-b ]-¦m-fn-

¯w, s{]m-^-j-W-en-k-t¯m-sS-bp-Å kw-Lm-S-I an-I-hv, B-tLm-jw, hn-t\m-Zw F-¶-Xn-s\-¡mÄ D-]-cn 

B-ßo-b t]m-j-W-¯n-\v D-]-I-cn-¡p-¶ sk-j-\p-I-fp-sS _m-lp-eyw, Hm-tcm {]m-b-¡mÀ-¡pw C-W-§pw-hn-

[w {I-ao-I-cn-¨ t{]m-{Km-ap-IÄ, C-´y-bnÂ \n-¶pw hn-tZ-i-¯p-\n-¶p-ap-Å {]-K-Û hm-Ün-I-fp-sS ¢m-kp-IÄ... 

C-h-sb-Ãmw tNÀ-¶p-h-¶ I¬-sh³-j-\pw C-Xp-X-s¶-bm-Ipw.

bp-h-P-\ km-¶n-[y-hpw F-Sp-¯p-]-d-tb-ï-Xp-X-s¶. A-ta-cn-¡-bn-se ko-tdm a-e-_mÀ k-`-bp-sS `m-hn tim-

`-\-am-sW-¶v hy-à-am-¡m³ C-XnÂ-¸-cw sX-fn-hp-th-ï. kw-Lm-S-I-cn-se bp-h-P-\ {]m-Xn-\n-[y-hpw {i-²n-

¡-s¸-«p. AÂ-am-b t\-Xr-X-e-¯nÂ kw-`-hn-¡p-¶ X-e-ap-d am-ä-hpw Iq-Sp-XÂ {]-I-S-am-bn-cp-¶p. ap-XnÀ-¶-

hÀ-s¡m-¸w bp-h-P-\-§Ä ]-s¦-Sp-¡p-¶p F-¶ ssi-en-bnÂ-\n-¶v hy-Xy-Ø-am-bn, bp-h-P-\-§Ä-s¡m-¸w 

ap-XnÀ-¶-hÀ ]-s¦-Sp-¡p-¶ A-\p-`-h-am-Wv C-¯-h-W Zr-iy-am-b-Xv.

tPm-k-^v amÀ-«n³ hn-e-t§m-enÂ

aoUnb tImÀ-Un-t\äÀ
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C-¯-h-W-s¯ B-Xn-tY-b-cm-b lp-Ì¬ skâ v tPm-k-^v C-S-h-I-bv-¡pw kw-Lm-

S-I k-an-Xn-¡pw A-`n-am-\n-¡m³ G-sd-bp-Å I¬-sh³-j³ Iq-Sn-bm-Wn-Xv. Nn-¡m-

tKm ko-tdm  a-e-_mÀ _n-j-¸v amÀ tP-¡-_v A-§m-Sn-b-¯v c-£m-[n-Im-cn-bpw 

k-lm-b-sa-{Xm³ amÀ tPm-bv B-e-¸m-«v P-\-dÂ I¬-ho-\-dpw s^m-tdm-\ hn-Im-cn 

^m.Ip-cy³ s\-Sp-th-en-Nm-ep-¦Â tIm I¬-ho-\-dpw A-e-Iv-km-ïÀ Ip-S-¡-¨n-d I¬-

sh³-j³ sN-bÀ-am-\p-am-b kw-Lm-S-I-k-an-Xn-bp-sS taÂ-t\m-«-¯nÂ 40 Â-¸-cw h-cp-

¶ I-½n-än-IÄ-¡pw D-]-I-½n-än-IÄ-¡p-am-Wv C-Xn-sâ s{I-Un-äv.

hn-hn-[ \-K-c-§-fn-em-bn hym-]n-¨p-In-S-¡p-¶ 46 ko-tdm a-e-_mÀ C-S-h-I-I-fnÂ \n-¶pw 40 an-j-\p-I-fnÂ-

\n-¶pw \m-em-bn-c-¯nÂ-¸-cw t]-cm-Wv I¬-sh³-j-\nÂ t\-cn-«v ]-s¦-Sp-¯-Xv. F-¶mÂ A-Xn-s\-¡m-tf-sd 

k-`mw-K-§Ä-¡v, A-ta-cn-¡-bv-¡v ]p-d-¯p-Å-hÀ-¡p-h-sc I¬-sh¬-j-\n-se kp-{]-[m-\ sk-j-\p-IÄ-¡v 

km-£n-bm-Im³ I-gn-ªp F-¶-Xpw C-¯-h-W-s¯ I¬-sh³-j-sâ t\-«-am-Wv. amÀ-t¯m-½m amÀ-¤w hn-

ip-²n-bn-te-¡p-Å amÀ-¤w; D-WÀ-¶p {]-tim-`n-¡p-I F-¶ B-]v-X-hm-Iy-hp-am-bn kw-K-an-¨ I¬-sh³-j³ 

hn-hn-[ ¹m-äv-t^m-ap-I-fn-eq-sS X-Õ-a-bw tem-I-sa-§pw F-¯n-¨ im-temw Sn.hn.bpw, ^v-f-hÀ Sn.hn-bpw A-`n-

\-µ-\w AÀ-ln-¡p-¶p.

ko-tdm a-e-_mÀ I¬-sh³-j-\p-IÄ-¡v A-ta-cn-¡-bnÂ Xp-S-¡w Ip-dn-¨n-«v c-ïv ]-Xn-äm-ïv ]qÀ-¯n-bm-Ip-¶ 

hÀ-j-am-bn-cp-¶-tÃm 2019. cq-]-Xm kw-hn-[m-\w \n-e-hnÂ h-cp-¶-Xn-\v H-cp hÀ-jw ap-¼v 1999 Â ^n-em-UÂ-^n-

b-bm-Wv {]-Y-a I¬-sh³-j-\v B-Xn-tY-b-Xzw h-ln-¨-Xv. Nn-¡m-tKm (2001), \yq-P-gv-kn (2003), Um-f-kv (2005), 

a-bm-an (2007), A-äv-emâm (2012) F-¶n-h-bm-Wv I¬-sh³-j-\v B-Xn-tY-b-Xzw h-ln-¨ C-X-c Ø-e-§Ä. 

A-Sp-¯ I¬-sh³-j³ th-Zn-sb-¡p-dn-t¨m Xn-b-Xn-sb-¡p-dn-t¨m Xo-cp-am-\-am-bn-«n-sÃ-¦n-epw A-Sp-¯ I¬-

sh³-j³ C-¯-h-W-s¯-¡mÄ k-hn-ti-j-am-Ipw. A-Xn-\v Im-c-Ww a-säm-¶p-a-Ã. "-I¬-sh³-j³ 2019' sâ 

a-lm-hn-P-bw-X-s¶. 



32

Reflec
tion o

n

 Junior
 Progra

ms

Our little kids (from 4-6 years old) had a grand time at the Syro Malabar National Convention with their own 
session at the Hilton Americas. The sessions were arranged for Friday and Saturday from 11 am-7 pm. 
Age-specific activities including songs, crafts, stories and play sessions were organized for the kids. All these 
fun activities were centered around our Christian faith and ensured that the children got to know more about 
Jesus and our precious Syro Malabar traditions.  

The themes for both days were chosen based on those for SMNC 2019. The activities were planned accord-
ingly to reinforce the themes. On Friday, they learned how they can become lights of the world in their daily 
lives by modeling the life of Jesus, our beacon light (Arise & Shine… your light Has come). On Saturday, they 
learned about St. Thomas and our Syro Malabar Church (The Way of St. Thomas… The Way to Holiness). 
Fun-filled activities combined with prayer were thoroughly enjoyed by the Kinder kids. In addition to all of these 
activities, the kids had some fun time with our Bishop Mar Joy Alappatt. It was a unique experience for them to 
see the Bishop came down to their level as he sang and played with them. The kids received a special blessing 
from the Bishop.

The presence of the coordinators of Angel’s Army was one of the highlights of the sessions. Special gratitude 
is extended to Christina Thomas, Teena Jacob and Sunitha Thomas along with our local volunteers Manju John 
and Rani Wilson for their sincere efforts to make this convention a memorable one for the Kinder Kids.

At the end of the sessions, the children were happy to take home all their art works and a scrap book, which 
included their group picture, to help remind them of the fun times that they had at SMNC 2019.  

Kinder Kids’ Party with Jesus
Reflection on the Program for Kinder Age Kids Stream

Soji Tom
Program Coordinator (Kinder Age Kids)

At the end of the sessions, the children were happy to take home all their art works and a scrap book, which 
included their group picture, to help remind them of the fun times that they had at SMNC 2019. 
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Reflection on

 Junior Programs

Fun with Jesus in Houston
Reflection on the Program for Elementary School Stream

Sister Agnes Maria MSMI
Program Coordinator (Elementary School)

The Syro Malabar National Convention 2019 was an event for more than just families and young adults. The 
young elementary school children also had a chance to take part in this convention and to spend their time fos-
tering new friendships while gaining a deeper understanding of our heritage and their Syro Malabar faith. Over 
100 young children spend two days with Sister Agnes Maria MSMI and her team. The children enjoyed their 
time playing games and getting to know each other. They also learned about various subjects including saints 
and the importance of St. Thomas to our faith, How to lead a holy life by reflecting on the convention theme “ 
The way of St. Thomas, The way of Holiness’, How can be a light of the world by our life and call for vocation.

Various guest speakers came to give the children a different perspective of their faith and to show them the 
importance of being a Syro Malabar catholic in America. They also had entertaining arts and crafts sessions 
where they completed projects to take home as a memory from the convention days. The children were visited 
by the Archbishop and Bishops who stressed the importance of such gatherings. At the end of the two fun 
filled days, the children took home some important messages and self-made scrapbooks to remember their 
time in Houston.

‘If we don’t teach our children to follow Christ, the world will teach them not to.’ This weekend, learning about 
the Syro Malabar faith and cultivating friendships with new people is vital to our growing community. As our 
children grow, they need a strong foundation on which they can stand firm facing the challenges of this chang-
ing world. This weekend helped towards teaching them the importance of their faith as part of building that 
strong foundation.  
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The Syro Malabar  National Convention 2019, brought joy and  splendor to Houston town, and the zeal was 
very evident among youth and juniors.  Apart from being part of various programs in the opening ceremony, 
procession and cultural program, the Syro Kids were able to engage in vibrant sessions and activities.  

The Middle Schoolers had a dedicated stream on Friday and Saturday with very dynamic speakers.  After a 
spectacular procession and soul filling Holy Qurbana on Friday,they started off with convention theme - “Arise, 
Shine, Your light has come”. Mr John Paul Kasperowicz engaged  them with music and games to identify their 
call to be the light of the world. Scrap booking and games during break was also really fun. The afternoon 
session, was on a well known teenage issue - “Obeying parents - made easy”, which helped them to  relate 
to their core. They came up with many questions about pressure from parents and  community on academic 
success, spiritual uprightness etc, and even questioned parent’s hypocritical standards.  The team was able 
to answer their questions well.

The session on “Rising above pressure” by Patty Schneir  was very helpful for the teenagers to address their 
day to day struggles of defending vs. compromising their beliefs and values. Sr. Jocelyn on “Why do I need to 
go to Malayalam Church” helped them to understand their uniqueness and call to be a Syro Malabar Catholic 
in America.  A relatively hectic schedule of Friday ended with a beautiful time of Praise and Worship leading to 
adoration, where kids able to reflect and assimilate what they heard throughout the day.

Saturday was also very eventful. The session on “ Relationship with God”, by John Paul,  helped kids to make 
some positive changes in setting their priorities.  They also had a very interactive session with Bishop Anga-
diath and Cardinal Alencherry during their surprise visit to the Kids stream.

Afternoon with Ms. Jackie on “Teenage issues” and Mr. Paul Kim, with his cool Karaoke Beatboxing, while 
talking on “social media” were well received.  Refocusing  them back to their ‘unique call for a higher purpose’ 
was topped off with a time of silence and adoration in front of the Blessed Sacrament. 

The dedicated team of speakers, volunteers and coordinators,  with songs,  games, activities and relevant 
discussions on teenage specific topics were the highlights of the program.  

unique call for higher purpose
Reflection on the Program for Middle School Stream

Sabeena Roncy George
Program Coordinator (Middle School)



 S
EC

TI
ON

 3
 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS



36

 Inagu
ral F

uncti
on

An Inauguration program fit for the national convention was presided by Mar Jacob Anga-
diath and inaugurated by his Beatitude Cardinal George Alencherry.  

Dignitaries on Stage: Giby Parackal (Mega Show Sponsor, PSG Group), Francise P. V (Raf-
fle Sponsor, Joy Allukkas Group), Austin Lakayil (Youth Member Pastrol Council - Diocese 
of Chicago), Adv. Biju Parayannilam (President, AKCC), Retd. Justice Kurian Joseph (Su-
preme Court of India), Mar. Jose Kalluvelil (Bishop, Eparchy of Canada), Mar. Joseph Pamp-
lany (Auxillary Bishop, Archdiocese of Thalassery), Mar Joy Alappatt (Auxillary Bishop, Dio-
cese of Chicago), Mar Jacob Angadiath (Bishop, Diocese of Chicago), Mar George Cardinal 
Alencherry (Major Archbishop of Syro Malabar Church), Mar Thomas Tharayil (Aluxillary 
Bishop, Archdiocese of Changanacherry), Judge K. P George (Fort Bend County), Mayor 
Sylvester Turner (Houston), Mr. Alexander Kudakkachira (Chariman, SMNC2019), Fr. Kurian 
Neduvelichalumkal (Convener, Vicar St. Joseph Syro Malabar Church - Houston), Fr. Rajeev 
Valiyaveettil (Joint Convener, Asst. Vicar St. Joseph Syro Malabar Church - Houston), Sijo 
Vadakkan (Event Sponsor, Trinity Group)
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Inauguration 
Ceremony
Speakers

Mar George Cardinal Alencherry
Major Archbishop of Syro Malabar Church

Mar Jacob Angadiath
Bishop, Diocese of Chicago

Mar Joy Alappatt
Auxillary Bishop, Diocese of Chicago



38

Mar Thomas Tharayil
Aluxillary Bishop, Archdiocese of Changanacherry

Mar Joseph Pamplany
Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of Thalassery

Mar William Wack
Bishop of Pensacola- Tallahassee Diocese

Mar Jose Kalluvelil
Bishop, Eparchy of Canada
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Mr. Alexander Kudakkachira
Convention Chairman

Retd. Justice Kurian Joseph
Supreme Court of India

Sylvester Turner
Honorable Mayor, City of Houston

Fr. Kurian Neduvelichalumkal 
(Convener, SMNC-2019)
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Anish Simon
Event Coordinator

Dr. Paul Joseph
Convention Secretary

Judge K. P George
Fort Bend County

Adv. Biju Parayannilam
President, AKCC
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Holy  Qurbana

Holy Qurbana was celebrated in Malayalam on the first and last day of the convention while 
the 2nd and 3rd day’s Holy Qurbana was in English. The main Celebrant for Thursday was 
Mar Jacob Angadiath, followed by His Beatitude Cardinal George Alenchery on Friday, and 
Mar Joy Alappatt on Saturday. On Sunday, the thanksgiving and closing Holy Qurbana was 
celebrated by Mar Jose Kalluvelil. Cardinal addressed the Syro Malabar Church of US. He 
expressed his admiration of the progress we have made, especially about the presence of 
a large percentage of youth and exhorted the Church to think in line with the teachings of 
Church and not to lose focus despite what happens around us. Our families and their values 
has to be a light that shines out.
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Choir

Individuals from across the diocese came together to use their musical talent to assist in the 
celebration of Holy Qurbana. Both choirs, Malayalam and English, incorporated traditional 
prayers, songs (including those in Syriac) which gave the liturgical worship a noble form. The 
mystery of the Liturgy, with its hierarchical and community nature, was more openly shown. 
The unity of hearts was more profoundly achieved by the union of voices, minds were more 
easily raised to heavenly things by the beauty of the of the Holy Qurbana. Their voices and 
music edified the Holy Qurbana and engaged the community to immerse fully into the Eucha-
ristic celebration.
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A visual treat orchestrated by Fr. Shaji Thumpechirayil, incorporated the talent of approxi-
mately 400 individuals from St. Joseph Syro Malabar Parish, Houston. The program took the 
convention attendees on a journey reflecting on our faith and culture as St. Thomas Chris-
tians through the eyes of an immigrant family relating to the struggles they face and choices 
they need to make while living in America.

Inaug
ural 

   P
rogra

m
St. Joseph Parish, Houston
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Nearly 3,500 people from all over America lined up in the streets of Houston to proclaim the 
Mar Thoma Margam and our cultural traditions. It was an exuberant celebration of our cultur-
al identity with colorful floats, banners, individuals dressed as saints, chendamelam etc. The 
first place for procession was awarded to the Mar Thoma Sleeha Cathedral, Chicago. Second 
place was  awarded to St. Mary’s Church, Long Island followed by St. Thomas Forane Church, 
Dallas in third place.

St. Joseph Forane Church, Houston

Proces
sion
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St. Alphonsa Forane Church, Atlanta

St. Alphonsa Church, Austin
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St. Alphonsa Church, Baltimore

St. Thomas Church, Boston

St. Thomas Forane Church, Bronx
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Mar Thoma Sleeha Cathedral, Chicago

St. Thomas Church, Connecticut

St. Alphonsa Church, Coppell
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St. Thomas Church, Detroit

Our Lady of Health Church, Coral Springs

 St. Thomas Forane Church, Dallas
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St. Alphonsa Church, Los Angeles

St Mary’s Church, Long Island

Lourdes Matha Church, North Carolina
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Holy Family Church, Oklahoma

St. George Church, Patterson

St. Mary’s Church, Pearland
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Holy Family Church, Phoenix

St. Thomas Church, Philadelphia

Infant Jesus Church, Sacramento
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St. Thomas Church, San Francisco

St. Thomas Church, San Antonio

St. Thomas Forane Church, Santa Ana
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St. Joseph Church, Tampa

St. Thomas Forane Church, Somerset

St. Mary’s Catholic Mission, Washington
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Proces
sion 

   W
inner

s

 2nd Place - St. Mary’s Church, Long Island

3rd Place - St. Thomas Forane Church, Dallas

1st Place - Mar Thoma Sleeha Cathedral, Chicago
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Cultural 
     Programes

Chicago

A visual treat displaying our culture and faith in the form of art that lasted 3 hours. The cul-
tural programs were elaborate productions that include music, skit, dance, lights, video wall 
display etc.  There were individual productions from 13 parishes during this 3 hours of high 
quality entertainment.
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Tampa
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Dallas



68

Somerset
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Philadelphia
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Los Angeles
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Coppell
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San Francisco

Baltimore
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Pearland
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Long Island
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Patterson
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McAllen
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 MAR GEORGE CARDINAL 
ALENCHERRY

“FEELING BURDENED? THE PRESSURES ON 
THE MODERN FAMILY”
MAR THOMAS THARAYIL

Cardinal Alencherry noted 
that his vision of the Syro 
Malabar Church in US is 
to be “Catholic in faith, 
Oriental in worship and 
Indo-American in culture”. 
The youth need to be 
cognizant of the needs of 
the elders and vice versa.

A well liked session where Mar Tharayil in his 
characteristic simplicity and clarity shed light on the 
stressors of modern life. Our faith in the risen Lord 
is our strength in the face of any challenge. Setting 
proper goals and taking the gaze of material wealth 
will make life easier. The reflection of ordinary families, 
especially mothers from the past who took on often 
unimaginable challenges purely strengthened  by their 
faith was inspiring.

LORD, I WANT TO SEE 
Once again Mar Tharayil captured the audience and 
enlightened them to see and solidify our faith as 
handed over to us through St. Thomas. What do we 
give to the Church if we really see and understand 
our Lord? The life of our fathers who gave it all to the 
Church pushes us to step up our game.

Speakers“the Church of 
the future?”
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“THE JOURNEY FROM 
BROKEN PLATES TO 

EQUALLY YOKED”
 JUSTICE KURIAN JOSEPH

“YOUR LIGHT
HAS COMe”

 KEYNOTE ADDRESS
BISHOP WILLIAM WACK

Justice Joseph addressed 
parents specifically with 
regard to struggles in 
marriage and family life as 
one gets into the middle 
and older age.

As an ordained bishop right in 
the midst of scandals rocking 
the Church, his excellency 
pointed to a glorious Church 
in which we need to trust, 
for whom the head is Jesus  
Christ. He pointed out 
that this is not be the first 
challenge that the catholic 
Church have faced and She 
can not loose her deposit of 
faith nor zeal for it.
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“HOW DO I FIND THE ONE?”
TRENT HORN

“MALE & FEMALE 
HE CREATED THEM”: 

THE CATHOLIC UNDERSTANDING 
OF GENDER AND MARRIAGE”

MAR JOSEPH PAMPLANY

“MALE & FEMALE HE 
CREATED THEM: 
THE CATHOLIC  

UNDERSTANDING OF 
GENDER AND MARRIAGE”

Trent Horn dove into the Catholic 
understanding of the gender 
crisis and how it has impacted 
the youth, the culture and the 
family today. Trent discussed the 
Catholic  understanding of human 
identity and personhood, and the 
authentic freedom it provides for 
every person. 

The redefinition of marriage 
and idea of gender fluidity 
has to be examined according 
to the truth revealed by 
Jesus through his Church.  
Bishop Pamplany called for 
the greater understanding 
of those identifying as 
homosexuals by being 
compassionate to them as 
persons created in God’s 
image, despite not agreeing 
with their life-style.

Trent horn discussed the process for 
a Catholic to discern one’s spouse.
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“THE STRUGGLE
CONTINUES: 

REFLECTIONS 
ON THE FUTURE”

 JAISY JOSEPH, PHD

“FORMING A 
PEOPLE OF WORSHIP”

MAR JOSEPH KALLUVELIL

Jaisy Joseph, proposed that we as 
a migrant church must change our 
“wandering” to “journeying”. She 
challenged the church to face reality, 
feel our youth and to respond to their 
needs. Many of the youth felt ignored, 
hurt and wounded in the past. She 
reflected on the glorified wounds of 
Christ which no longer hurt despite 
being present and has become salvific. 
Jaisy exhorted that we need to focus 
on our future and know where we are 
journeying.

Bishop Joseph Kalluvelil 
discussed the mission 
and role of parents and 
catechism teachers 
in forming a Christian 
community and he 
highlighted the importance 
of the roles they play 
in helping the church 
accomplish her mission.
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“LOSING THE 
SPARK IN YOUR

MARRIAGE?”

FR. DANIEL 
POOVANNATHIL

“THE PARENT’S 
GUIDE TO  

HOMESCHOOLING”

DR. ANNILYN PURAYIDOM
& LOVELY ABRAHAM

Fr. Daniel reflected on the 
marital life to the core life 
of the divine and that of the 
Eucharist. It was through 
very simple examples that 
he challegned couples to 
keep their marriage seated 
in heavenly realms to main-
tain its vibrancy.

The options for al-
ternative methods of 
education of children 
were discussed with a 
focus on homeschool-
ing. Dr. Annilyn and 
Lovely outlined the 
challenges and bene-
fits of home schooling 
and resources availa-
ble for it.
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“STRAIGHT TALK TO SPOUSES ”
PATTY SCHNEIER

“Why do we need 
faith, when we 
have science”

FR. BENOY PICHALAKKATTU

In this session, Fr. Benoy 
explored typical faith 
questions faced by teens 
in our contemporary so-
ciety, and how to address 
these from the twin di-
mensions of science and 
religion.

In this session, Patty dove into 
the beauty of the sacrament of 
marriage. The session engaged 
the audience in looking at the 
gifts and challenges of living 
out a Christian marriage within 
the world today and challenged 
them to live out the call to holi-
ness within their everyday life.
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“AVOIDING 
CATASTROPHES IN 

MARRIAGE”
JACKIE FRANCOIS ANGEL

“SOMEBODY TO 
LEAN ON: THE 

MANY FACETS OF 
MENTAL HEALTH & 
MENTAL ILLNESS”

JITHIN GEORGE MA, LMHC

Couples were alerted to recognize 
signs of stress even before they 
build pressure and lead to cata-
strophic explosions in family life.

THE FEMININE GENIUS
Jackie empowered the women in 
Church and unfolded the unique 
beauty, dignity and roles that they 
have been entrusted with, not only 
in the Church, but in the society as a 
whole. The session dove into how to 
draw out the Feminine Genius as St. 
John Paul II described it, and how 
to become leaders and saints where 
you are planted.

In this session, Jithin provid-
ed a space for individuals to 
be able to learn and discuss 
what mental health is and how 
it can impact not only an indi-
vidual but also those around 
him/her. The conversation was 
centered around looking with-
in our own cultural context 
and the different ways we can 
continue to educate ourselves 
and the community around us.
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“NATURAL FAMILY 
PLANNING (NFP): 

WAITING ON 
GOD’S TIME”

SHERIN ALEXANDER

In this session, Sherin gave 
the audience received an 
education on how to love 
responsibly with a focus 
on Natural Family Planning 
(NFP). Sherin provided 
resources throughout to 
provide a greater clarity 
of these accepted meth-
ods recommended by the 
Catholic Church.   

“I HAVE SEEN THE LIGHT” 

The story of a non-Christian actress’ 
encounter of the Jesus Christ was 
one of great inspiration. Christina 
Mohini used the symbol of the “Lion 
of Judah” which was pictured in the 
background during her session dis-
playing the majesty of the Lord she 
encountered. The challenge given 
to the audience by Christina  was to 
live up to the faith that we claim to 
uphold.

THE TESTIMONY OF 
CHRISTINA MOHINI SRINIVASAN
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“GEN Z GUIDE TO
“ADULTING”
PAUL J. KIM

“HOW DOES MUSIC 
CONTRIBUTE TO THE 

HOLY QURBANA?”
FR. JOSEPH PALACKAL

Paul Kim provided a space for 
those preparing for college 
on how to go about creating 
new relationships, balancing 
family, social life and extra-
curricular pursuits, while at 
the same time trying to be a 
faithful Catholic

This session provided 
an opportunity to learn 
from the very person who 
composed music for Holy 
Qurbana in English. The 
vision of liturgical music, 
its origin and purpose 
were discussed.
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     P
anel

Discus
sions

ORDINARY PEOPLE, EXTRAORDINARY LIFE
This session highlighted the lives and determination of very ordinary people to do extraor-
dinary things with high impact in their local church and community. Brian Mundackal, Lissy 
Sojan, Fr. Rajeev, Dr. Jaisy Joseph and Jacob Chacko were highlighted from a long list of can-
didates who strive to live the Mar Thoma Margam.

SPIRITUALLY SYRO MALABAR, SOCIALLY NOT 
LIVE SESSION WITH BISHOPS & JUSTICE KURIAN JOSEPH

A panel including youth, young adult (Dr. Judy Thomas), a parent from the US who imigrated 
from India (Dr. Paul Joseph) were  interviewed on stage together with Mar Joseph Pamplany, 
Mar Thomas Tharayil and Justice Kurian Joseph by Dr. Abraham Mathew. The discussion that 
followed threw light into the so called “ gap” between the youngsters and the adults. The 
discussions tried to define these gaps and issues around it. The barriers today in the Church 
that holds back young adults from coming back to Church after college was also discussed 
and “judgement” from the community was identified  as a key issue. It was an eye opening to 
many to  understand how the thought  and perception of the coming generation differs from 
that of the last. This session had great feed back in having enabled many to better engage 
the youth.
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     Panel
Discussions

YES, WE FOUND OUR PARTNER, AND HERE’S HOW WE DID IT!
Another panel session extracted from its members - the steps of discernment towards choos-
ing their partner, what mistakes were made and corrected and how one even ended in an 
annulment due to lack of due process and discernment. Terms like “special friend”, “boy/girl 
friend”, “date” , “fiance” and levels of relationship as understood by the youth and adults were 
discussed.

“One of the novalties of SMNC 2019 was the use of technology in making sessions engaging 
and interactive. Participants engaging through Sli.do”

Slido Interactions
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Junior  Programs
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Masqu
erade

       
  Ball

A social event for 18+ years crowd attended by nearly 900 participants. DJ, Dance, Masks 
and the whole 9 yards. The Syro Young Adults showed up in style to have fun and danced the 
night away!
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      Dodgball 

Tournament

Man…. did the kids  
have fun! The 

excitement for this 
event was palpable.  
The cherry on top  

was the Flash  
Mob dance-off. 
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English Concert - JohnAngotti

A praise and 
worship session 
followed by 
eucharistic adora-
tion led by John 
Angotti for the 
youth and young 
adult. The cover 
for the event was 
PRODIGYL - Hou-
ston’s own Daniel 
Chakkramakkil
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Concert by THAIK-
KUDAM BRIDGE:  An 
evening of Malayalam 
rock and melodies by 
Thaikkudam Bridge.

Thaikk
udom

 

     B
ridge
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LET’S JAM! - HECTOR LEWIS
An intimate gathering where participants brought their instruments and jammed old and new 
praise and worship songs with Hector Lewis. The event was more or less like a walk through 
memory lane. Those who attended would never forget Bishop Angadiath singing a classic 
Malayalam devotional song “daiva sneham varnichidan.” 

Jam Session
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Youth 
& 

 Social
s

After opening ceremony on the first day of the convention, various ice breakers were organ-
ized to help participants mingle and break ice so that they can networking during the next 3 
days. These activities were heavily attended and lasted untill midnight building new friend-
ships and relationships.
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Youth & 
 Socials
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Syro M
atch

SYROMATCH : In response to popular demand, we launched Syro Match for parents during 
SMNC 2019. This was a networking event for parents (only) who are seeking appropriate 
matches for their children. The event was a grand success and well participated. The diocese 
now have taken the decision to continue this platform for broader engagement across the 
Diocese of Chicago.
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Registration
& VenueThe 7th Syro Malabar Convention with participation of nearly 4,500 people conducted after 

a hiatus of 7 year since the last convention needed a fit for purpose venue that also matches 
its grandeur. The convention facilities that combined Hilton Americas, Mariott Marquis and 
George R Brown Convention Center made an impression on the participants.

Another unique aspect of this convention was that our Youth and Young adults operated the 
FOH (Front of the House) including operation of the video wall.



100

Food & Hospitality Team

Transportation

SMCC Summit

The men and women who fed nearly 4,500 people for four days. 

Transportation services between convention venue and Houston airports were provided for 
participants by the Transportation committee headed by Gigi Olickal 
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RecognitionLeadership Recognition

The Leadership that spent nearly 60,000 hours shaping SMNC 2019 over 1.5 years.

Past Chairmen Recognition

Two Past Convention Chairmen 
who are not in the group picture: 
Late Dr. Oommen Joseph Asar-
iparambil, Chairman SMNC 2001 
Chicago Mr. George Angadicheril, 
Chairman SMNC 2005 Dallas, TX

Alexander Kudakkachira (Chairman SMNC 2019) on stage with 
Chairmen of previous conventions. From the left - Dr. James 
Kurichi,  (SMNC 1999 - Philadelphia), Mr. Thomas John Map-
pilassery (SMNC 2003 - New Jersey), Mr. Abraham Augusthy 
(SMNC 2012 - Atlanta), Dr. Joseph Kakkanattu (SMNC 2007 - 
Florida), Mr. Alexander Kudakkachira (SMNC 2019 - Houston).
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Special recognition was given to laity who have been instrumental towards 
the growth of St. Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic Diocese of Chicago.

Dioces
an 

        
 Recogn

ition

Dr. James Kurichy & Family, Philadelphia

Philip & Jessy Kavalam, Dallas

Adv. Biju Parayannilam
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Souvenir & 

Book Release

BOOK RELEASE : During convention; Mar Jacob Angadiath presented the work by Mrs. An-
nie (Molly) Nellikunnel titled “The Significance of Syro Malabar Church in North America” to 
His Beatitude Cardinal George Alancherry. The content of this book was the thesis work of 
Mrs. Nellikunnel during her masters in Theology from Alpha Institute and  published by the 
Catechetical Department of the Diocese of Chicago.

Couples who have completed 50+ years of Holy Matrimony were recognized with plaques 
and ponnadas.

Souvenir Draft Pre-Release: “ Bishop Mar Jacob Angadiath, Patron of SMNC2019 pre-re-
leased a draft of the Convention Souvenir on Sunday 4 August 2019 by handing over a copy 
to Bishop Mar Jose Kalluvelil of Syro Malabar Eparchy of Mississauga, Canada in the pres-
ence of Souvenir Committee”

50th Wedding Anniversary
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St. Mary’s Syro Malabar Church, Long Island

Procession Award-2nd prize

Procession Award-1st prize

Procession Award-3rd prize

Proces
sion 

Awards

Mar Thoma Sleeha Syro Malabar Cathedral, Chicago

St. Thomas Syro Malabar Forane Church, Dallas
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Event Sponsor

Mega Show Sponsor

Raffle Sponsor

Sponsor
 Recognition

Sijo Vadakkan-Trinity Group Texas

Giby Parackal-PSG Group of Companies

Joy Alukkas Jewellers
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Platinum Sponsors

Diamond Sponsor

Alexander Kudakkachira-Chemplast Inc

Anish Simon- Individual Level & Mahesh/Rajan-Daawat Catering - Madras Pavallion

Recognition of Platinum Sponsor  Dilip Varghese Recognition by Mar Joy Alappatt.
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Gold Sponsors

 Biju A. Mathew - Growing Star Tutoring | Fancimol Pallathumadom - Cherished Events  
Bose Kurian & Infused Performing Arts | Sunil Kurian - Onsight Solutions

Raffle Draw with Mar Bishop Angadiath, Raffle sponsor Joy Alukkas Jewellers and Finance 
Committee Chair Mr. Bose Kurian and team.

Fr. Wilson Kandankary handing over the car keys to the raffle prize winner, Mr. Henry Thomas 
of St. Alphonsa Syro Malabar Catholic Church, Baltimore.

 Recognition & 
Raffle
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Convention Registration Kickoff  at St. Joseph Forane Church, Houston TX.

Convention Registration Kickoff at Pearland, TX.

Conv. 
Region

al

 Kick-O
ffs
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Convention Registration Kickoff at San Francisco.

Convention Registration Kickoff at Austin, TX.

Convention Registration Kickoff at McAllen, TX.
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A post Convention Appreciation function was held on November 24, 2019 at St. Joseph 
Forane Catholic Church. Holy Qurbana was celebrated by Bishop Mar Jacob Angadiath and 
Mar Joy Alappatt along with Rev. Fathers. Johnykutty Puleessery, George Maliekal, Paul Chal-
issery, Kurian Neduvelichalumkal and Rajeev Valiyaveettil. 

Mar Joy Alappatt sharing words of gratitude at the appreciation function that was attended 
by over 250 committee members and convention volunteers. 

The church choir members who sang during the Holy Qurbana and at the appreciation func-
tion.

Post -C
onv.

Apprec
iation
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Executive Committee

MAR GEORGE CARDINAL 
ALENCHERRY  

GRAND PATRON

MAR JACOB ANGADIATH 
PATRON

MAR JOY ALAPPATT 
GENERAL CONVENER

FR. KURIAN 
NEDUVELICHALUMKAL 

CONVENER

MR. ALEXANDER KUDAKKACHIRA 
CHAIRMAN

FR. RAJEEV VALIYAVEETTIL 
JOINT CONVENER

FR. PAUL CHALISSERY 
YOUTH CONVENER

MR. BABU MATHEW
VICE CHAIRMAN

MR. JOSEPH MANAKALATHIL 
VICE CHAIRMAN

MRS. LISSY SOJAN
JOINT-SECRETARY

DR. PAUL JOSEPH
SECRETARY

MR. PRINCE JACOB
JOINT-SECRETARY

MR. ANISH SIMON
EVENT COORDINATOR

MR. TOM KUNTHARA
JOINT-SECRETARY

MR. BOSE KURIAN 
[NATIONAL CHAIR]

FINANCE

MR. BABU VENNALIL
FINANCE

The Executive Committee was chaired by Mr. Alexander Kudakkachira and its mem-
bers are listed below. This committee was responsible for the overall strategy, planning 
and execution of the convention.
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MR. BIJU GEORGE
FINANCE

MR. SUNIL KURIAN 
[NATIONAL CHAIR]
REGISTRATION & IT

MR. JOHN BABU, CPA
FINANCE

MR. SUNNY TOM
MARKETING & MEDIA

MRS. SAJINI THEKKEL
PROCESSION

MR. SAJI SIMON
GENERAL VOLUNTEERS

MR. JEETOM KADAMBAT
PROCESSION

MRS. ASHLEY JOSEPH
YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT 

COORDINATOR

MR. THARUN MATHAI
SOCIAL MEDIA & 
DIGITAL CONTENT

MS. CHRISTINA JOSEPH
YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT 

COORDINATOR

MR. MITHUL KANDATHIPARAMPIL
SOCIAL MEDIA & 
DIGITAL CONTENT

MR. JOSE KANDATHIPARAMPIL
EX-OFFICIO MEMBER

(TRUSTEE)

MS. MELISSA TOM
YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT 

COORDINATOR

MS. KAVITHA JOSEPH
YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT 

COORDINATOR

MR. JOJI JOSE
EX-OFFICIO MEMBER

(TRUSTEE)

MS. SONIA KURIAN
YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT 

COORDINATOR
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National Committee

The National Committee was chaired by the Convention Convener Mar Joy Alappatt and 
consisted of members representing the Diocesan Curia, Forane Vicars and regional laity 
representatives. The primary function of this committee was to ensure integration and par-
ticipation of all parishes and missions across the Diocese of Chicago

MAR JACOB ANGADIATH 
PATRON 

MAR JOY ALAPPATTU
GENERAL CONVENER

REV. FR. KURIAN
NEDUVELICHALUMKAL

 CONVENER

REV. FR. RAJEEV
VALIYAVEETTIL

JOINT CONVENER

MR. ALEXANDER
KUDAKKACHIRA

CHAIRMAN

MR. BABU MATHEW
VICE CHAIRMAN

MR. JOSEPH MANAKALATHIL
VICE CHAIRMAN

MR. PAUL JOSEPH
SECRETARY

MR. BOSE KURIAN
NTL. COORDINATOR 

FOR FINANCE 

MR. SUNIL KURIAN
NTL. COORDINATOR 
FOR REGISTRATION

MR. ANISH SIMON
EVENT COORDINATOR

REV. FR. THOMAS
KADUKAPPILLY
VICAR GENERAL

REV. FR. THOMAS
MULAVANAL

VICAR GENERAL

REV. FR. JOHNYKUTTY 
GEORGE PULEESSERY

CHANCELLOR

REV. FR. GEORGE MALIEKAL
PROCURATOR

REV. FR. PAUL CHALISSERY
YOUTH CONVENER

REV. FR. GEORGE 
DANAVELLIL

 CCD DIRECTOR
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REV. FR. JOS 
KANDATHIKUDY

BRONX, NY

REV. FR. LIGORY 
P. KATTIAKARAN
SOMERSET, NJ

REV. FR. VINOD 
MADATHIPARAMBIL
PHILADELPHIA, PA

REV. FR. MATHEW
ELAYADATHAMADAM

ATLANTA, GA

REV. FR. JOHN THOMAS
THACHARA
MIAMI, FL

REV. FR. MATHEWS K. 
MUNJANATHU

SANTA ANA, CA

REV. FR. GEORGE
ELAMBASSERY

DALLAS, TX

REV. FR. JOHN
 MELEPURAM

FLORIDA

REV. FR. GEORGE 
C. GEORGE

VICAR, SAN ANTONIO, TX

REV. FR. RUBAN 
THANNICKAL

VICAR, PEARLAND, TX

MR. SUNNY VALLIKALAM
CHICAGO 

MR. GEORGE 
KOTTUKAPPALLY

CHICAGO

MR. P.D. THOMAS 
PUTHUKULAM

CHICAGO

MR. THOMAS JOHN 
MAPPILASSERY

NEW JERSEY

MR. TOM PERUMPAIL
NEW JERSEY

MR. ABRAHAM AUGUSTHY
ATLANTA

MR. JOY KUTTIYANI
FLORIDA

MR. SHOLY KUMBLIVELLIL
NEW YORK 

MR. GEORGEKUTTY 
PULLAPPALLY
CALIFORNIA

DR. JAMES KURICHI
PHILADELPHIA

SR. AGNES MARIA MSMI
HOUSTON, TX

MR. CIGIL PALACKALODY
SMCC PRESIDENT

MS. LALY KALAPURACKA L
LADIES REPRESENTATIVE

MR. SUNNY TOM
MARKETING & MEDIA

Not Pictured: 
Mr. Paul Thomas

Dallas, TX
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Committee Coordinators

MR. FELIX JACOB
ADORATION & PRAYER

MR. ANTONY CHERU
AWARDS

MR. DANIEL
CHAKKARAMAKKIL

ENGLISH CHOIR

MR. SIJO JOSE
MALAYALAM CHOIR

MR. JOHN PALAKKAMATTOM
CONTROL & COMPLIANCE

MR. GEORGE PANICKER
CONVENTION ACCOUNTANT

MR. VINOTH JOSEPH
CULTURAL PROGRAMS

MR. SALBY VINCENT
DECORATION

MR. GEORGE NELLIKUNNEL
EVENT ARCHITECT

MR. SUJITH THOMAS
FACILITIES

MR. JAMES VIRUTHAKULANGARA
FOOD

MR. MATHAI THOMAS
HOTEL ACCOMMODATION

SR. AGNES MSMI
GRADE 2 - GRADE 5

MR. SHOJI THOMAS
LITURGY

MR. JOSEPH MARTIN
VILANGOLIL

MEDIA LIASON

DR. ANUP KUDAKKASSERIL
MEDICAL TEAM
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MRS. FANCIMOL 
PALLATHUMADOM

OPENING CEREMONY

DR. ABRAHAM MATHEW
PROGRAM ARCHITECT

MR. BABU CHACKO 
RAFFLE SALES

MR. VARGHESE
KALLUVETTAMKUZHIYIL

RECEPTION & HOSPITALITY

BIJU MATHEW
REGISTRATION

MR. JOSE MATHEW
SEMINARS & DISCUSSIONS

MR. BASIL J. PALAKAPILLY 
NETWORKING EVENT: 
ADULTS & SENIORS

MRS. LIZA JOSEPH
SOCIAL EVENTS : YOUTH & 

YOUNG ADULTS

MR. M.K. MICHAEL
SOUVENIR

MR. JACOB JOSEPH
SPONSOR LIAISON

MR. GEORGE KURIAN 
STAGE, LIGHT & SOUND

MR. GIGI OLICKAL
TRANSPORTATION

MR. M.K. MICHAEL
SOUVENIR

MR. JACOB JOSEPH
SPONSOR LIAISON

MR. GEORGE KURIAN 
STAGE, LIGHT & SOUND

MR. GIGI OLICKAL
TRANSPORTATION

MR. JOSE KANDATHIPARAMPIL
HOME PARISH MARKETING

MR. SUNNY TOM
MARKETING & MEDIA

MR. SUNIL KURIAN
REGISTRATION & IT
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Finance Committee

The Finance Committee was chaired by Mr. Bose Kurian and included the members listed 
below. The three core functions included Convention Budget Management, Sponsorship 
Management and Raffle Management. The committee liaised with each of the regional 
coordinators at parish level to execute these functions as well as coordinated with the 
accountant to finalize and close the books subsequent to the  close of the convention. 
This committee executed its functions in a very professional and effective manner, and 
achieved net positive financial outcomes for the convention

Abraham Thomas Babu Chacko

Babu Vennalil Biju George Bose Kurian 
National Chair

Albert Jacob

Jacob Joseph

Joy kompanthadathil

John Babu CPA

Mathew Paimpaly

Mathukutty Kariampally
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Souvenir Committee

Members left to right: Mr. Chacko Kallukuzhy, Mr. Babu Thomas, Mr. Jose Vallavanatt; Mrs. 
Jansi Jose, Mr. Jose Uthirakulathu, Mr. M.K. Michael (Souvenir Committee Chair), Mr. 
Hendry Kunthara, and Mr. Babu Chacko

The Souvenir Committee was chaired by M.K. Michael and the team is pictured below. 
The primary responsibilities of this committee included developing and collating contents 
that capture the planning and execution of the Convention and subsequently print and 
publish the Souvenir. Responsibilities also included supporting the convention executive 
and finance committees in maximizing sponsor advertisements to raise funds for the con-
duct of the convention. Other responsibilities included provision of a Digital version of 
the souvenir for uploading to the Convention and Diocesan websites as well as distribut-
ing a hard copy of the Souvenir to all convention registrants and sponsors. 
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Registration & IT 

The Registration & IT committee was chaired by Mr. Sunil Kurian and included members list-
ed below. The primary responsibility was to manage the registration of convention attend-
ees and process payments. Other responsibilities included effectively coordinating with the 
accommodation, reception and transportation committees to manage the interfaces and 
meet the accommodation and transportation needs of convention registrants, sponsors and 
dignitaries.

Biju Mathew

Hendry Kunthara Joy Malayil Saji Simon

Sajini Thekkel 

Sunil Kurian 
National Chair 

Vinoy Kurian Marina MathewBiju MathewSajini Thekkel Vinoy Kurian Marina Mathew
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Event Management 

Event Management Committee was chaired by Mr. Anish Simon (Event Coordinator) and 
the various members of this committe that worked collaboratively under his leadership are 
listed below. The duties of this committee included oversight of all the events during the 
four days of the convention. A key objective of this committee was seamless execution of 
the program agenda, stage management, resource personnel management and time man-
agement. The members of this committee served as event managers and stage managers 
for various venues (16 different stages) collaborating with Seminars & Discussions commit-
tee to ensure the timely and smooth conduct of various events as well as management of 
speakers and resource personnel (36 personnel) during the convention. 

Anish Simon
Event Coordinator

Dr Abraham Mathew Tharun Mathai Dr. Paul Joseph Palakapilly

George Nellikunnel Christy Sunny Delix Alex Jerin Thenayan 

Jesinta George Jeswin Joseph Joe George Joshua Palakapilly

Thomas Palakapilly Tony Manakal Viney Varghese Zeno Padinjattekara
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Marketing, Media & Photography
The Marketing Media & Photography Committee was chaired by Mr. Sunny Tom and in-
cluded the members listed below. The primary function was to ensure enough media 
coverage for the convention through various news outlets (both print and television). 
The committee was also responsible for printing banners and brochures to support kick-
offs inorder to maximize registration from various parishes. Another responsibility of this 
committee was archiving various events during the convention through photographs and 
videos. In addition, live streaming of the convention through Shalom was implemented 
due to the efforts of this committee.

Mithul Kandathiparambil Sibil Mathew Ashley Joseph Christina Joseph

Kavitha Goseph

Sunny Tom
Coordinator

George Paul Joseph Martin

Melissa Tom Sonia Kurian
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Social Media and Digital Content

Mithul Kandathiparambil
(Coordinator)

Jestina George

Anjana Thomas

Tharun Mathai
(Coordinator)

Joshua Palakapilly

Kavitha Joseph

Ashley Joseph Blessina Babu Geo RoncySonia Kurian

Joe George

Thomas Palakapilly

George Nellikunnel

Zeno Padinjattekara

Jerril Varghese Anita George

The Social Media and Digital Content Committee was co-chaired by Mr. Tharun Mathai 
& Mr. Mithul Kandathiparambil. The primary function of this committee was social media 
marketing and content creation for video wall. All the videos and graphics projected on the 
video wall as well as scene setters and reflection video was the production of this commit-
tee. In addition, this committee was also responsible for organizing and designing the pro-
gram brochure that was distributed to the participants that detailed the overall program 
schedule, speaker biography and facility map.

Not Pictured: Blijo Puthenpurayil|Alex Sabu|Alsha Alexander|Kirthy Kunthara
Maryn Kunthara|Reeny Pereira|Nigil Valikodath|Chrissy Joseph

|Aljo Abraham|Jaison Kalampanayil
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Social Events for Youth & Young Adults

The Social Events Committee for Youth and Young Adults was chaired by Mrs. Liza Jo-
seph. This committee had the expansive scope of planning and executing several so-
cial events for youth and young adults. The events organized by this committee include 
seperate networking mixers for middle school, high school and college age participants 
during the first day of convention, Dodge Ball Tournament, Moon Light Masquerade Ball 
and “Off The Clock” - Outside Networking Mixer for Young Professionals at Chapman 
& Kirby.

Ashley Joseph

 Mithul KandathiparambilAngela Baby

Blessina Babu

Christina Joseph

Sonia Kurian

Anjali James

Geordie Daniel

Kavitha Joseph

Tharun Mathai Anish Simon

Anjaly Joshy

Jamie Joseph

Melissa tomLiza Joseph
Coordinator

Sibil Mathew
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Procession

The Procession committee included members listed below. There were two sub-commit-
tees, one led by Jeetom Kadambat for the Home Parish and the second sub-committee 
led by Mrs. Sajini Thekkel for coordinating with all other parishes. The primary respon-
sibility was to coordinate and ensure maximum participation (from diocesan parishes in 
addition to home parish) for the procession that was held on Friday morning, August 2nd . 
In addition, this committee also arranged for judging the parishes that participated in the 
procession to award the top three churches. 

Not Pictured: 
Alsha Alexander 

Alvin George
Judy Thomas

Mareena Manackal
Austin Thomas
Tiffany Antony

Tanya Nelikkattil

Anjana Thomas Nason Kallukuzhy Stacy Chacko

Tessy Kadavil Tina Joseph Aleena Mathew

Sajini Thekkel
Coordinator

Abraham Thomas Anuja JoseJeetom Kadambat
Coordinator
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Augustine Michael

Daiju Muttath

Greeshma Jose Ligy Varkey

Bency Olickan

Deena Rajesh

Jini Mathew

Manju John

Beneeja Cheru

Dimple Joseph

Jose Mathew

Celin Babu

Dolly James

Julie Jose

Mini Vetticadan Nisha John

Preeti Joseph Prema Kurian Rashmi Santosh Reena Saju



127

Not Pictured:  Asha Gigi|Judith Saju|Maria Tom| Jose Thomas| Joseph Madapam

Rose Joseph

Shanty Shibu

Suja cheeramkuzhy

Tresa Thomas

Saji Simon

Simon Chittlapilly

Sunil Vazhappilly

Twinkle Joseph

Salby Vincent

Sobia Roshan

Susan Salby

Wilson Cheru Antony Cheru

Santhosh Cherian

Sani Enchackal

Teresa Raju
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Adoration & Prayer 

The Adoration & Prayer committee was chaired by Mr. Felix Jacob and consisted of mem-
bers listed below. This committee ensured continuous presence of at least one person 
with the blessed sacrament for the entire duration of the Convention as well coordinating 
the activities of leaders and faithful during daily morning and evening prayer sessions.

Alphonse Mathukutty

Felix Jacob 
Coordinator

Mercy Babu Vennalil

Rejeela Jacob

Beena Babu

Joe Thekkanath

Mercy Johnson

Rejeena Thundiyil

Bincy Joji

Kurian Kurian

Molamma Benny

Resmi Biju

Darly Joseph

Lisamma Joseph

Prema Kurian

Sam Kurian
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Not Pictured:
Asha Chirakandathil  

 Augus Paul
Thomas Cherian

Shyju Joseph

Jolly Varughese

Susan Mundattuchundayil

Toby Sebastian

Smitha Raphael

Decoration

The Decoration Committee was chaired by Mr. Salby Vincent and consisted of members 
listed below. The primary function of this committee involved coordination of the decora-
tion activities of the convention including main venue and other halls with banners, hoard-
ings etc. It also included arrangement of altar (including design and fabrication of Bema, 
lectern etc) and setting up of sponsor booths outside convention main hall. 

Jeril Pulliyil Prema Kurain Cisy KuntharaSalby Vincent
Coordiator
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English Choir

The activities of the English Choir were effectively coordinated by Daniel Chakkramakkil 
and Kavitha Joseph and consisted of the members listed below. This committee was re-
sponsible for Choir services during Holy Qurbana in English held on the 2nd  and 3rd of 
August (Friday and Saturday). 

Not Pictured: Amala Abraham|Amaris Abraham|Christy Thomas|Cyril Simon
|Gisele George|Jeswin Gloria|Jevin James|Jewel Sunny| 

|Jocelyn Joseph|Joel Adimathra|Johny Abraham|Julia Adimathra 
|Rosie Abraham|Sebastian Sebastian

Angel John

Kavitha Joseph
Coordinator

Jesinta George

Diana Chakkramakkil

Kelvin Kurian

Joe George

Geo Roncy

Naveen Sunny

Daniel Chakkramakkil
Coordinator

Kelsey Kurian

Jibie Mathew
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The Malayalam Choir was chaired by Mr. Sijo Jose and the members listed below. The 
responsibility of this group included recruiting and establishing to for Holy Qurbana in 
Malayalam celebrated during the Convention. One of the key tasks involved recruiting 
members from other participating parishes and missions. This committee also worked 
closely with the Liturgy Committee and ensured that songs were pre-approved by the 
Diocesan Curia.

Malayalam Choir

Antu Menachery

Paul Joseph

Scaria Chennadu Delphi Jose

Joshua Jose

Rani Hector

Sindhu Joy

Liby George

Rejani George

Jojo Thundiyil

Raju Kakkassery

Sijo Jose
Coordinator

Hector Lewis

Chorus Peter Sobia RoshanDona Jose

Not Pictured: Manoj Thomas|Merin George |Vincent Valiaveettil
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Cultural Program

The Cultural Program Committee was chaired by Mr. Vinoth Joseph and con-
sisted of members listed below. This committee was responsible for coordinat-
ing and selecting cultural programs from parishes other than the host parish. 
This committee successfully coordinated the cultural program presented by 13 parishes 
from across the diocese on Friday, August 2nd.

Not Pictured: 
George Varkey
Jaine George

Antony Cheru

Jojo Thundyil

Sijo Jose

Biju Antony

Rashmi Santhosh

Joe Thekkeneth

Reshmi BijuBenny Kuriakose

Polson Vattathara

Vinoth Joseph
Coordinator
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Not Pictured: Joni Joseph

Facilities

The primary responsibility was to ensure timely support for the proper functioning of the 
various services to be delivered to participants at the convention. 

Augustine MichaelMr. Sujith Thomas
Coordinator

Joseph Thottassery

Shajee Jose

Jomy Sujith

Ouseph Arackal

Wilson Cheru

Joseph Dominic

Savio Mathew

Joji Jose

Justin Sujith

Thomas Mathai
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Food

The Food Committee was chaired by Mr. James Viruthikulangara and its members are 
listed below. The primary responsibility included arranging food and beverages for over 
4000 convention participants for all four days of the convention starting with Thursday 
snacks and coffee until Sunday Breakfast.

Abraham Punchathalakal

James Viruthakulangara
Coordinator

Lissy Sojan

Prince Jacob Bobby Joseph

Jessy Sam

Moly Jacob

Santhosh Cherian

Chacko Joseph

Jose Manakalathil

Jose Valluvanatt

Philip SebastianAugustine Michael

Jessy James

Mathew Joseph

Saly Thomas Arackal
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Sojan Augustine

Hotel & Accommodation

The Hotel & Accommodation Committee was chaired by Mr. Mathai Thomas and included 
the members listed below. This committee was responsible to ensure hotel accommoda-
tion was secured for all convention registrants, dignitaries and sponsor representatives.

Not Pictured: 
Sali Mathew

Thomas Arackal Vinoy Kurian Mathew Paimpalil

Valsa Alexander

Mathai Thomas
Coordinator

Jose Kandathiparambil

Prince Jacob

Jose Uthirakulathu

Jeetom Kadambatt

Sunil Kurian
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Juniors Programs (KG, Elementary & Middle school)

The Juniors Programs Committee was chaired by Rev. Sr. Agnes Maria MSMI and its mem-
bers are listed below. This committee organized its programs un-der three streams  cater-
ing to Kindergarten, Elementary and Middle school age children. Program for the Middle 
School Stream was led by Mrs. Sabeena Roncy George, while the Elementary School Stu-
dent’s Stream was led by Sr. Agnes Maria MSMI, and the Kindergarten stream was led by 
Mrs. Soji Tom.

Not Pictured: Ani Gonzalez |Christina Thomas|Clement Say
Gianna Say|John Paul Kasperowicz |

Natasha Theliachery|Sunitha Thomas|Teena Jacob

Sr. Agnes Maria MSMI
Coordinator &

Lead-Elementary Stream

Baneeja Cheru Antony

Mrs. Sabeena Roncy George
Lead-Middle School Stream

Manju John

Bettina Babu Newshia Augustine

Soji Tom
Lead-Kindergarten Stream

Rani Cheru
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Liturgy 

The Liturgy Committee was chaired by Mr. Shoji Thomas and was comprised of members 
listed below. The primary responsibility of this committee was to take care of all liturgical 
arrangements for the Holy Qurbana which included preparing a booklet which included 
both in English and Malayalam. This committee was also responsible for altar decorations 
and coordinating altar servers, lectors, communion stations and managing the main hall 
along with event team. The committee also worked closely with Rev. Fr. Kurian Neduveli-
chalumkal and Rev. Fr. Rajeev Valiyaveettil to ensure everything went smoothly.

Not Pictured:
Sr. Betsy
Sr. Emilyn

Bett Mundattuchundayil

Shoji Thomas
Coordinator

Sam KurianRoncy George

Tomy Chacko
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Medical

The Medical Committee was chaired by Dr. Anup Kudakkasseril and included the mem-
bers listed below. Responsible for a manned medical booth throughout the duration of 
the convention including provision of  first aid and first responder support as needed

Not Pictured: Annie Augustine|Deepa Joseph |Job Netticattel|Jolly Joy
Julie Binu| Julie Jose|Rosamma Augustine|Sali Mathew
Shabu Mathew Vandanamthadathil|Sheena Nampimadom

Cindu Kunthara

Dr. Mini Michael

Nurzy Roy

Saji Paul

Dolly James

Marykutty Babu

Resmi Biju

Dr. Anup Kudakkasseril
Coordinator

Molly Paul

Sabeena Roncy George

Deepthi James

Lissy Sojan

Reetha Joseph

Sanila Enchackal Jessy Sam
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Reception and Hospitality

The Reception & Hospitality Committee was chaired by Mr. Varghese Kalluvettamkuzhy 
and the members are listed below. This committee’s responsibility included managing the 
registration desks at the main Convention Venue/Hotel. This committee was also respon-
sible for the organizing and distributing welcome package that were distributed to con-
vention registrants on the first day of the Convention. The committee was responsible to 
maintain presence at the Hospitality Desk at all times during the course of the convention.

Anuja Jose

Beena Wilford

Cisy Kunthara

James Varikad

Varghese 
Kalluvettamkuzhyil

Coordinator

Baneeja Cheru

Biju Johnson

Giji Olickal

Jollyamma Binu Beena Mathew

Cindu Kunthara

Hendry KuntharaToms Chirayil

Babu Chacko

Benny Kuriakose

Jessy Manakalathil
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Not Pictured:  Augustin Adattukunnel|Dolly Varghese|Jini Mathew
Mercy Dcunha|Thomas Abraham|Tresa Joseph|

Kunjumol Prince

Pious Pious Thomas Arackal

Manoj Joseph (Manu)

Roychen Joseph

Tom Kunthara

Wilford Stephen Celine Ouseph Gladys Savio Valsa Alexander

Shaji Jose

Jose Uthirakulathu

Manju John

Regy Thomas

Tom Cheeramkuzhy Vinoth Joseph
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Seminars & Discussions

This committee was co-chaired by Mrs. Lissy Sojan and Mr. Jose Mathew and its members 
are listed below. The committee members acted as venue managers and were responsible 
for timely execution of the sessions by coordinating with the Event Managers from Event 
Team. They were also responsible for providing digital, sound and Visual support for the 
speakers in coordination with the Light & Sound Committee.

Lissy Sojan
Coordinator

Jessy Sam

Tom CheeramkuzhyPreeti Joseph

Toms Chirayil

Sibil Mathew

Clement Kurian

Blessina BabuJose Mathew
Coordinator

Dimple Joseph

Not Pictured: 
George Varkey
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Networking : Adults & Seniors

The Adult Networking Committee was chaired by Mr. Basil Palakapilly and included the 
members listed below. The responsibility of this committee included conducting network-
ing mixers for adults and seniors at the convention including Syro Match.

Annie Nellikkunnel

Raina SunilLeju PalakapillyBasil Palakapilly
Coordinator

Regy Thomas
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Stage, Light & Sound

The Stage, Light & Sound Committee was chaired by Mr. George Kurian and its members 
are listed below. The primary responsibilities of this committee included design as well as 
execution of following scopes - Stages, Video Wall, Projectors, Light and Sound for Main 
Stage and all other venues.

George Kurian
Coordinator

Jeetom Kadambatt Binumon Thomas

Jeril PuliyilJoshua Jose
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Transportation

The Transportation Committee was chaired by Mr. Gigi Olickal and its members are listed 
below. The primary functions of this committee include arrangement of transportation 
of participants, sponsors and speakers/dignitaries from IAH and Hobby airports (to and 
from the convention venue) on the first and last days of the convention. In addition, this 
committee was responsible to organize parking arrangements near the convention venue.

Not Pictured: George John|George Kolacheril

Gigi Olickal
Coordinator

Sojan George Tony Joseph

Shebi GeorgeJoji Jose

Thomson Chakramackal

Security

The Security Committee was chaired by Mr. Bose Kurian the members are listed below. 
The committee was responsible for developing the strategy and execution of security and 
discipline for the convention. THe priorities include but not limited to ensuring safety and 
security of kids and juniors in GRB including locking down the area, as needed. The com-
mittee’s responsibilities also include coordination with the Hilton Hotel and GRB as well as 
the registration committee on ID and tagging.

Sujith ThomasBose Kurian
Coordinator

Babu Vennalil
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Awards 

The Awards committee was chaired by Mr. Antony Cheru and had the following mem-
bers. The primary role of this committee involved setting up and procuring momentos 
and palques including those for Diocesan Awards, Procession, Dodge Ball, Sponsor Rec-
ognition. In addition, they were responsible for coordinating the raffle draw as well as the 
award ceremony during the evening of August 3rd.  

Not Pictured: Rosamma Augustine

Antony Cheru
Coordinator

Resmy Biju

Babu Chacko

Vinoth Joseph Joseph Valluvanatt

Benny Kuriakose

Augustine Michael

Saji Simon

Not Pictured: Rosamma Augustine

Resmy Biju Vinoth Joseph Joseph ValluvanattAugustine Michael
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General Volunteers 

This committee was chaired by Saji Simon and had the following members. The primary 
role was to co-opt members to other committees per need basis to ensure smooth con-
duct of the Convention.

Not Pictured: 
Annie Augustine|Annie Parekkattil
Francis Nampimadom|Jancy Paul 

John Chacko|John Thomman
Jose Joseph|Leelamma Thomman

Babu Chacko

Jojo Xavier Puthenpurayil

Jessy Jacob

Molly Paul

Saly Thomas Arackal

Betzy Jojo Puthenpurayil

Mary Tottasseril

Sojan Augustine

Thomas Arackal

Bridget Thomas

Biju Thomas

Marykutty Babu

Saji Simon|Coordinator

Fatty Joshy

Joseph Dominic

Philomina Pious

Shajee Jose
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Opening Ceremony 

This committee was chaired by Mrs. Fancimol Pallathummadom and comprised of mem-
bers as listed below. Primary responsibility was to conduct the opening ceremony cul-
tural program from home parish (St Joseph Forane Church, Houston) that was held on 
the opening day of the convention (Thursday 1st August’19). Rev. Fr. Shaji Thumpechirayil 
served within this committee in the role of  Chief Architect of the cultural program. 

Anita AickarethBiju Antony

Ashley Joseph

Sijo Jose Baneeja Cheru

Treesamol Joy Jessy James

Antony CheruFr. Shaji Thumpechirayil 
Chief Architect

Fancimol Pallathumadom
Coordinator
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Home Parish Marketing

The Home Parish Marketing Committee was chaired by Mr. Jose Kandathip-arambil and 
its members are listed below. The primary function of this committee was to ensure max-
imum participation from Home Parish (St Joseph Forane Church) including sponsorship 
and raffle. 

Alexander Kudakachira

Jacob Joseph

Jose Kandathiparampil
Coordinator

Bobby Joseph

Jeetom Kadambatt

James Francis

Chacko Kallukuzhy

Joji Jose

Babu Chacko

Jainamma Jose

Bose Kurian

John Babu
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Roncy George

Paul Joseph

Babu Mathew

Jose Uthirakulathu

Salby VincentPrince Jacob

Biju Mathew

James Viruthikulangara

Mathukutty Kariampilly

Hendry Kunthara

Jojo Thundiyil

Rejeena Thundiyil

Jose Manakalathil

Saji Simon

Prema Kurian
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Shebi George

Thomson Chackaramakal

Dany George Joji Joseph Joseph Devassia

Sunil Kurian

Varghese Palathara

Sunny Tom Vinzi Edward

Sojan Augustian

Tom Kunthara

Not Pictured: Binu Kurian||Emil Simon|Regi Joseph|Swapna Mathew

Savio Mathew
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Fr. Dr. James Puliurumpil

 Apostolic Origin
Syro Malabar Church, together with other Churches of St Thomas tradition in India, traces its origin to St Thom-
as, ‘the apostle of India’ who evangelized India in the period between 42 and 72 AD during his two missionary 
journeys in India. The ancient period of her history can rightly be called ‘the apostolic period’ of the Syro Mal-
abar Church. Apostle St Thomas laid a strong foundation to this Church. The recent archaeological researches 
done in and around Muziris/Kodungalloor and the studies regarding the coins of king Gondophorus, discovered 
from Afghanistan and Pakistan, prove many facts of history which were formerly part of tradition or belief. The 
beliefs of our ancestors handed over to us as traditions are not fictions, but historical facts, but often shrouded 
with other narrations, as their intentions were not exactly to hand over the historical facts.

 Persian Contact
After the visit of the Alexandrian scholar Pantenus, in India in189, the Indian Church began maintaining con-
scious contact with the Church of the East in the Persian Empire and getting bishops sent by the Seleucian or 
Chaldean patriarch throughout the medieval period. In the seventh century this dependence took on a measure 
of structural independence when the Nestorian patriarch granted the metropolitan (archbishop) in India free-
dom from the jurisdiction of the Persian metropolitan of Rew-ardshir. The granting of metropolitan status to the 
Indian Church was the acceptance of her autonomy. The community of St Thomas Christians maintained ever 
fainter but never quite extinguished loyalties to the Persian Church, remaining ‘Hindu in culture, Christian in 
religion and oriental in worship’. When the Indian Church followed the Chaldean liturgy the customs, practices, 
rites and ceremonies were all Indian. So the Indian Church in the medieval period was a separate church but 
dependent on the Chaldean patriarch.

 Western Contact
In the modern period, from 16th to 19th centuries St Thomas Christians were under the Portuguese Padroado 
and Roman Propaganda Fide jurisdictions. During this time, the oriental nature, Syriac liturgy, Indian customs 
and practices all underwent changes especially due to the legislations of the Synod of Diamper of 1599. The 
consequent so called ‘Coonan Cross Oath’ of 1653 against the Portuguese ecclesiastical authorities resulted 
in the division of the one-fold St Thomas Christians into different factions in subsequent centuries. Those who 
remained loyal to the Roman Church were called ‘Syro Malabar’ Church and the rest accepted the Antiochian 
jurisdiction in the 19th century. A small faction of the Orthodox Syrian Malankara Church became Catholic in 
1930 and were called ‘Syro-Malankara’ Church. 

Three and a half century-long western contact has changed the Church of St Thomas Christians a lot. Until the 
beginning of 16th century this Church was fully Indian dependent on the Persian Church with sporadic contact 
with the western Christianity. But the divisions happened in this one-fold St Thomas Christianity during this 
period of western contact is regrettable. The loss of autonomy, All-India jurisdiction and metropolitan status 

Syro Malabar Church: A Brief History

Resident Professor of Church History 
St. Thomas Apostolic Seminary, Vadavathoor, Kerala
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were other sad effects. Granting of separate Vicariates towards the end of the 19th century was 
the first step towards its autonomy. Appointment of native bishops, and then a hierarchy also 
furthered its autonomy.

 Becomes autonomous and global
The real modern period of Syro Malabar Church begins towards the end of the nineteenth century with the 
separation of Syrians from the Latin by the establishment of the vicariates of Trichur and Kottayam with the 
apostolic letter Quod iam pridem of 20 May 1887 of Pope Leo XIII. This new beginning is strengthened with 
the appointment of native bishops in the Syro Malabar vicariates of Trichur, Changanacherry and Ernakulam 
in 1896 with the apostolic letter Quae rei sacrae. The establishment of Latin hierarchy in 1887 and the Syro 
Malabar hierarchy with the apostolic constitution Romani Pontifices of 21 December 1923 by Pope Pius XI 
gave impetus to the growth of Christianity in India. The hierarchy of Syro Malabar Church was not constituted 
in the manner of an Eastern hierarchy with a common head (patriarch, catholicos or major archbishop) and a 
synod of bishops. The erection of an indigenous hierarchy contributed to the phenomenal growth of the Syro 
Malabar Church. Soon a second ecclesiastical province and different dioceses were granted by Rome. From 
1962 onwards mission regions and dioceses started functioning. With the establishment of the Syro Malabar 
Ordinariate of Chanda on 31 March 1962 the Syro Malabar Church began erecting vicariates, exarcates or 
diocese in the mission areas in North or Central India.

On 16 December 1992 St John Paul II constituted this Church as a Major Archiepiscopal Church. The apostolic 
origin, possession of a venerable spiritual patrimony and the steady growth of the church, as is seen in the 
papal document, are the reasons for recognizing its higher status. The present major archbishop Mar George 
Cardinal Alencherry is the third major archbishop after Mar Antony Padiyara and Mar Varkey Vithayathil. The 
two vicariates (Kottayam and Trichur) which they received in 1887 have become today 35 diocese (plus two 
apostolic visitations). The two vicariates that were confined in Kerala between Pampa and Bharatapuzha rivers, 
has today expanded to all other parts of India,  USA, Australia, Great Britain and Canada. What is now needed is 
universal jurisdiction –the possibility of multiple jurisdiction- so that the major archbishop can exercise power 
over Syro Malabar faithful all over the world.

The Syro Malabar Church which is one among the 23 Catholic Churches of Christendom, is the most active, 
living and rapidly growing Eastern church which can be rightly called ‘eastern’ as it is eastern both liturgically 
and geographically. Today it has 63 bishops (including 17 emiriti), 4545 diocesan priests, 3499 religious 
priests, 5484 men religious, 32453 women religious, 1225 Major seminarians (in 17 Major seminaries) and 
5054422 faithful. With 4 Saints, 2 Blesseds, 3 Venerables and 13 Servants of God, the Syro Malbar church 
is heading all other Oriental Churches in Christian life, parish activities, youth ministry, vocations to religious 
life, conducting ecclesiastical, charitable, health and educational institutions, publications and involvement in 
social activities. But it has steps still to climb, to a patriarchal structure, to attain jurisdiction over her faithful 
all over the world, to plan new vistas for mission work. Her unique liturgical heritage, particular canonical dis-
cipline, long standing tradition, apostolicity etc justify this claim.  

Dr. Fr. James Puliurumpil belongs to Palai Diocese, Kerala. He is a Resident Professor of Church History at St. Thomas Apostolic Seminary Vadavathoor, Kottayam, 
and a visiting professor at different Catholic Faculties. He has authored 19 books on history. The recent works are: Classic India: Western Accounts Before Christ 
(2017), Syro Malabar Church Towards Patriarchate (2017), Jurisdiction of the Syro Malabar Church (2018), Acts of Thomas: A Theological Source for St. Thomas 
Christians (2019) and Glimpses of Syro Malabar History (2019).
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Fr. Sunoj Thomas, O.S.B 
Pastor, St. Catherine of Siena Parish, Kansas City, MO.

I was born and brought up in Kerala, India, and raised in the Syro Malabar rite. The culture in the United States 
is very different from ours. Growing up everyone attended Mass on Sunday and we went to church to learn our 
faith in catechism classes. To enter religious life or get married everyone must graduate from a 12th grade cat-
echism class and engaged couples attend marriage preparation courses lasting an entire week. Unlike here in 
Western Church where the majority of couples are living together before marriage, cohabitation is very seldom 
among the faithful in Syro Malabar Church. Having been in the Western world and especially in U.S. for the last 
fourteen years, I’ve known many wonderful people who approached the Church to get married and I honor their 
resolve, especially when they don’t have everything in order as they approach the Church.

In the preparation document for the Synod on the Family (Lineamenta #40) the Church asks us to consider “…
elements in the lives of these couples (cohabiting outside of marriage) that can foster greater openness to the 
gospel of marriage” and urges us to have, “…sensitivity to the positive aspects” of these couples’ relationship. 
This means there is also a need to approach each couple on a case by case basis so that we can meet them 
where they are and take them further in their relationship with Jesus. This is why good pastoral care is the key 
to serving these couples well.

It will help us here to reflect on the meaning of the phrase “pastoral care.” The Greek word ‘poimen’ in meta-
phorical terms refers to spiritual leaders as “shepherds”. Christ is depicted as the “good shepherd” (Jn. 10:11; 
Heb. 13:20; I Pet. 2:25) to his people. Pastoral care offered by a true shepherd then is a relationship of faith. 
There is a rich meaning to the biblical words used to describe faith. The Hebrew and Greek words for faith 
might be better translated as “personal loyalty” or “personal commitment.” With these insights we can define 
pastoral care as a work to help develop in the faithful a greater personal commitment to Jesus Christ and the 
new life that He calls each of us to live.

Throughout the history of the Church misuse of power and money, child abuse and many other scandals have 
scattered the sheep; often paving the way to extreme ignorance of faith. Lack of commitment to the faith in-
creases the incidences of divorce, abuse, abortion, cohabitation, marriage outside the church, and many other 
failings in relation to family life.

When this happens, people depend on themselves to interpret marriage and family life, instead of being guided 
by Catholic teaching. Many have lost faith fully or partially in certain areas of Catholic teaching. We all know, 
once trust is broken it is not easy to rebuild, but it can be done. Now, “pastoral care” for me is to rebuild the 
trust missing in so many people’s relationship with God and His Church and marriage preparation is a great 
opportunity for this.

Good things are happening in our time. In the last three decades our popes have helped us understand the 

Pastoral Care For Couples Civilly Married Or Living Together
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“Good Shepherd” and his relationship with the “sheep” through their teachings and life exam-
ple. Marriage preparation in our diocese reflects Catholic doctrine and helps couples to consider 
the important role that faith plays in a happy and holy marriage. Here at USA we are blessed with 
a great diocese and two great pastors as our bishops. Bishop Jacob Angadiathu and Bishop Joy 
Alappattu. And their leadership with the help of priests in the diocese I do see an awesome awareness 
happening here in our diocese. In my own experience each year I continue to get better at walking with the 
engaged, regardless of their situation.

There is a beautiful example in the Gospel of Luke (24:15-35). The story of two disciples going to Emmaus, 
they were “looking sad” (v. 18) because they thought Jesus died and was gone. Now, “Jesus himself drew near 
and went with them.” Jesus drew near while they were absorbed in their talk and sadness not knowing He was 
already walking with them. This “walking with God” is a beautiful theme from the Old Testament exemplified in 
Isaiah 52.12 where He is said “to walk ahead” of his people to lead them back to Canaan after exile.

We can expect people “to walk with God”. But the scripture also helps us understand it’s more important for 
the “shepherd to walk with his people” like Jesus walking with His disciples on the road to Emmaus. Like 
the two disciples, there are many who are being carried away with the misunderstanding of false teachings, 
poverty, fear, abuses, and ignorance; the role of the shepherd is to walk with them patiently and guide them to 
reconciliation with God and the Church by experiencing His mercy in the Sacraments of Confession and the 
Eucharist. This is what Pope Francis encourages us to do when he speaks of the Church as a “field hospital.”
The responsibility of the Shepherd is to “walk with” the sheep and empower them with true knowledge as faith 
improves. In this fast moving “postmodern” culture, keeping up with the “sheep” isn’t easy for a shepherd. In 
this context, I think the Syro Malabar convention is an opportunity for all of us to listen to each other and learn 
more about the difficult situations so many of us face. All the while knowing that the essential characteristics 
of Christian marriage: unity, fidelity, indissolubility, fruitfulness never change because they define true Christian 
marriage.  

Fr. Sunoj Thomas, O.S.B. is Pastor at St. Catherine of Siena Parish in Kansas City, MO. And also, the Mission Director of St. Therese Syro Malabar Mission Kansas 
City, MO. And give classes at various Seminaries and classes for the youth.
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Dr. Annilyn Purayidom
St. Joseph Forane Church, Houston

Parenting in the 21st century is way different than it was a century ago. I remember how my parents and 
grandparents talked about their childhood, when they would be hanging out with their community and extended 
family, on their own, attending to different things. In fact, the village helped raise children back then. But today? 
The culture and situations have changed dramatically. Today, safety itself is a main concern. There is so much 
violence, drugs, sexual immorality, child trafficking, child predators, the list goes on. Society has degraded 
very much so, morally. If we don’t pro-actively fight back, I cannot envision what the next generation will hold. 

New and ever-increasing technology has hijacked the culture. We cannot imagine a world without technology. 
There are lots of good results of technology. I am extremely grateful for  GPS, without which I don’t know what 
I would have done! But at the same time, there are issues associated with technology- in fact, pretty serious 
issues that we simply shouldn’t close our eyes to. Today, parents have to be way much more vigilant than a 
century ago, in raising their children. But most of the time, the opposite is happening, when kids are handed 
their own smart-phones even in lower elementary school! Despite numerous studies that reinforce the negative 
effects of screen time on young minds, it is a shame that most parents don’t realize what they are doing to their 
children. Not only does increased screen time lead to obesity, sleep deprivation, physical ailments, eye strain, it 
also leads to lack of social skills and self-confidence, poor school performance, attention disorders, procras-
tination, aggressiveness, and violence. Social media use in kids and teens has its own whole set of problems, 
including anxiety, depression, and increased rates of suicide. These devices when handed over without proper 
parental restrictions, can lead to even worse outcomes. It is startling to know that an overwhelmingly high 
percentage of kids are exposed to porn even by the age of 12. The end result of all this screen time is a dis-
connectedness, and passive approach to life, where good character is at the back-burner, and kids are hardly 
motivated to rise beyond ‘barely making it through’. It is very tempting to offer a device as a babysitting tool, 
but we should pause and think for a second before we do so. What are we really doing, and what message are 
we conveying? We need to break the pattern of lazy kids who don’t care about anything around them, but only 
their screens; and empower them by having them physically and mentally engaged with the needs in the family. 

The family should be a safe haven for the children. But today, increasing number of parents are driven to make 
more and more money, so they pursue overtime work, and their presence at home dwindles. As a substitute, 
they resort to providing them more and more ‘gifts’ to make up for their absence. In a culture where parents are 
very disconnected, and possibly don’t even see each other because they are working back to back, it is hard 
for kids to feel secure and safe, and connected, and  they have more chance of resorting to other things that 
may make them ‘feel’ more secure, like drugs or porn or other ‘friends’. Also, just pushing them to more and 
more academics without really providing for them a solid moral support in a loving environment, is of no good. 
Instead it can backfire, leading to higher rates of depression and suicide. What children need is the presence of 
parents and their emotional connection. Students can never substitute for this. The overall primary motivator of 
a child’s success is how involved and present the parents are in the life of their children.  

Parenting in the 21st Century- Struggles and Possibilities
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We think that providing children with everything they need and never allowing them to fail, will 
keep them happy. The contrary is true. Giving kids everything they need or ask for, will negative-
ly affect their life. We need to exert discretion at what we give them and inform them the reason 
why we deny certain things. God does not give us everything we ask for, but only what will end up 
good for us- for our souls. When we give in to every small request that they put, thinking we are doing 
a great favor by making them happy in doing so, we are only spoiling them, causing them to be entitled, and 
allowing them to get away with their manipulations. 

Parents must step up and be parents, and exert their parental authority over their children. Children (as well as 
parents) need to know that the authority of parents over children comes from God, and that they are bound to 
obey. We parents should be involved in the daily lives of our children. We need to foster strong and positive 
relationships. We should know what they do, where they hang out, who their friends are. We need to know their 
needs and be able to mentor/ disciple them.  We as parents should give a primary focus on developing godly 
character in our children. Even more than academics, this should be our primary focus. We ought to instill a 
strong work ethic, early on. Children should be involved in day to day family life. They should be entrusted 
chores around the house. By entrusting chores, not only are they learning very important life-skills, but also 
being good stewards of God’s creation and gifts, as well as grateful citizens. On the other hand, we should 
also not hover over them like a helicopter, micromanaging their every move. We need to set the boundaries, 
yet allow them to have freedom within those boundaries. They have to fall within those boundaries,  get up on 
their own, and learn from their failures. We have to allow this, instead of protecting them out of situations. We 
ought to aim to bring up well-adjusted kids, who can bounce right back after failing. 

Parents are primary educators of children, as outlined in the Catechism of the Catholic Church. We need to 
claim control over our children and not delegate this important duty to others. We should  be present for our 
kids. Our priority should be our family. I think some practical solutions to fight back today’s culture are:

1) Be intentionally involved in  the needs of the children, being present not only physically, but mentally.
2) Greatly limiting the use of screen time, and instead encouraging kids to keep mentally and physically 

active. 
3) Delaying social media use until early adulthood.
4) Creating a safe haven in the family, where kids actually feel safe- by modeling love, mercy  

and forgiveness. 
5) Establishing a strong work ethic, and a culture of giving in your best. 
6) Having children involved in the household responsibilities, by giving them chores. 
7) Giving emphasis to developing godly character and good virtues- integrity, honesty, compassion,  

diligence, gratitude, attentiveness. Good character trumps academics.

God has placed a very important task at our hands- to bring each of our family members to heaven. We should 
not slack in this important duty. Parenting is hard work. Only a family that is rooted in faith can effectively min-
ister to their kids. Let’s pray to God to give us the grace and wisdom to perform this most important duty he 
has entrusted us. If we don’t proactively fight back, we can lose our children and the next generation. “Do not 
conform yourselves to this age but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may discern what is 
the will of God, what is good and pleasing and perfect.” (Romans 12:2) “But if any of you lacks wisdom, he 
should ask God who gives to all generously and ungrudgingly, and he will be given it” (James 1:5)  
 May God Bless!
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Joel Kattady
St. Thomas Forane Church, Dallas

Reflections from Martin Luther King Jr.’s: “The Drum Major Instinct” 

It’s easy to forget that after all Martin Luther King Jr. did for the Civil Rights Movement, he was a pastor too. But 
his righteous actions for social justice and civil change are a natural outgrowth of the messages he preached, 
as seen in “The Drum Major Instinct.”  On February 4, 1968—the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. delivered his 
“The Drum Major Instinct” sermon at Ebenezer Baptist Church at Atlanta, Georgia. In this sermon, he acknowl-
edges the fact that many people desire recognition; they desire to be the first. He calls this desire the “drum 
major instinct.” But he proposes an alternative kind of ambition one can achieve through a life of service that 
could serve as a path for the growing Syro Malabar community in the United State. The central message of 
the sermon is that pride is the strongest human desire. After all, pride was what caused humanity to fall away 
from God at the Garden of Eden. Rather than fight against this natural human desire, King advises channeling 
it into a force for good. Being proud is not in and of it itself an evil desire, so long as one finds pride for the 
right reasons. King tells his parish to take pride in working for the betterment of others. Everyone can at least 
do that. No matter what job you have, what race you are, or what religion you belong to, everyone can work 
for the betterment of humankind.

One of King’s admirable qualities is his refusal to demonize his 
opponents. Much like Lincoln before him, who said that Southern 
slave holders were good people stuck in an evil institution, King 
does not lampoon his opponents. Instead he empathizes with them, 
and is filled more with pity for their sins than wrath at their injustice. 
He calls his parish to be greater, and to prevent this desire from 
corrupting them completely, as it has done to so many already. King 
wants his congregation to take the noble path, instead of meeting 
violence with violence, understanding that if one trades an eye for 
an eye, the whole world will go blind. But perhaps the passage that 
struck closest to home was when King mentioned our own pride in 
the form of closed communities. Every closed community is like a 
private club, with the massive temptation for members of the com-
munity to think of themselves as better than the average person. 
Whether that is true or not, it is more of a burden than a privilege. If gold rusts, what shall iron do? Perhaps 
we are called to be greater, but that means we are called to be lights to the entire world. Placed upon us is the 
responsibility to make an impact wherever we go, and to guide those around us towards Christ by our example: 
to act as servants to the world around us.

Mahatma Gandhi, King’s predecessor once said, “In order to find oneself, one must lose oneself first in the 
service of others.” King follows this message, teaching that one must be proud of one’s identity, but one’s 
identity must be found by serving their fellow man. This is indeed a motto that each and every one of us can 
live by to make our community, our country and the world at large a much better place for generations to come. 
 
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Aby Abraham

“My soul is sorrowful even to death” 
[Mathew 26:38]. Keep these words 
of Jesus in mind. Growing up, I had 
many doubts about Christianity, espe-
cially as I entered my teenage years. I 
would always ask questions, and for 
the most part, I found sufficient an-
swers. However, there was one facet 
of the Christian narrative that bothered 
me for years without solace. 

Why in the world is it such a big deal 
that Jesus was crucified and killed for 
the whole world? I mean, of course, I 
believed it was an honorable act, but 
why was he given more credit than an-
yone else who died for someone whom 
they love? Do many soldiers not do the 
same? Do many parents and spouses 
not do the same? Even some of the followers of Christ himself suffered worse deaths than he did. Why was his 
death such a big deal? Sure, it was God dying, but if he knew that this is what it would take to save the world, 
then many regular good people would have done the same. In fact, wasn’t it all for show when he could have 
just saved us with the snap of his fingers? These are the thoughts I struggled with for a long time, and I’m 
sure many people have thought the same. Little did I know at the time that the suffering he experienced in his 
soul was such that anyone would beg to be replaced on that cross because it was the worst of physical pain. 
Anyone who has experienced deep pain in the soul knows what I am talking about. Any parent who sees the 
tears of his/her child knows the piercing sword of the soul is unmatched by any physical blade. Anyone who 
has ever lost a loved one knows that he or she would take a million bullets just to have one more word with 
the soul of his or her beloved. Anyone who has been crushed by the pressures of our modern era experiences 
the doubt of one’s own value. 

This is what made the death of our Lord so eternally significant. He took into his own soulful heart the deepest 
pains of every single human who had ever come before him, walked with him, and those yet to come. We 
experience compassion, which means to suffer with him, while he truly suffered for our pains even deeper than 
we ourselves have suffered. He was in so much pain that the stress popped his blood vessels and he began to 
sweat his precious blood. This was not mere physical pain. This was not a mere fear of losing his life. This was 
the pain of taking the daggers of sin to the human heart since time immemorial. This was the pain of drinking 

Entering Christ’s Passion and Resurrection as Syro Malabar Catholics

St.Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic Church, San Francisco



160

the chalice of death that was to be our punishment. His soul was sorrowful even unto death. 
He entered the very prison of our hearts, trapped in the shackles of our sin, and died in them a 

sorrowful death. In doing so, he gazed into each of our hearts and reminded us of who we are. 
In doing so, he healed the wounds of misunderstanding, of betrayal and of the lies telling us that 

we’re not enough. In doing so, the shackles were broken, and we were freed. Freed by the wounded 
heart of Jesus Christ. We must remember especially, as Syro Malabar Catholics, that this was not the end. Out 
of this sorrowful death came his resurrection. What were Jesus’s first words when he came to the disciples 
after his resurrection? With his wounds held out, he said to them, “Peace be with you” [John 20:19]. There are 
two things to take from this: one is the proclamation and the other is the still-present wounds. First examine 
those words of Jesus that have the power to affect reality. 

The same way God’s Word has the power to create the world and to change simple bread and wine into his 
body and blood; the same way he can say, “Talitha Koum!”[Mark 5:41] “Little girl get up!” and she gets up 
is the same way his proclamation of peace affects us if we only allow it to. Keeping in mind Saint Thomas’s 
relationship with Christ, his doubt was not so much in the scientific impossibility of resurrection, but rather he 
could not bear another heartbreak after the crucifixion killed his only hope. Sound like anything that has ever 
happened in your life? Out of this fear he decided to stride very carefully. He saw the change in the disciples, 
and this encouraged him to at least stay with them for the following week. I’m sure he struggled very much 
with the silent, mysterious nature of God but decided to stay in the fellowship of the disciples in whom he 
noticed something different. When Jesus finally came to him once again, his wounds were exposed, as he 
proclaimed, “Peace be with you” [John 20:26]. Thomas joyfully proclaimed, “My Lord and My God!” [John 
20:28]. His words were a proclamation of a fulfilled hope. 

Christ revealed to him that nothing could ever separate us from the only thing that truly matters, the peace of 
God’s love. As he called Thomas to touch his wounds, we must also do so, recognizing the truth that God did 
not come to erase our wounds but rather to transform them and bring them into his very being. I have read an 
article which talks about what Thomas’s dilemma really might have been in relation to us: He couldn’t believe 
that God loved him as dearly as he claimed. Yet, like St. Thomas, if we can trust just enough to consider it, 
perhaps we’ll unexpectedly be drawn into this love. Moving forward in our lives, as Syro Malabar Catholics, 
we can at least follow the example of our father in faith and consider how much God loves us.  
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Caroline James
St. Joseph Forane Church, Houston

Mother Teresa once said, if you judge people, you will have no time to love them. Humans are fascinating and 
complex beings and the universal truth behind each and every person you meet is that, they all have an under-
lying story behind them.Their inane curiosity from childhood, moments of self-doubt from their teen years, and 
the beliefs that get inculcated in them during their growing up years, all end up becoming part of their DNA.
The happy and the not so happy experiences from their adulthood, their accomplishments and their trials & 
tribulations mould them and shape them into the person they become. 

Like an onion, an individual is made up of multiple dimensions and layers.This is what I call The Onion Theory. 
As we unpeel each layer, there may be a lot more that we can learn about a person including what constitutes 
their core. But as human beings, our natural predisposition on meeting someone is to become judgmental and 
form an impression about them immediately. We form these impressions based on their social status, their 
relationship status, their beliefs, their opinions on various subjects, their demeanor, how they talk and conduct 
themselves and more often than not on their outward appearance. We also tend to have preconceived notions 
about them solely based on the experiences that our mind is conditioned to believe. So, we end up observing, 
forming opinions and passing judgements. 

The bible verses from Matthew 7:3 reads “Why do you see a speck of sawdust in your brothers’ eye and pay 
no attention to the plank in your own eye? We often pay no heed in examining our own conscience, reflecting 
on the course correction we require and instead put others through our judgement scanner. We draw con-
clusions about others often unaware of the storms they have weathered or the battles they have fought to be 
where they are. We all may have a cross to carry at some point in our life but let’s not become barriers, adding 
on more bricks to the psychological walls  people tend to build around themselves. Instead let’s work towards 
being nonjudgmental and supportive of each other through life’s unpaved paths.

As true Christians let’s be that light that spreads its brightness and radiates a warmth so bright that it reaches 
even the darkest corners of a heart that is afraid of being vulnerable. Let’s pass less judgments and spread 
more love; Be a hope in someone’s life; Be a listening ear for those who haven’t been heard in a while; Be 
compassionate and be a healer; Let’s be the reason behind someone’s smile!  

The Onion Theory-Why we should not judge a book by its cover
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Alina Thopurathu
St. Thomas Church, Boston

The future is a topic that is constantly discussed whether it be the future of technology, medicine, art, music, 
or religion. However, the future of the Syro Malabar diocese in America is rarely discussed. To consider the 
future of the diocese, it is important to understand the history and the current state of the diocese. In 2001, the 
Syro Malabar diocese of Chicago was inaugurated making it the first Syro Malabar diocese to be established 
outside of India. 

It is imperative to consider why the Syro Malabar diocese of Chicago was originally created. Initially, as I ex-
plored the answer to this question, I did not consider the possibility that faith and culture might be the reasons 
for the formation of the diocese. There are numerous Latin Catholic churches in the United States where Syro 
Malabar Catholics can go to worship. Indeed Latin Catholics and Syro Malabar Catholics share the same faith 
and because of this, there was not a faith-related reason for the formation of the Syro Malabar diocese of 
Chicago. In 2001, when the diocese was created, there were cultural groups where Malayalees could gather 
to celebrate their unique traditions. This meant there was no cultural need for the Syro Malabar Church in the 
United States. If the Syro Malabar diocese in America was not formed due to faith or cultural needs then why 
was the diocese created? While I searched for an answer to this question, I came upon Dr. Placid J. Podipara’s 
description of Thomas Christians which completely changed the trajectory of this paper. Dr. Podipara states 
that “Thomas Christians are Indian in culture, Christian in religion, and Oriental in worship” (Joseph 9). This 
definition led me to the revelation that to be a Syro Malabar Catholic it required the synergy of culture, religion, 
and worship. The Syro Malabar diocese of Chicago was formed because Syro Malabar Catholics in America 
desired a community where they could celebrate their Malayalee culture and Catholic faith while worshiping 
in the rite they were familiar with. As these Syro Catholics worshiped together they slowly formed close-knit 
communities that were based on the foundation of their identity-faith, culture, spirituality-which lead to the 
formation of the Syro Malabar diocese of Chicago. 

Currently, the Syro Malabar diocese of Chicago is suffering from internal conflict between the first and second 
generation Malayalee-American Syro Malabar Catholics. Jaisy Joseph best summarizes this conflict as the first 
generation “uses the community as a bastion of cultural preservation” meanwhile the second generation strug-
gles “from a disconnection with the past heritage and the simultaneous inability to fully assimilate into the US” 
(Joseph 61). Both the first and second-generation Syro Malabar Catholics need to see Syro Malabar parishes 
as more than a place for cultural-social gatherings. They must see these parishes as a place of worship too 
while striving to have a deeper understanding of the Syro Malabar rite. Currently, Syro Malabar parishes across 
the diocese are doing an excellent job of trying to make the youth feel as though they are part of the parish by 
organizing youth group activities, however, once these young Syro Malabar Catholics leave for college, they 
rarely come back to their Syro Malabar parishes and when they do return they often feel like outsiders. Syro 
Malabar parishes need to encourage their youth to visit the parish while they are at college and do a better 
job of reintegrating the youth who return from college into parish life. Parishes should start including youth in 
parish council and pastoral roles, such as helping to organize perunnals. This would help youth reconnect with 

Syro Malabar Youth: The Future of the Diocese
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the parish while simultaneously equipping the youth with the skills and experience that they 
will need to help run the parish.

The future of the Syro Malabar diocese in America is dependent on the second and third gener-
ations of Malayalee-American Syro Malabar Catholics. According to the Second Vatican Council, it 
is the duty of every Catholic to “retain his own rite wherever he is, must cherish it, observe it to the best of 
his ability.” Every Syro Malabar Catholic in America needs to acknowledge this responsibility and do what is 
necessary to help the Syro Malabar rite thrive in this foreign soil. The youth of the Syro Malabar diocese of Chi-
cago have recognized that in order for them to best carry this task out the Syro Malabar rite must evolve to be 
relevant to the current and future generations of Syro Malabar Catholics. The Syro youth of America advocated 
for an English Qurbana, so that the youth could better understand the Syro Malabar rite. The Syro Malabar dio-
cese of Chicago should make it a priority that every youth self-identifies as a Syro Malabar Catholic to ensure 
the continuation of the diocese. Once the Syro Malabar rite becomes an integral part of a person’s identity, they 
are more likely to recognize their duty, as stated by the Second Vatican Council, to continue celebrating this rite 
for the greater universal Catholic Church. 

The Syro Malabar church differs from other rites due to its unique pillars of faith, culture and spirituality. The 
Syro Malabar diocese should incorporate lessons on some of the symbolism, significance, and meaning of 
the Qurbana into its faith formation classes to aid the youth in developing a deeper understanding of the Syro 
Malabar rite. This will help the youth form a stronger connection to the Syro Malabar rite and may inspire them 
to pursue religious life. For the diocese to continue, it needs to foster local priests, such as Kevin Achan and 
Rajeev Achan, who are second-generation Malayalee-American Syro Malabar Catholics, who can relate to the 
struggles that the youth of our diocese face and inspire them to play an active role. 

Ultimately, whether the Syro Malabar diocese of Chicago will either continue to flourish or cease to exist de-
pends on the decisions and actions of today’s Syro Malabar youth, in conjunction with the first-generation. 
For the Syro Malabar diocese of Chicago to thrive in America, it is essential that the diocese must continue 
to evolve to satisfy the spiritual and cultural needs of the parishioners while developing a greater sense of 
solidarity within the diocese. This includes the education of first-generation parents to accept the dual identity 
of the second-generation as Malayalee-Americans and the second generation to confront the numerous mod-
ern-day challenges that await them. Aspects of American cultural values should be included in the diocese so 
that the second-generation of Malayalee-American Syro Malabar Catholics can see a reflection of their own 
values within the diocese. However, these changes alone will not promote the growth of our diocese unless the 
youth self-identify as Syro Malabar Catholics and that the youth ensures that the diocese maintains a balance 
between the Catholic faith, Malayalee culture, and Syrian rite.  

Works Cited: Joseph, Jaisy. The Struggle for Identity Among Syro Malabar Catholics. Eastern Christian Publications, 2009.
Vatican II Council. “Decree on the Catholic Oriental Churches: Orientalium ecclesiarum.” Solemnly promulgated by His Holiness Pope Paul VI on November 18, 1965. 
Accessed June 7, 2019. http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19651118_dei-verbum_en.html
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Little Flower Mission League first began under the name Cherupushpa Mission League, which was founded in 
India in 1947. Mission League was inspired by the words of his Holiness Pope Leo XIII, “The salvation of India 
is in her sons” Mr. P.C. Abraham, Kochchettan, took these words to heart and began one of the largest laity 
missions in Bharanjanam, India. Inspired by the special intentions of Sister Agnes, Bett Uncle, James Uncle, 
and their missionary spirit, LFML was then established at St. Joseph Syro Malabar Church in 2009. Coinci-
dently, this was also the year that I first came to the St. Joseph parish and received my Holy Communion. Like 
most 4th graders, I was used to looking at my parents as models for my faith, but it was a little harder for me 
since I was born in Saudi Arabia. Coming to the Houston Parish and learning more about my faith opened my 
eyes to how beautiful Catholicism was, but what truly made me grow in not only my spirituality, but also my 
love for Christ, is Little Flower Mission League. 

The Mission Leagu motto is charity, sacrifice, service, and suffering. These are virtues all missionary leaders’ 
practice, just as St. Teresa of Little Flower did. How can such big virtues be practiced by little kids? As a child, 
which I still do daily as a college student, I said invocations praising God at every occasion. This is when I 
truly understood the meaning of doing all things through Christ. These small actions that I was taught helped 
me grow. Now, as an animator for Mission League, I can share my experiences to our new little missionaries.

Little Flower Mission League is one of the largest organizations at St. Joseph and is one of the most beloved.  
It is where many of our young kids build a stronger foundation in their faith and grow as leaders. LFML is an 
organization not only made for the children, but also led by the children. This was done to cultivate young 
minds to become the future leaders of our church.  One of my fondest memories in Mission League was being 
asking by Sister Agnes what I wanted to be when I grew up. With a childlike joy I responded proudly, “I want to 
be a Saint and spread the news of God.” Still now, I have this desire instilled within me, due to the values that I 
have learned from LFML. Today, we have about 150 little missionaries in our LFML program at St. Joseph and 
we continue to grow every year. On October 1st, St. Teresa’s fest day, we inaugurate new members who have 
this same desire to undertake the missionary work of Jesus Christ. 

Little Flower Mission League has stood the test of time and has traveled from India to our St. Joseph parish, but 
it couldn’t have been done without the help of many. I’m very thankful for the Syro Malabar Chicago Diocese 
for allowing such a beautiful organization to be established now in America. Little Flower Mission League was 
an opportunity for me and several others to grow in their love for Christ and the church. I hope that every Syro 
Malabar church will be inspired to begin a Mission League in their own parishes with the help of our patron 
saint, St. Teresa of Little Flower.  

About the author: Blessina Caroline Babu is a biomedical science major at Texas A & M and is a member of St. Joseph Forane 

Church, Houston.

Little Flower Mission League: The Missionary Spirit

Blessina Caroline Babu 
St Joseph Forane Church, Houston
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Jansi Mary Jose 

The Silent Power

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 
So, the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.’ (Luke 1:35)  Who is the Holy Spirit? Is the Holy Spirit 
so powerful? Why must any importance be given to the Holy Spirit in my life? The Holy Spirit has been a great 
power throughout the Bible, more so evidently in the New Testament – right from the immaculate conception, 
Jesus birth, through His baptism, it was the Holy Spirit who was guiding and helping Jesus carry out His Fa-
ther’s Mission. When the apostles went out spreading the Word, the Holy Spirit worked through them and gave 
them power to do things they would never be able to accomplish on their own

The third person in the trinity

The power of the Holy Spirit is the power of God. With the completion of the Father’s will, in His death, resur-
rection and ascension into heaven, Jesus cleared the way for the third person in the Trinity. The Holy Spirit or 
The Paraclete as Jesus names Him, is not an essence or a force, but a personality having God’s essence “For 
there are three that bear witness in heaven: The Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one”. 
1John 5:7  They work in tandem as seen in many passages in the scriptures Jesus’ baptism (Matt 3:13-17) 
– voice of the Father, Son baptized, Spirit descending like a dove. Salvation (1Pet 1:2)-chosen by the Father, 
sanctified by the Spirit, sprinkled with Jesus’ blood. Sanctification (2 Cor 13:14) – grace of the Lord Jesus, 
love of God, fellowship of the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit gives me power 

The Holy Spirit empowered the disciples, to bear witness to Jesus in places and in ways beyond human im-
agination. The disciples dispersed to very distant lands and, in many places, first underwent resistance and 
hostility which they would never have overcome with just human strength. The power given by the Holy Spirit 
gives us strength to endure hardships and overcome difficulties in every walk of life. All we must do is ask.

The Holy Spirit is my Helper 

The Holy Spirit gives us the power and guidance to say and do the right things at the right time. “..do not worry 
about what you are going to say or how you will say it, when the time comes, you will be given what you will 
say” (Mathew 10:19). Every day when we ask the Holy Spirit for help and guidance in our thoughts, words 
and actions, we end up saying things which in retrospective prove to be most aptly said. And that no doubt is 
the work of the Holy Spirit in us.

The Holy Spirit intercedes for me and helps me pray

The Holy Spirit pleads with God for us and God who sees into our hearts knows what the thought of the Spirit 

St Joseph Forane Church, Houston
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is. (Romans 8:26-27) The Holy Spirit guides us to pray for the interviewers before appearing 
for an interview, to pray for the doctor when going into a surgery, to pray for all the people lis-

tening when going for a presentation, to pray for a future partner and the family even if we do not 
know who it might be. The Holy Spirit prepares them and us to have the best impact. 

The Holy Spirit keeps me from falling into sin 

“Let the Spirit direct your lives and you will not satisfy the desires of the human nature” (Galatians 5:16). The 
Paraclete has ownership of us, and the power to guide us through our daily lives. Holy Father Pope Francis 
shared in His reflection at the chapel Domus Sanctae Marthae that the Paraclete accompanies us throughout 
our lives. The word Paraclete, he explained means ‘the one who is beside me, to support me’ so that I do not 
fall into temptations in both good times and bad times. Usually we pray when things do not go well, but not 
otherwise. We must pray to the Holy Spirit for humility when things go well, to reiterate to oneself that it is not 
my ability or power but the silent power of the Holy Spirit in me that helped me with the achievement.

The Holy Spirit prepares situations and people

The Holy Spirit is always working to pave the path for the chosen people of God. There are multiple instances in 
the Bible which tells us how through the power of the Holy Spirit God changes situations and people. In our day 
today, life it might be a difficult spouse or coworker or a jealous friend, but the Bible talks about God changing 
many peoples across the nations. The Spirit worked through the angels to get the shepherds to visit Jesus and 
the Magi in the East to follow the star to Jesus. 

There are instances in our lives when we pray for something for a long time and finally when it happens, it does 
so, in all its perfection. All the while the Holy Spirit was hard at work to fulfil our hearts desire in accordance 
with the power and understandings of God the Father.

How do I seek the Holy Spirit?

 All we must do is ask Jesus to guide us and be submissive to His will. Jesus will give the Holy Spirit, and we 
will be transformed into His soldiers, and will be directed towards what is best for us according to His plans. 
For this to be an ongoing activity, we must pray every day to be filled with the Spirit. “May God, the source of 
hope, fill you with all joy and peace by means of your faith in Him, so that your hope may continue to grow by 
the power of the Holy Spirit” Romans 15:13  

With all my grattude to my parents who have instilled in me the importance of faith and prayer which I realized 
most when I flew out of their secure nest. 

Jansi Mary Jose is a software engineer and a mom of three wonderful kids. She is an active member of St. Joseph Forane Church, Houston. 
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St. Alphonsa’s Funeral Procession: An Eye-witness Testimony

Myself, with my classmates, witnessed the Funeral Procession of Saint. 
Alphonsa, on July 29th 1946.  Looking through the window of our school – 
St Mary’s Boys High School Bharanaganam—I clearly saw the emaciated, 
holy face of Alphonsamma; and I still hold in my mind a vivid picture of her 
face. I was then studying in the IV Form, equivalent to the present day 9th 
Grade of High School.  

‘Sir, There is a funeral procession moving towards the cemetery. Shall we 
watch it for a few moments’?: asked one of my classmates. ‘If you don’t 
make noise, just for a few minutes, you may look through the window’ 
- replied the class teacher, with a bit of hesitation. Mr P .C. Chacko, Poo-
vathummoottil, who was teaching us then Malayalam Grammar. Then an-
other companion of mine, Jacob Pamplany added: ‘It looks like the funeral procession of a Reverend Sister, a 
Nun; because the Sisters themselves are carrying the dead body of the Sister in the coffin’. Myself, my close 
friend, Jacob Pamplany and few others stood on the window sill, and looked at the procession for about 3 
minutes. I still clearly remember the vivid face of Sister Alphonsa-emaciated, peaceful and holy.  Sisters them-
selves had been carrying the coffin with the mortal body. There were a total of about fifty persons-five priest, 
about thirty Religious Sisters  of the Bharanaganam Clarist Convent; and some thirty lay people; of course, 
Alphonsamma’s dear father was among the lay people. And the funeral was on 29th July of the year 1946. 
Remember, Alphonsamma passed to Heaven on 28th July 1946. 

Prophetic Sermon of Fr. Romulus

Rev. Romulus CMI (late), standing in front of the mortal body of Alphonsamma declared: ‘I know this Alphon-
samma in and out. If only the world knew well this holy Sister who lies here motionless, there would have been 
here today a great crowd consisting of Church dignitaries such as Cardinals, Bishops; Politicians and so on to 
celebrate her funeral.’ “This proclamation of the funeral preacher was realized on November 9th 2008, when 
the Pala Diocese- to which Alphonsamma belonged--made a superb diocesan celebration  of Saint. Alphonsa, 
in continuation of her canonization in Rome on October 12th 2008.

We Two, the First Candle Lighters

The following day afternoon—30th July 1946—me and my dear friend Jacob Pamplany, went down the 
Boarding School verandah near by, to eat our lunch. Scarcely had we eaten our lunch, when Babu Chetten, 
the cook, approached us, school boys, saying: ‘Good boys! Would you do me a favour?—Yesterday morning, 
a holy Sister, Kanayasthri, is buried in our Cemetery Chapel over there. Please buy small candles for this one 
chakram—of the value of one rupee today—from that shop across the road, and light them at the tomb of the 
deceased  Sister, buried there in the Cemetery’. 

Rev. Dr. Jacob Kattackal
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With our youthful vigour and enthusiasm, me and my dear friend Jacob ran to the cemetery, 
about eight hundred feet away. But alas! On reaching the cemetery, what do we see? A tightly 

locked cemetery! Impossible for anyone to get in. Me and Jacob walked around the cemetery—
ten-foot wall around; we reached the eastern side of the cemetery; there the wall is 10 feet high. We 

two dare-devils, stood on the eastern side, and decided to climb the cemetery wall by mutual help—by 
push and pull --we succeeded; we ran to the tomb or kabaridam  

The tomb was marked out by two short benches , and a small lit candle and some flowers. We lighted our two 
small candles, and came out of the cemetery, using the earlier push and full technique! We were inside the 
class room after the noon interval. 

Growing crowd at the Tomb

On the following day (30th July) on, we the Boys School Students, used to watch long lines of the girls from 
the Girls High School across the road, proceeding to the cemetery (tomb) of the late Sister Alphonsamma. 
Saint Alphonsa, while alive, used to help many Girls School students  to procure good results in their exams; so 
these students had the conviction that their dear Alphonsamma would help them now also from Heaven.There-
after, day by day, lots of people were flocking to the tomb of  Alphonsamma to ask for many blessings, and 
to thank for the numerous miraculous favours they already have received. Soon there were public meetings 
and media reports--all proclaiming the extraordinary holiness and miraculous intercessory power of the holy ‘ 
Little Flower Kerala.’ And before long, permission was granted from Vatican to start officially the Beatification 
– Canonization processes of  Sister Alphonsa

And in due course,  on the solemn occasion  of the official visit of the Holy Father Pope John Paul II, Alphon-
samma was authoritatively proclaimed BEATA or Blessed  together with the Chavra Achen, at Kottayam on the 
8th February 1986, and I was one of the two thousand  odd Catholic priest con-celebrating with the Holy Father 
in the Beatification Qurbana.  February 8th 1986—what an unbearable hot day it was! The Holy Pope John Paul 
II was really tired after the Beatification.

Canonization in Rome

In due course, all canonical processes completed, Alphonsamma, together with four other saints from the Uni-
versal Church was solemnly canonized Saint of the Universal Church on October 12th 2008 by the then Pope 
Benedict XVI (Now he is retired and resting.) I was really happy to attend the Popes’ Canonization Qurbana, 
rather close to him in the Vatican Square.

 God Blesses us all......Saint Alphonsa, pray for us all.
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Be inspired by Great Women from the Bible

Elsa Mary Joy
St. Joseph Forane Church, Houston

From the New Testament
*Mary* did not stand out in any way. She quietly followed the Jewish traditions 
in a working-class family One day Angel Gabriel came to her and told her that 
she would bear the son of the Most High. Be a Mary, humble and submissive. 
You don’t have to be great for God to use you, you just need to obey  

It is said of both *Elizabeth* and Zacharias that they were ‘righteous before 
God, walking in all the commandments of the Lord blameless’.For years they 
had both prayed and longed for a child; though the prospect of natural child-
bearing was past, God was able to do the impossible and Elizabeth was blessed 
with John the Baptist.Be an Elizabeth, never doubt what God can do. Miracles 
do happen.

Speculations are that Jesus delivered *Mary Magdalene* from seven demons 
early on in His ministry. She was privileged to be one of the three persons pres-
ent at the crucifixion, prepared Jesus’ body for burial and was the first person 
to speak to Jesus after Resurrection. Be a Mary Magdalene, never let your 
mistakes and judgments of other people stop you from experiencing true joy 
in Jesus.  

*Lydia’s* story is in Acts chapter 16:9-15. Apostle Paul and Luke met Lydia 
and some other women at a riverbank prayer (instead of some devout men they 
expected). She and her household were converted and was baptized. Her house 
became the gathering place (first house church) for believers. Be a Lydia, let 
your homes be open, let your hands be generous, let your hearts be big 
enough to help anyone in need. Joy is greatest when shared.

*Dorcas* (or Tabitha, in Aramaic) was committed to giving alms to the poor 
continually. She made clothes and gave it to the widows around. One day she 
fell ill and died. Her body was bathed and groomed as per the customs and 
placed in the upper room. The widows summoned Peter he knelt beside her 
and prayed. Then, he said “Tabitha, arise.” Dorcas opened her eyes and sat 
up. Be a Dorcas, use your talents, however small it may seem to bring a 
smile on someone’s face. You’ll never know how much it can mean to some-
one.   
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From the Old Testament
*Esther* was an orphan who became the queen and got her own book 
in the Bible. A Jewish man Mordecai offended a high court official named 
Haman, who decided to kill all the Jews in the Persian empire. Queen Es-
ther pleaded with the king at the two banquets she hosted, and Haman’s 
evil plan was revealed for which he was hanged. 
Be an Esther, bold and courageous enough to stand for the truth, to 
voice your opinion and fight for the good of others, even when it means 
to sacrifice ourselves. If God has put you in a position, it is for a pur-
pose. Never be afraid to heed to that inner voice.  

Young *Ruth’s* husband and her mother-in-law Naomi’s husband had 
died. Though Naomi persuaded Ruth to go back to her village, she stayed 
back knowing that Naomi may not be taken care of. Finally, Ruth married 
a wealthy farmer who took care of them. She is the great grandmother of 
King David and has her own book in the Bible. Be a Ruth, loyal in all your 
relationships, walk the extra mile and don’t quit when things get tough. 
Someday, you’ll see why it was all worth the effort.

*Hannah* went to the tabernacle and prayed. She asked God for a son, 
promised to dedicate him to the Lord, and vowed to never cut his hair and 
give him to the Lord. The Lord answered her prayer. Hannah named the 
boy Samuel because she requested him from the Lord (Samuel means 
God has heard). Be a Hannah, never cease to pray. It will never be in 
vain.  

*Abigail* was married to a drunken abuser who refused to feed David 
and his troops. She realized David’s troops could kill them and hosted a 
banquet for David and his men, spoke to them apologizing for her hus-
band. Abigail’s example points to the importance of the words chosen 
when speaking in tense situations. Harsh, loud words may become the 
catalyst to unnecessary anger. In contrast we see how calm, careful-
ly calculated words can lead to a peaceful parting or solution. “A soft 
answer turns away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger” (Proverbs 
15:1). Be an Abigail, remember how each decision can turn your life 
around for good or bad. Be wise

*Sarah* the wife of Abraham was forced to leave her home and go to 
unknown places. The one great grief of Abraham and Sarah was that 
through their long life together they had no children. To a Hebrew woman, 
barrenness was looked upon as a gnawing grief, and sometimes regard-
ed as a sign of divine disfavor. The Lord blessed her at the age of 90. 
Lastly, be a Sarah, Trust & believe. All is possible with God  
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Poem
Anjali James
St. Joseph Forane Church, Houston

I saw  Jesus today,
On the holy alter as humble, wheat bread
    
With five loaves and two fish,
More than five thousands he fed.

In a priest hearing confession,
Christ died for human redemption.

In an innocent child, giggling with joy,
Innocence of Christ, Nazareth’s little boy.

In a forgiving  mother, who weeps inside,
For our infinite amount of sins, Jesus died.

In a quiet boy, reading the Holy word,
Thousands upon thousands, the Messiah cured.

In the fish that swim, his light I see;
Jesus , light of the world,  I look up to thee.
In a red rose, I remember his blood that shed through,
On the cross of salvation,  his  love was ever true.

In a butterfly,  freely  fluttering away,
The freedom by his salvation I enjoy  every day.

In a  teacher who corrects my mistakes,
God sent his son for only our sake

I saw Jesus  today, in many different  ways
But of my utmost  view, I saw him in my heart, today. 

I SAW JESUS TODAY

About the author: Anjali James won first prize in IPTF poetry writing competition and is a member of St. Joseph Forane Church, Houston.
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Hima Vadakekara
St. Mary’s Church, Pearland, TX.

Mar Thoma Margam: Our Father is Calling

My Lord, My God
How merciful you have been
To grant us such a father
So fearless, fierce, and relentless in his ways

“Let us also go to die with him”
A blazing, overwhelming, searing flame
Would not let him rest
His strong heart ablaze, in his love for you

This father left his home
To find his children thousands of miles away
Flames of love licked at the souls of his children
They arose and followed his trail
The children cultivated the fire
Each generation fueling a larger flame
They grew brave and stubborn for Christ
They spread Christ’s truth and love
Like their Father

The children called themselves
The Mar Thoma Nasranis
Mingling a beautiful, ancient culture
And a rich, religious heritage
To create something truly extraordinary

The generations to come left their home
But never let go of this extraordinary gift
Building communities of stronger flames
Spreading love, truth, and light
In each new land

The Father smiles from above
Beaming with pride
Praising you, Lord, for leading his children
To a family of love, strength and unity
Held together by the Mar Thoma Margam

Children of the Mar Thoma Margam!
The Father calls us now to celebrate

It is time now to join hands
To reflect on our past and celebrate the present
To plan towards a future full of hope

It is time now to join together 
and answer the question - Who are we?
We are the Children
Of our Fearless Father St. Thomas
We follow our Father’s footsteps

We gather as a family, a beam of hope
In a world of darkness     
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Charity comes from the French word Chrité and means, “Generosity and Giving; and Providing for those in 
need”. From a biblical perspective, Charity is considered a higher form of love, signifying the reciprocal love 
between God and Man, that is manifested in one’s unselfish love towards fellow beings. Charity is considered 
among the noblest of all virtues, as enunciated in 1 Corinthians 13:13 “And now abideth faith, hope, charity, 
these three; but the greatest of these is charity”. 

In India, historically, the concept of giving for Charity, otherwise known as “Daana” goes back to the Vedic 
period to around 1500 B.C., with the Rig Veda devoting an entire chapter to “Daana” and “Dakshina”. Nish-
kama Karma, also termed as Karma Yoga, is essentially acting or doing one’s duties in life without desire or 
expectation of reward, a sort of continuous and incessant sacrifice of action to the Supreme Lord leading to 
Moksha or eternal redemption. 

In fact, Nishkama Karma is action done without thought of personal gain and is exemplified in the count-
less acts of charitable activities undertaken by various Christian charitable and relief organizations operating 
amongst underprivileged societies and war-torn communities across the globe. Noteworthy examples of Nish-
kama Karma are those undertaken by Saint Theresa and the multitude of religious and lay people working for 
the Congregation of Sisters of Charity. Another example is the social reformation activities spearheaded by 
Mahatma Ghandhi to improve the living standards of the Harijans and uplift the socially deprived sections of 
the Indian Society.

In our midst, very recently, the concept of charity was put into action by a team of like-minded people from the 
Houston St Joseph Syro Malabar Forane Parish. Initially a small team got together in early 2019 and took a leap 
of faith and hope in envisioning and starting the St Joseph Medical Charity Clinic with the vision of reaching out 
to all the uninsured families residing in Fort Bend County. This clinic now successfully operates once a month 
at the St Joseph Syro Malabar Church in Houston, TX. Texas is home to the largest uninsured population in the 
country. Syro Malabar Community in Houston has one of the largest concentrations of medical professionals 
amongst Syro Malabar parishes in the U.S.. The charity clinic is an effort to leverage the medicals skills and 
expertise of our people to provide quality medical care for the most needy and vulnerable in our society. The 
support has been overwhelming not only from the medical community in volunteering on a monthly basis in 
various capacities to conduct the clinic, but also from the church and the parish community at large. The words 
of Jesus, “When you did this for them; you really did this for me”, resonates in the minds of all the volunteers 
in the St. Joseph Medical Charity clinic. 

Dr. Anup Kudakkasseril
Mrs. Lissy Sojan 
Dr. Mini Michael
St. Joseph Forane Church, Houston

Reflections on Charity
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An Inquiry Into the Symbolism of Baptism
My mother handed me a dusty picture of the reception after my Bap-
tism. In the candid photograph, the main celebrant was placing the 
sign of the cross on my chubby face as my mother held me. Other 
than the thoughtful nature of the celebrant’s blessing, what truly stood 
out to me was the joy seen in the faces of my parents and the guests 
that had gathered in our small apartment at the time. That seemingly 
insignificant picture emphasized the integral aspect of community 
within Baptism. Out of curiosity, I had chosen to interview my mother 
about her reasons for choosing to baptize me as an infant. The answers I ultimately received were reassuring 
and taught me more about the cultural aspect and symbolism behind the sacrament of Baptism.

My mother’s main reasons for choosing to baptize me as an infant were to gift me with the opportunity of 
formally becoming a member of the Mystical Body of Christ and to equip me with a “sacrament-based up-
bringing.” As a cultural practice, Baptism has largely become an essential milestone and tradition in the lives 
of many Catholic families like mine. Although my Baptism did not call my parents to radically change the way 
they approached the world, my father and mother recognized this formative event as a declaration of their 
“responsibility to raise [me] as a Catholic.” As soon as the first grade rolled around, my parents made sure 
to enroll me in CCE classes at our local Syro Malabar Catholic Church. Although I may have initially despised 
having to attend CCE classes and masses that would last for more than an hour, I have grown to appreciate the 
rich cultural traditions that characterize the special community of believers at my local parish. Consequently, I 
owe this newfound appreciation to my parents who respectably encouraged me not to stray from this unique 
community.

Upon inquiring about my mother’s favorite parts of my Baptism, she revealed that the most memorable mo-
ment at my initiation into the Church was when the celebrant poured holy water on my head and handed the 
baptismal candle to my godparents. My mother conveyed her appreciation for the symbolic nature of these rit-
uals. For her, the holy water represented my purification from sin. Moreover, the candle given to my godparents 
symbolized my call “to be a light of Christ in the world.” However, various passages of Scripture, such as the 
“Parting of the Red Sea” and “Noah’s Ark,” note that water does not only take on a cleansing role but also acts 
as a foundational, lifegiving, protective, and barrier-breaking agent of establishing community. In a similar way, 
the candlelight passed on to new members of the Church can also represent the transition from death to new 
life in Christ and the burning passion of religious faith. Therefore, the multifaceted interpretations of symbols in 
Baptism reveal numerous opportunities to encounter God’s grace in a personal way.

Through this inquiry into the cultural aspect and symbolic nature of Baptism, I discovered that we are ultimate-
ly cleansed from our Original and personal sins by the power of sacramental water. As new members of the 
Church, we are also given a new life with Christ through the community of believers. Joined in the Mystical 
Body of Christ, we are gifted with the challenge of living up to Christ’s standards as Priest, Prophet, and King. In 
doing so, it becomes our mission to live out our passion for the benefit of others by fostering holiness, bearing 
the truth of the Gospel, and directing others to God. 

About the author: Jessica Mary Michael is a Junior at St. Agnes Academy and a member of St. Joseph Forane Church, Houston.

Jessica Mary Michael 
St. Joseph Forane Church, Houston
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tbm-l 11:16 ""Zo-Zn-tam-kv F-¶ tXm-a-kv A-t¸mÄ a-äp in-jy-·m-tcm-Sv ]-d-ªp. A-h-t\m-sSm-¸w a-cn-¡m³ 

\-ap-¡pw t]m-Imw-''. A-¸-kv-tXm-e-\m-b tXm-am Ço-lm-bp-sS, IÀ-¯m-hm-b tb-ip-{In-kv-Xp-hn-t\m-Sp-Å Xo-jv-

W-X sh-fn-hm-¡-s¸-« h-N-\-am-W-tÃm C-Xv. Cu Xo-jv-W-X-bm-Wv tXm-am-Ço-lm-sb `m-c-X-¯n-se-¯n-¨-sX-¶v 

k-`-bp-sS ]m-c-¼-cy-§Ä km-£y-s¸-Sp-¯p-¶p. tXm-am-Ço-lm-bn-eq-sS ]-IÀ-¶p-In-«n-b ]m-c-¼-cy-§-fpw hn-

izm-k-Xo-jv-W-X-bpw X-e-ap-d-I-fn-eq-sS Im-¯p kq-£n-¡p-I F-¶-Xv Hm-tcm ko-tdm a-e-_mÀ hn-izm-kn-bp-sS-

bpw hy-àn-]-c-am-b D-¯-c-hm-Zn-Xzw Iq-Sn-bm-Wv.

tbm-l 1:1-þ3 ""-B-Zn-bnÂ h-N-\-ap-ïm-bn-cp-¶p; h-N-\w ssZ-h-t¯m-Sp-Iq-sS-bm-bn-cp-¶p. A-h³ B-Zn-bnÂ 

ssZ-h-t¯m-Sp-Iq-sS-bm-bn-cp-¶p. k-a-kv-X-hpw A-h-\n-eq-sS D-ïm-bn; H-¶pw A-h-s\ Iq-Sm-sX D-ïm-bn-«n-Ã.'' 

tbm-l 1:14 ""h-N-\w amw-k-am-bn \-½p-sS-bn-S-bnÂ h-kn-¨p. A-h-sâ a-l-Xzw \-½Ä ZÀ-in-¨p þ Ir-]-bpw 

k-Xy-hpw \n-d-ª-Xpw-   ]n-Xm-hn-sâ G-I-Pm-X-tâ-Xp-am-b a-l-Xzw.'' h-N-\w amw-k-am-bn A-h-X-cn-¨ \-½p-sS 

IÀ-¯m-hm-b tb-ip {In-kv-Xp, A-h-sâ in-jy-\m-bn, A-h-t\m-sSm-¸w h-kn-¨n-cp-¶ tXm-am-Ço-lm; A-h-X-cn-¨ 

h-N-\-¯n-sâ km-£n-bm-bn am-dn-b tXm-am-Ço-lm; Ço-lm-bp-sS Xo-jv-W-X-bv-¡v am-äp Iq-Sp-¶-Xv h-N-\-¯n-\v 

km-£yw h-ln-¨p F-¶-Xn-eq-sS-bm-Wv. A-h-X-cn-¨ h-N-\-am-b tb-ip-{In-kv-Xp-hn-s\-bm-Wv tXm-am-Ço-lm `m-c-

X-¯n-ep-S-\o-fw {]-tLm-jn-¨-Xv. A-Xn-\mÂ X-s¶ Hm-tcm \-{km-Wn {In-kv-Xym-\n-bp-sS-bpw ]m-c-¼-cy-¯nÂ 

A-en-ªp tNÀ-¶n-cn-¡p-¶ H-gn-¨p-Iq-Sm-\m-hm-¯ H-cp L-S-I-am-Wv h-N-\w {]-tLm-jn-¡p-I A-Y-hm h-N-\w 

X-s¶-bm-b IÀ-¯m-hm-b tb-ip-hn-s\ {]-tLm-jn-¡p-I F-¶-Xv; A-tXm-sSm-¸w Ço-lm-bv-¡p-ïm-b, k-l-\-

§-fpw, ]o-U-\-§-fpw c-à-km-£n-Xz-hpw Hm-tcm amÀ-tXm-a {In-kv-Xym-\n-bp-sS-bpw ]m-c-¼-cy-¯n-sâ A-`n-am-\-

kv-Xw-`-§-fp-am-Wv. IÀ-¯m-hm-b tb-ip-hn-s\, ssZ-h-h-N-\-s¯ Xp-SÀ-¶v {]-tLm-jn-¡-s¸-Sp-¶n-Ãm-sb-¦nÂ, 

tXm-am-Ço-lm-bn-eq-sS ]-IÀ-¶p-In-«n-b ]m-c-¼-cy-§-tfm-Sv b-YmÀ-°-¯nÂ \-ap-¡v Iq-dv ]p-eÀ-¯m-\m-In-Ã. 

ssZ-h \n-th-in-X-am-b h-N-\-§-sf {]-tLm-jn-¨p-sIm-ïv a-\p-jy \nÀ-½n-X-am-b ]m-c-¼-cy-§-tfm-Sv Iq-«n-t¨À-

¡p-t¼m-gm-Wv k-`-bp-sS ]m-c-¼-cy-§Ä i-àn {]m-]n-¡p-¶-Xv. b-YmÀ-°-¯nÂ C-¯-cw h-N-\ {]-tLm-j-W-

§-fn-eq-sS-bm-Wv \mw hn-ip-²o-I-cn-¡-s¸-Sp-¶-Xpw. tbm-l 15:3 ""-Rm³ \n-§-tfm-Sp ]-d-ª h-N-\w \n-an-¯w 

\n-§Ä ip-²n-bp-Å-h-cm-bn-cn-¡p-¶p.'' A-Xn-\mÂ  X-s¶, tXm-am-Ço-lm-bn-eq-sS hn-ip-²n-bn-te-¡v h-f-cp-¶-

Xn-\pw h-N-\w X-s¶-bm-b IÀ-¯m-hm-b tb-ip-{In-kv-Xp-hn-s\ {]-tLm-jn-¡p-¶-Xv h-f-sc A-Xy-´m-t]-£n-

X-am-Wv.

Xn-cp-h-N-\w C-{]-Im-cw km-£y-s¸-Sp-¯p-¶p. 1 sIm-dn 9:16 ""-Rm³ kp-hn-ti-jw {]-kw-Kn-¡p-¶n-sÃ-¦nÂ 

-F-\n-¡p Zp-cn-Xw!'' A-ta-cn-¡-bn-se- ko-tdm a-e-_mÀ k-`m k-aq-l-¯nÂ \n-¶pw [m-cm-fw h-N-\ {]-tLm-

j-I³ h-tc-ïn-b-Xv \-½p-sS hn-izm-k ]m-c-¼-cy-¯n-sâ \n-e-\nÂ-¸n-\v A-Xym-h-iy-L-S-I-am-Wv F-¶v Cu 

h-N-\-¯n-eq-sS sh-fn-s¸-Sp-¶p. \-½p-sS bp-h-P-\-§-tfm-sSm-¸w \-½Ä Hm-tcm-cp-¯-cpw X-s¶ `m-j-bp-sS-bpw 

{]m-b-¯n-sâ-bpw hy-Xym-k-an-Ãm-sX ssZ-h h-N-\w a-\-\w sN-bv-Xp-sIm-ïpw, h-N-\-¯n-\v km-£yw h-ln-

¨pw, h-N-\w {]-tLm-jn-¡p-¶-Xn-\v \-½p-sS k-a-bw Ip-d-¨v am-än-sh-¨v tXm-am-Ço-lm-bn-eq-sS \-½p-¡v e-`n-¨ 

]m-c-¼-cy-t¯m-Sv \o-Xn ]p-eÀ-t¯-ï-Xm-Wv. tdm-a 10:9 ""-B-I-bmÂ, tb-ip IÀ-¯m-hm-Wv F-¶v A-[-cw sIm-

ïv G-äp-]-d-bp-I-bpw ssZ-hw A-h-s\ a-cn-¨-h-cnÂ \n-¶v D-bÀ-¸n-¨p F-¶p lr-Z-b-¯nÂ hn-iz-kn-¡p-I-bpw 

sN-bv-XmÂ \o  c-£-{]m-]n-¡pw.'' h-N-\-s¯ {]-tLm-jn-¡p-¶-Xn-eq-sS tb-ip IÀ-¯m-hm-sW-¶v \mw G-äp-

]-d-bp-I-bpw \-½p-sS Iu-Zm-in-I Po-hn-X-¯n-eq-sS \-ap-¡v e-`n-¡p-¶ Ir-]m-h-c-§-sf D-Öz-en-¸n-¨p-sIm-ïpw, 

\-½Ä B-bn-cn-¡p-¶ k-aq-l-¯nÂ \-½p-sS IÀ-¯m-hpw \-½p-sS IÀ-¯m-hpw c-£n-Xm-hp-am-b tb-ip-{In-kv-

Xp-hn-\v km-£yw h-ln-¡p-hm³ \-ap-¡v km-[n-¡p-¶p.

täm-_n sk-_m-Ìy³
skâ v tPm-k-^v s^m-tdm-\ NÀ-¨v, lq-Ì¬

ssZ-h-h-N-\-hpw ]m-c-¼-cy-§-fpw
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hn-ip-² ss_-_nÄ sh-fn-s¸-Sp-¯-s¸-« h-N-\-¯n-sâ A-¨-Sn-¨  en-Jn-X cq-]w am-{X-am-sW-¶v 

\-ap-¡v A-dn-hp-Å-Xm-W-tÃm. \-ap-¡v hn-ip-² ss_-_nÄ e-`y-am-bn Xp-S-§n-b-Xv F-¶p ap-X-em-

Wv? A-Xn-\p ap³-]v F-§-s\ B-bn-cp-¶p h-N-\ {]-tLm-j-Ww \-S-¯n-bn-cp-¶-Xv? A-Xp-sIm-ïv 

\-½p-sS ]m-c-¼-cy-¯nÂ F-hn-sS-bm-Wv  ss_-_n-fnÂ \n-¶p-Å h-N-\ {]-tLm-j-W-§Ä \-S-¯n-

bn-«p-Å-Xvv? F-s¶m-s¡  hm-Zn-¡p-¶-h-cp-ap-ïm-Imw. H-cp Im-cyw \-ap-¡v  D-d-¸p-Å-Xm-Wv B-Zn-bnÂ h-N-

\-ap-ïm-bn-cp-¶p.  h-N-\w ssZ-h-t¯m-Sp- Iq-Sn- B-bn-cp-¶p. h-N-\w ssZ-h-am-bn-cp-¶p. h-N-\w-amw-kw [-cn-¨p 

\-½p-sS C-S-bnÂ h-kn-¨p. B h-N-\w \-½p-sS IÀ-¯m-hpw c-£n-Xm-hp-am-b tb-ip  {In-kv-Xp X-s¶ B-bn-

cp-¶p. F-hn-sS F-Ãmw IÀ-¯m-hm-b tb-ip {]-tLm-jn-¡-s¸-Sp-¶p-thm A-hn-sS-sb-Ãmw ssZ-h-h-N-\-am-Wv 

{]-tLm-jn-¡-s¸-«n-cp-¶-Xv. a-dn-¨pw A-§-s\ X-s¶. \-ap-¡v ]m-c-¼-cy-am-bn e-`n-¨ {In-kv-Xp-amÀ-¤-¯n-eq-sS-

bp-Å hn-izm-kw X-e-ap-d-I-fm-bn ssI-am-äw sN-¿-s¸-«-Xv tb-ip-hn-s\-bpw A-h-sâ h-N-\-s¯-bpw {]-tLm-

jn-¡-s¸-«-Xp-sIm-ïm-Wv.

 

Im-e-¯n-\-\p-k-cn-¨v am-dp-¶ F-Ãm km-t¦-Xn-I ]-cn-Úm-\-hpw \-½Ä kzo-I-cn-¡p-¶p. km-aq-ly-am-[y-a-§-

fn-epw a-äpw \-½Ä A-{K-K-Wy-cm-Wv F-¶mÂ hm-sam-gn-bn-eq-sS X-e-ap-d-I-fm-bn {]-tLm-jn-¡-s¸-«n-cp-¶ ssZ-

h-h-N-\w, A-¨-Sn-¨ en-Jn-X cq-]-¯nÂ B-b-t¸mÄ, IÀ-¯m-hn-sâ {K-Ù-Np-cp-fp-IÄ þ hn-ip-² ss_-_nÄ 

B-bn cq-]m-´-c-s¸-«-t¸mÄ, A-Yp-am-{Xw kzo-I-cn-¡p-hm³ \-½p-sS ]m-c-¼-cy-¯n-sâ t]-cnÂ \-½p-¡v a-Sn-bm-

Wv. tbm-l 15:22 ""-Rm³ h-¶v  A-h-tcm-Sp kw-km-cn-¨n-cp-¶n-sÃ-¦nÂ A-hÀ-¡p ]m-]w D-ïm-Ip-am-bn-cp-¶n-Ã. 

F-¶mÂ C-t¸mÄ  A-h-cp-sS ]m-]-s¯-¡p-dn-¨v A-hÀ-¡v H-gn-hp-I-gn-hn-Ã.'' A-¨-Sn-¨ en-Jn-X cq-]-¯nÂ kw-

£n-]v-X-am-bn-cn-¡p-¶ ssZ-h-h-N-\w ss_-_n-fn-sâ cq-]-¯nÂ Im-e-¯n-sâ Xn-I-hnÂ \-½p-¡v e-`y-am-bn-cn-

¡p-¶p. C-\n \-½p-¡v H-gn-I-gn-hn-Ã. h-N-\w {]-tLm-jn-¡p-I. IÀ-¯m-hm-b tb-ip-hn-s\ A-[-cw-sIm-ïv a-\p-

jy-cp-sS ap³-]nÂ G-äp ]-d-ªv D-Zv-tLm-jn-¡p-I...

h-N-\w {]-tLm-jn-¡-s¸-Sp-t¼mÄ sX-äm-bn hym-Jm-\n-¡-s¸-Spw F-¶ ap³-hn-[n-tbm-Sp-Iq-Sn ]-e-t¸m-gpw tb-

ip-hn-s\ {]-tLm-jn-¡m³ In-«p-¶ A-h-k-c-§Ä C-Ãm-Xm-¡p-I-bm-Wv \mw sN-¿p-¶-Xv. C-Xv B-cp-sS Cw-

Kn-X-am-Wv?... Cu \n-e-]m-Sv aq-ew \mw B-cp-sS ln-X-am-Wv \n-d-th-äp-¶-Xv?... \mw hn-th-Nn-¨-dn-b-Ww... \-ap-

s¡-Ãm-hÀ-¡p-a-dn-bmw H-tc h-N-\w X-s¶ ]-e co-Xn-bnÂ-hym-Jym-\n-¡-s¸-Sp-hm³ km-[n-¡pw. a-cp-`q-an-bnÂ 

]-co-£-W-k-a-b-¯v tb-ip-hn-s\ k-¦oÀ-¯-\w 91 h-N-\ `m-Kw D-²-cn-¨p-sIm-ïm-Wv ]n-im-Nv ]-co-£n-¨-Xv. 

h-N-\w {]-tLm-jn-¡-s¸-Sp-t¼mÄ k-`-tbm-Sv tNÀ-¶v \n-¶v sIm-ïv IÀ-¯m-hm-b tb-ip-hn-s\-bm-Wv b-YmÀ-

°-¯nÂ {]-tLm-jn-¡-s¸-Sp-¶-sX-¦nÂ A-Xn-se hym-Jym-\-s¯ \mw `-b-s¸-tS-ï Im-cy-an-Ã. A-Ãm-sX, 

h-N-\w hym-Jym-\w sN-¿p-¶-Xv i-cn-bm-bn-cn-¡n-Ã F-¶ ap³-hn-[n-tbm-Sp-Iq-Sn h-N-\ {]-tLm-j-W-s¯ A-¸m-

sS X-Ån-¡-f-bp-¶-Xpw A-h-K-Wn-¡p-¶-Xpw h-N-\-s¯ ss[-cy-]qÀ-Æw {]-tLm-jn-¨ amÀ-tXm-am-bp-sS ]m-c-

¼-cy-a-Ã. h-N-\ hym-Jym-\-¯n-\p-Å h-cw \Â-Ip-¶-Xv þ ssZ-h-¯n-sâ ]-cn-ip-²m-ßm-hm-Wv. (1 sIm-dn 12:20) 

h-N-\w {]-tLm-jn-¡-s¸-Sp-t¼mÄ  B hy-àn-bn-eq-sS ssZ-h-¯n-sâ ]-cn-ip-²m-ßm-hv \-t½m-Sv kw-km-cn-

¡pw. Im-c-Ww tb-ip IÀ-¯m-hm-sW-¶v A-[-cw sIm-ïv G-äp ]-d-bp-hm³ ]-cn-ip-²m-ßm-hv ap-tJ-\-b-Ãm-

sX BÀ-¡pw km-[n-¡p-I-bn-Ã (1 sIm-dn 12:3). C-tX  ]-cn-ip-²m-ßm-hv X-s¶ \-ap-¡pw hn-th-N-\ i-àn 

\Â-Ip-¶p. Xn-cp-k-`-bp-sS ]T-\-§-tfm-Sv tNÀ-¶p-\n-¶p-sIm-ïv, tb-ip-hn-s\ D-Zv-tLm-jn-¡p-I-bpw A-hn-

Sp-s¯ h-N-\-§Ä {]-tLm-jn-¡p-I-bpw sN-¿p-t¼mÄ, A-¯-cw h-N-\-{]-tLm-j-W-§-sf \n-b-{´n-¡m-\pw, 

hn-e-t¡À-s¸-Sp-¯m-\pw, X-S-bm-\pw BÀ-¡pw km-[n-¡p-I-bn-Ã... tXm-am-Ço-lm-bn-eq-sS e-`n-¨ ]m-c-¼-cy-am-Wv 

b-YmÀ-°-¯nÂ \-½p-¡p-Å-sX-¦nÂ!

 G-i-¿ 34:16 ""-IÀ-¯m-hn-sâ {K-Ù-¯nÂ I-ïp-]n-Sn-¨p hm-bn-¡p-I. C-h-bn-sem-¶pw Im-Wm-Xn-cn-¡p-

I-bn-Ã. H-¶n-\pw C-W-bn-Ãm-Xn-cn-¡p-I-bn-Ã. F-s´-¶mÂ, IÀ-¯m-hn-sâ A-[-c-§Ä I-ev-]n-¡p-I-bpw A-hn-

Sp-s¯ B-ßm-hv A-h-sb H-cp-an-¨p-Iq-«p-I-bpw sN-bv-Xn-cn-¡p-¶p.'' IÀ-¯m-hv X-s¶ \-½p-¡v \Â-In-bn-cn-

¡p-¶ H-cp \nÀ-t±-i-am-Wn-Xv. IÀ-¯m-hn-sâ {K-Ù-¯nÂ \n-¶pw I-ïp-]n-Sn-¨p hm-bn-¡p-I. H-cp hm-Iy-¯n-\v  

tbm-Pn-¡p-¶ C-W h-N-\w e-`n-¡p-¶-Xv hn-ip-² {K-Ù-¯nÂ X-s¶ a-säm-cp `m-K-¯v \n-¶m-bn-cn-¡pw. C-Xm-

Wv h-N-\ {]-tLm-j-W-§-fn-epw a-äpw-D-]-tbm-Kn-¨p-sIm-ïn-cn-¡p-¶ H-cp co-Xn. C-Xn-s\-Xn-cm-b A-`n-{]m-b-

§-fp-ap-ïv. h-N-\-{K-Ù-¯n-sâ ]-e-`m-K-§-fnÂ \n-¶m-bn h-N-\-§Ä D-²-cn-¡-cp-sX-¶m-Wv  A-§-s\-bp-Å 
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hm-Z-K-Xn-IÄ . bm-sXm-cp A-Sn-Øm-\-hp-an-Ãm-¯ C-¯-cw hm-Z-K-Xn-I-sf ssZ-h h-N-\-¯n-sâ  

A-Sn-Øm-\-¯nÂ X-s¶ \-ap-¡v X-Ån-¡-f-bmw. 2 a-¡-_m-bÀ 15:9 ""-\n-b-a-¯nÂ \n-¶pw 

{]-hm-N-·m-cnÂ-\n-¶pw hm-Iy-§Ä D-²-cn-¨v A-h³ A-hÀ-¡p ss[-cyw ]-IÀ-¶p....''- Po-hn-X-

¯n-se  hn-hn-[-§-fm-b B-ßo-b k-¦oÀ-W-X-I-fnÂ-s]-«v D-g-ep-¶ \-½p-sS k-tlm-Z-c-§Ä-¡v 

ssZ-h-h-N-\-§Ä D-²-cn-¨p-sIm-ïv A-hÀ-¡v IÀ-¯m-hm-b tb-ip-hn-s\ Im-Wn-¨p-sIm-Sp-¯v A-h-

\n-ep-Å hn-izm-k-¯n-te-¡v A-h-sc \-bn-¡p-¶ H-cp \-h  kp-hn-ti-j-hÂ-¡-c-W-¯n-sâ h-àm-¡-fm-

bn \-ap-¡v am-dmw. 

\-½p-sS ̀ -h-\-§-fnÂ A-Xn-hn-in-jv-S-am-bpw kw-]q-Py-am-bpw hn-ip-²-{K-Ùw kq-£n-¡-s¸-tS-ï-Xp-ïv. A-tXm-

sSm-¸w, F-Ãm Ip-Spw-_mw-K-§Ä-¡pw,  Ip-«n-IÄ-¡pÄ-s¸-sS hy-àn-]-c-am-bn D-]-tbm-Kn-¡-¯-¡ hn-[-¯nÂ 

H-cp ss_-_nÄ D-ïm-bn-cn-¡p-I F-¶-Xv Xn-I-¨pw kzo-Im-cy-am-b H-cp \nÀ-t±-i-am-Wv. \n-b-am-hÀ-¯-\w 6:6þ9 

""-Rm-\n-¶p IÂ-]n-¡p-¶ Cu h-N-\-§Ä \n-§-fp-sS lr-Z-b-¯n-ep-ïm-bn-cn-¡-Ww. Pm-K-cq-I-X-tbm-sS A-h 

\n-§-fp-sS a-¡-sf ]Tn-¸n-¡-Ww; ho-«n-em-bn-cn-¡p-t¼m-gpw bm-{X sN-¿p-t¼m-gpw  In-S-¡p-t¼m-gpw F-gp-

t¶Â-¡p-t¼m-gpw A-h-sb-¸-än kw-km-cn-¡-Ww. A-h ssI-¿nÂ H-c-S-bm-f-am-bpw s\-än-¯-S-¯nÂ ]-«-am-bpw 

A-Wn-b-Ww. A-h \n-§-fp-sS ho-Sn-sâ I-«n-f-¡m-en-t·-epw ]n-Sn-hm-Xn-en³-ta-epw F-gp-X-Ww.''  tPm-en-¡v t]

m-Ip-t¼m-gpw, tZ-hm-e-¯nÂ h-cp-t¼m-gpw \mw hym-]-cn-¡p-¶ a-äv k-a-kv-X ta-J-e-I-fn-epw ssI-¿nÂ A-S-bm-

f-am-bn H-cp h-N-\-{K-Ùw I-cp-tX-ï-Xv, \-h kp-hn-ti-j-hÂ-¡-c-W-¯n-\p-Å   ^-e-{]-Z-am-b-H-cp co-Xn-bm-bn, 

taÂ-]-d-ªn-cn-¡p-¶ ssZ-h-h-N-\-¯n-sâ sh-fn-¨-¯nÂ \-ap-¡v kzo-I-cn-¡mw. A-Xp-t]m-se X-s¶, ]-e 

`m-j-I-fnÂ hn-hÀ-¯-\w  sN-¿-s¸-«n-cn-¡p-¶  hn-ip-² {K-Ù-§-fpw, tb-ip \m-a-¯n-sâ i-àn-sb-¡p-dn-

¨v {]-Xn-]m-Zn-¡p-¶ e-Lp ]p-kv-X-I-§-fpw, am-kn-I-I-fpw \-½p-sS Np-äpw hn-hn-[ `m-j-IÄ kw-km-cn-¡p-¶ 

P-\-X-I-fn-epw P-bn-ep-I-fn-epw a-äpw I-gn-bp-¶ A-t\-I-cnÂ F-¯n-¨p-sIm-Sp-¯pw,  \-½p-sS    `-h-\-§-fn-epw 

hm-l-\-§-fnÂ DÄ-s¸-sS tb-ip-hn-sâ \m-a-s¯ {]-tLm-jn-¡p-¶ Ìn-¡-dp-I-fpw a-äpw ]-Xn-¨p-sIm-ïv, A-Xv 

hm-bn-¡m-\n-S-bm-Ip-¶ A-t\-I-sc A-h-cp-sS A-[-c-§-fn-eq-sS tb-ip \m-a-s¯ G-äp ]-d-bp-hm³ t{]-c-W 

\Â-Imw. Cu Im-e-L-«-¯n-sâ \-h kp-hn-ti-j-hÂ-¡-c-W {]-hÀ-¯-\-§-fnÂ ]-¦p-tNÀ-¶p-sIm-ïv tXm-am 

Ço-lm-bn-eq-sS e-`n-¨ ]m-c-¼-cy-§-sf D-bÀ-¯n-¸n-Sn-¨v  A-ta-cn-¡³ P-\-X-I-fp-sS a-t[y \-ap-¡v k-ss[-cyw 

ap-t¶-dmw! 

(ap-I-fnÂ ]-d-ªn-cn-¡p-¶ ssZ-h-cm-Py-¯n-sâ C-¯-cw ip-{iq-j-IÄ A-{]m-tbm-Kn-I-am-sW-t¶m, A-Xn-i-tbm-àn-]-c-am-sW-t¶m 

I-cp-X-cp-Xv. F-s´-¶mÂ, lq-Ì¬ skâ v tPm-k-^v ko-tdm a-e-_mÀ s^m-tdm-\ C-S-h-I tZ-hm-e-b-¯nÂ A-t\-Iw ssZ-h-a-¡Ä 

tb-ip {In-kv-Xp-hn-s\ c-£n-Xm-hpw IÀ-¯m-hp-am-bn kzo-I-cn-¨v, A-[-cw sIm-ïv G-äp-]-d-ªv, \-h kp-hn-ti-j-hÂ-¡-c-W-¯n-sâ 

C-¯-cw ssZ-h-cm-Py-ip-{iq-j-I-fnÂ GÀ-s¸-«n-cn-¡p-¶-Xm-bn Im-Wp-hm³ km-[n-¡pw)

Ço-lm-bn-eq-sS e-`n-¨ ]m-c-¼-cy-§-sf D-bÀ-¯n-¸n-Sn-¨v  A-ta-cn-¡³ P-\-X-I-fp-sS a-t[y \-ap-¡v k-ss[-cyw 

ap-t¶-dmw! 

(ap-I-fnÂ ]-d-ªn-cn-¡p-¶ ssZ-h-cm-Py-¯n-sâ C-¯-cw ip-{iq-j-IÄ A-{]m-tbm-Kn-I-am-sW-t¶m, A-Xn-i-tbm-àn-]-c-am-sW-t¶m 

I-cp-X-cp-Xv. F-s´-¶mÂ, lq-Ì¬ skâ v tPm-k-^v ko-tdm a-e-_mÀ s^m-tdm-\ C-S-h-I tZ-hm-e-b-¯nÂ A-t\-Iw ssZ-h-a-¡Ä 

tb-ip {In-kv-Xp-hn-s\ c-£n-Xm-hpw IÀ-¯m-hp-am-bn kzo-I-cn-¨v, A-[-cw sIm-ïv G-äp-]-d-ªv, \-h kp-hn-ti-j-hÂ-¡-c-W-¯n-sâ 

C-¯-cw ssZ-h-cm-Py-ip-{iq-j-I-fnÂ GÀ-s¸-«n-cn-¡p-¶-Xm-bn Im-Wp-hm³ km-[n-¡pw)
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""Cu-tim h-kn-¡pw Ip-Spw-_w-'' A-Xv R-§-fp-sS c-ïp-t]-cp-sS-bpw kz-]v-\-am-bn-cp-¶p. F-Ãm ku-`m-Ky-§Ä-

¡pw A-¸p-d-¯v Ip-Spw-_-¯nÂ ssZ-ho-I ssN-X-\yw \n-d-ªp \nÂ-¡-Ww, a-¡-sf ssZ-h-s¯ A-dn-bp-¶ 

hn-ip-²-cm-bn h-fÀ-¯-Ww. C-sXm-s¡ hn-hm-l-Po-hn-X-¯n-sâ B-Zy \m-fp-I-fnÂ R-§Ä kz-]v-\w I-ïn-cp-

¶p. A-Xn-\m-bn R-§-fp-sS Ip-Spw-_-s¯ Xn-cp-Ip-Spw-_-¯n-\v k-aÀ-¸n-¨v P-]-am-e sNm-Ãn R-§Ä \n-Xy-hpw 

{]mÀ-°n-¨n-cp-¶p.

hn-]-co-X-am-b Np-äp-]m-Sp-IÄ B-Wv R-§Ä-¡p-ïm-bn-cp-¶-Xv. hn-hm-lw I-gn-ª-t¸mÄ ap-XÂ 10 hÀ-j-s¯ R-§-

fp-sS Po-hn-Xw ku-Zn A-td-_y F-¶ cm-Py-¯m-bn-cp-¶p. A-hn-sS {In-kv-Xo-b tZ-hm-e-b-§Ä C-Ã, IpÀ-ºm-\ AÀ-

¸-W-tam, B-cm-[-\-tbm C-Ã. Ip-«n-IÄ-¡v th-tZm-]-tZ-i-¢m-kp-I-tfm hn-izm-k-]-cn-io-e-\-§-tfm C-Ã. A-S-¨p-]q-«n 

koÂ sN-bv-X C-cp-f-S-ª ap-dn-I-fnÂ B-cpw Im-Wm-sX Ip-d-¨p-t]À H-¶n-¨p-Iq-Sn i-_v-Zw Ip-d-¨v c-l-ky-am-bn {]m 

À-°n-¡pw. ssZ-ho-I i-àn BÀ-Ön-¡p-hm³ R-§Ä-¡p In-«n-bn-cp-¶ G-I-amÀ-¤w A-Xm-bn-cp-¶p. B a-W-

em-c-Wy-¯nÂ {In-kv-Xo-b tZ-hm-e-b-§Ä D-ïm-Ip-sa-t¶m A-hn-sS a-¡-sf {In-kv-Xo-b hn-izm-k-¯nÂ h-fÀ-

¯m-sa-t¶m Nn-´n-¡p-hm³ t]m-epw R-§Ä-¡v B-Ip-am-bn-cp-¶n-Ã. F-¶m-epw R-§Ä ssZ-h-¯nÂ A-Sn-

bp-d-¨p hn-iz-kn-¨p. \-ap-¡v \-·-¡m-bn D-Å-Xv X-¡ k-a-b-¯v A-hn-Sp-¶v X-cpw F-¶v a-\-knÂ R-§Ä 

Ip-dn-¨p-h-¨p.

C-k-lm-¡n-t\-bpw sIm-ïv a-e-I-b-dn-t¸m-b A-{_m-l-¯n-sâ hn-izm-kw R-§-fpw BÀ-Ön-s¨-Sp-¯p. 

tam-dn-b a-e-bp-sS ap-I-fnÂ F-¯n-b-t¸mÄ C-k-lm-¡v tNm-Zn-¨p: ""-\-½p-sS ssI-¿nÂ Xo-bpw hn-d-Ip-ap-ïv. 

F-¶mÂ _-en-bÀ-¸n-¡m-\p-Å B-«n³-Ip-«n F-hn-sS?'' A-{_m-l-¯n-sâ a-dp-]-Sn \-s½-sbm-s¡ A-Xn-i-

bn-¸n-¡p-¶-Xm-bn-cp-¶p. ""-X-¡-k-a-b-¯v IÀ-¯m-hp X-cpw.'' {]-Xo-£n-¡m³ H-¶p-an-Ãm-Xn-cp-¶ k-a-b-¯pw 

A-{_m-lw hn-iz-kn-¨p. IÀ-¯m-hv h-gn Im-«n-¯-cpw. A-Xv Po-hn-X-¯nÂ {]m-hÀ-¯n-I-am-¡-W-sa-¶v R-§-

fpw D-d-¸n-¨p. \-½p-sS a-¡-sf I-t¯m-en-¡m hn-izm-kw sIm-Sp-¯v h-fÀ-¯m-\pw Ip-Spw-_w {In-kv-Xo-b aq-ey-

§Ä sIm-ïv \n-d-bv-¡m-\p-ap-Å R-§-fp-sS B-{K-l-s¯ ssZ-hw am-\n-¡pw, A-hn-Sp-¶v h-gn \-S-¯pw F-¶v 

R-§Ä X-s¶ R-§-fp-sS lr-Z-b-§-sf ]Tn-¸n-¨p. 

h-f-sc A-hn-Nm-cn-X-am-bn-cp-¶p A-ta-cn-¡-bn-te-¡p-Å R-§-fp-sS bm-{X. R-§-tfm-sSm-¸w A-Xn-\m-bn {]-b-Xv-

\n-¨-h-cnÂ ]-e-cpw hn-k \nÀ-¯n-b-Xn-\mÂ I-S-¶p-h-cm³ I-gn-bm-sX \n-¶-t¸mÄ h-f-sc A-Ûp-X-I-c-am-bn 

ssZ-hw R-§-sf A-ta-cn-¡-bn-se-¯n-¨p. lyq-Ì¬ F-¶ \-K-c-s¯-¡p-dn-¨v tI-«-dn-hv t]m-epw C-Ãm-Xn-cp-¶ 

R-§Ä  lyq-Ì-WnÂ F-¯n. ssZ-hw X-sâ ]-²-Xn-IÄ F-{X a-t\m-l-c-am-bn hn-`m-h-\w sN-¿p-¶p F-¶-

Xn-sâ D-¯-a -D-Zm-l-c-Ww t]m-se. ]p-Xp-Xm-bn Xp-S-§n-b skâ v tPm-k-^v-kv ko-tdm a-e-_mÀ Im-¯-en-Iv 

NÀ-¨n-sâ Aw-K-§-fm-bn am-dp-hm³ ssZ-hw R-§-sf A-\p-h-Zn-¨p. {In-kv-Xo-b aq-ey-§Ä-¡v 100 i-X-am-\w 

]-cn-K-W-\ \Â-In {In-kv-Xp kv-t\-l-¯n-epw hn-izm-k-¯n-epw H-cp-an-¨p \nÂ-¡p-¶ H-cp Iq-«w Ip-Spw-_-

§-tfm-sSm-¸w ssZ-hw R-§-tf-bpw tNÀ-¯p-\nÀ-¯n. F-¶pw hn-ip-²-_-en-bnÂ ]-s¦-Sp-¡mw, a-¡-sf th-

Z-]mTw ]Tn-¸n-¡mw. hn-hn-[ `-à kw-L-S-\-IÄ, B-ßo-b-h-fÀ-¨-bv-¡p-X-Ip-¶ [ym-\-§Ä, {]-`m-j-W-§Ä 

F-Ãm-än-\pw D-]-cn-bm-bn F-Ãm Zn-h-k-hpw ap-gp-h³ k-a-bw \o-ïp-\nÂ-¡p-¶ Zn-hy-Im-cp-Wy B-cm-[-\. Cu-

tim-tbm-sSm-¸w F-{X k-a-bw th-W-sa-¦n-epw sN-e-h-gn-¡mw. Iu-Zm-in-I Po-hn-Xw A-\p-Zn-\w B-kz-Zn-¡mw. 

C-Xn-\p-a-¸p-dw F-´v  A-\p-{K-l-am-Wv R-§-fp-sS Ip-Spw-_-¯n-te-bv-¡pw, a-¡-fp-sS B-ßo-b h-fÀ-¨-bn-te-

¡pw Cu-tim hÀ-jn-t¡-ï-Xv!

 R-§Ä, Im-\m³ tZ-i-t¯-bv-¡v h-s¶-¯n-b C-{km-tbÂ P-\-s¯-t¸m-se A-\p-{K-lo-X-am-b H-cp 

tUm-fn & sP-bnw-kv h-S-t¡-¡-c 
skâ v tPm-k-^v s^m-tdm-\ NÀ-¨v, lq-Ì¬

F-\n-¡v \n-s¶-¡p-dn-¨v H-cp ]-²-Xn-bp-ïv
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{In-kv-Xo-b Ip-Spw-_w. a-¡Ä 

{In-kv-Xo-b hn-izm-k-¯n-sâ aq-

ey-§Ä Xn-cn-¨-dn-ªp h-f-cp-¶p. 

A-ta-cn-¡-bn-se ko-tdm a-e-_mÀ 

C-S-h-Im-Ip-Spw-_w R-§Ä-¡v ssZ-

h-s¯ A-dn-ªv, B-cm-[n-¨v, kv-t\-ln-¡m-

\p-Å th-Zn-bm-bn am-dn. ""-F-\n-¡v \n-s¶-¡p-dn-

¨v H-cp ]-²-Xn-bp-ïv. A-Xv \n-sâ \m-i-¯n-\-Ã 

t£-a-¯n-\p-Å ]-²-Xn-bm-Wv.'' sP-d-an-b {]-hm-

N-I-\n-eq-sS IÀ-¯m-hv A-cp-fn-b Cu h-N-\w 

Hm-tcm {In-kv-Xym-\n-bpw lr-Z-b-¯nÂ h-ln-¡p-

¼mÄ \-½n-te-¡v ssZ-hw hÀ-jn-¡p-¶-Xv A-\p-

{K-lo-X-am-b H-cp Po-hn-X-am-bn-cn-¡pw. 

ko-tdm a-e-_mÀ k-`-sb A-ta-cn-¡³ a-®nÂ 

F-¯n-¡p-¶-Xn-\v ]n-¶nÂ {]-hÀ-¯n-¨ F-Ãm 

\-Ã a-\-Êp-IÄ-¡pw H-cm-bn-cw \-µn. ssZ-h-¯n-

sâ B-e-bw  Cu a-®n-se-¯p-¶ Hm-tcm a-e-bm-

fn Ip-Spw-_-¯n-\pw A-\p-{K-ln-¡-s¸-« Po-hn-Xw 

\-bn-¡p-hm³ h-gn-Im-«n-bm-bn Xo-cp-¶p. R-§-sf-

t¸m-se KÄ-^nÂ \n-¶pw tem-I-¯n-sâ hn-hn-[ 

`m-K-§-fnÂ \n-¶pw I-S-¶p-h-cp-¶ F-{X-sb-{X 

Ip-Spw-_-§Ä-¡v ko-tdm a-e-_mÀ k-`-bp-sS tZ-

hm-e-b-§Ä ssZ-h-s¯ sXm-«-dn-bm-\p-Å th-Zn-

bm-bn am-dn-s¡m-ïn-cn-¡p-¶p. F-Ãm a-l-Xz-hpw 

ssZ-h-¯n-\v AÀ-¸n-¡p-¶p.   
bm-bn am-dn-s¡m-ïn-cn-¡p-¶p. F-Ãm a-l-Xz-hpw 

ssZ-h-¯n-\v AÀ-¸n-¡p-¶p.  
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kp-an sh-§n-Wn-¡Â
skâ v AÂ-t^m³-km NÀ-¨v, Aäv-emâ

B-ßm-hn-sâ k-ao-£

tZ-hm-e-b Xn-cp-\m-fnÂ Iq-Sn-b 

P-\-k-©-b-¯n³ \-Sp-hn-se-hn-sS-tbm

ssI-hn-«p-t]m-tbm-cp-®n-sb tX-Sp-¶

X-\-b-X³ hy-Y-bmÂ \n-\-¡m-bp-®o Xn-c-bp-h-sX³ a-\-hpw

 a-ªp-s]-bv-sXm-cm-cm-{Xn-bnÂ

 \n-s¶ tX-Sn-b aq-¶v cm-Pm-¡-·mÀ-s¡m-¸w

 sh¬ tim-`-hn-X-dp-ao Xm-c-I-§Ä km-£n-bm-bv

 Rm³ Xp-S-cp-¶p G-Im-´-ao F-¶p-sS k-ao-£

C-¶n-sâ Im-Wm-h-gn-I-fnÂ F-\n-¡-\y-amw

ho-Yn-bnÂ N-cn-¡p-sam-cp tI-h-ew k-©m-cn Rm³

Im-e-N-{Iw {Zp-X-K-Xn-bnÂ N-en-¡p-¶p

C-¶v Rm³ P-cm-\-c-I-fmÂ A-ew-Ir-X-am-sbm-cp ]-Sp-a-cw

 A-g-en-sâ C-cpÄ h-¶p aq-Sn-sbm-cp

 an-gn-IÄ Nn-½n Rm³ P-·m-´-c-§-fm-bv \n-s¶ tX-Sp-¶p

 C-¶n-sâ h-gn-I-tfm F-\n-¡-\yw

 \m-f-s¯ ]p-e-cn-bpw {]-tZm-j-hpw C-\n-bp-sa-{X-tbm A-I-se

F-hn-sS \o D-®o F-¶p-sS s]m-¶p-®n

G-gp-hÀ-®-§-fmÂ hn-cn-bp-ao a-g-hn-Ãn-¶-¸p-d-tam

s]-bv-Xp ho-gp-s¶m-co a-g-\oÀ-¯p-Ån-IÄ-s¡m-¸-tam

A-tXm k-]v-X-Kn-cn-IÄ-¡-¸p-d-sa-hn-sS-tbm

 tZ-i-tZ-im-´-cw ]m-dp-¶ tZ-im-S-\-¡n-fn-I-tfm-Sv

 Rm³ D-c-sN-bv-Xp I-ïp-thm F-¶p-sS D-®n-sb

 t]m-Ip-hm³ ]-c-Xp-hm³ C-\n-bpw F-{X-tbm Zq-cw

 \n-¶p-sS cq-]-hpw `m-h-hpw C-s¶-\n-¡-\y-tam

B-tcm-Sp Rm³ sNm-Ãp-sa³ K-Zv-K-Zw

F-¶v \n-\-¨n-cn-¡-th B-I-kv-an-Iw hn-kv-a-bw

F-¶n-se B-ßo-b \-b-\-§Ä an-gn Xp-d-¶p

A-{ip-I-W-§Ä [m-c-bm-bv H-gp-In

 {]-]-©- k-Xy-¯n³ kq-à-§Ä

 B-ßo-b \-Zn-bm-bv F-¶n-te-s¡m-gp-In

 F-¶p-®n-X³ km-ao-]yw Rm-\-dn-ªp

 B B-ßo-b ssN-X-\y-¯nÂ B-ß-lÀ-j-]p-f-In-X-bm-bn Rm³ 
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{]-Ir-Xn c-a-Wo-b-am-b Cu kp-µ-c tem-I-¯nÂ \-ap-¡v H-¶p I-t®m-Sn-¨p t\m-¡mw. hn-im-e-am-b ]-¨-]pÂ-

¯-In-Sn sa-¯-hn-cn-¨-Xp-t]m-se {]-im-´-X-bnÂ \n-hÀ-¶p In-S-¡p-¶p. C-S-bv-¡n-S-bv-¡v \-Ã `w-Kn-bp-Å ]-e 

\n-d-§-fn-ep-Å sIm-¨p sIm-¨p sN-Sn-IÄ F-Ãmw ]p-jv-]n-¨p \nÂ-¡p-¶p. A-§n-§m-bn D-bÀ-¶p \nÂ-¡p-¶ 

H-cp-]m-Sv ^-e-hr-£-§Ä ]q-¯p-e-ªp Im-bv-I-fp-am-bn \nÂ-¡p-¶p. A-§v a-c-¨n-Ã-IÄ-¡n-S-bnÂ H-fn-¨p-I-

fn-¡p-¶ A-®m³ Ip-ªp-§Ä, Ir-{Xn-a X-Sm-I-¯n-sâ  A-cn-InÂ Iq-Sn \n-c-\n-c-bm-bn \-S-¶p \o-§p-¶ 

Xm-dm-hv Iq-«-§Ä C-fw Im-än-t\m-sSm-¯p ]m-dn-¸-d-¡p-¶ ]q-¼m-ä-¡q-«-hpw A-Xn-\p Xm-fw h-bv-¡p-¶ ]-£n-I-

fp-sS sN-dp-i-_v-Z-§-fpw, sh-Å-¯n-ep-Å ao³ Ip-ªp-§-fpw hn-SÀ-¶p-sIm-ïn-cn-¡p-¶ Xm-a-c-bpw C-sX-Ãmw 

D-¨-¯nÂ hn-fn-¨p-]-d-bp-¶ k-Xy-sa-´m-Wv? X-e-ap-d-I-fn-te-bv-¡p ]-IÀ-¶p-sIm-Sp-¡p-¶ Po-h-sâ I-Y-bm-Wv. 

A-½-sb-¶ ]-Z-¯n-sâ aq-ey-am-Wv.

I-t¯m-en-¡m hn-izm-kn-I-fm-b \mw sa-bv-am-kw ]-cn-ip-² A-½-bp-sS h-W-¡-am-k-am-bn B-N-cn-¡p-¶p. sa-

bv c-ïm-a-s¯ Rm-b-dm-gv-N tem-I-sa-¼m-Spw a-tZ-gv-kv tU B-bn h-en-b BÀ-`m-S-]qÀ-Æw B-tLm-jn-¡p-¶p. 

Hm-tcm a-tZ-gv-kv tU B-tLm-j-§-fn-epw \mw a-d-¶p-t]m-Ip-¶ Nn-e k-Xy-§Ä HmÀ-½n-¸n-¡m-\m-Wv Rm³ 

Cu h-cn-IÄ F-gp-Xp-¶-X "A-½-' F-¶ h-en-b ]-Z-¯n-\v tbm-Ky-cm-Im³ `m-Kyw e-`n-¨ F-Ãm A-½-am-cpw 

G-sd k-t´m-j-t¯m-sS-bpw A-`n-am-\-]qÀ-h-hpw a-tZ-gv-kv tU B-tLm-jn-¡pw. a-¡-fpw a-cp-a-¡-fpw `À-¯m-

hpw hm-§n-s¡m-Sp-¯ {Ko-änw-Kv ImÀ-Upw _-eq-Wp-I-fpw, ̂ v-f-th-gv-kpw k-½m-\-¡q-«p-am-bn B-iw-k-IÄ kzo-

I-cn-¡p-t¼mÄ \-½p-sS Np-äp-]m-Spw hn-hm-l-Po-hn-X-¯nÂ A-½-bm-Im³ `m-Kyw e-`n-¡m-sX G-Im-´ Po-hn-X-

¯nÂ a-\w s\m-´p-I-c-bp-¶ Nn-e-sc-sb-¦n-epw I-ïn-«n-Ã F-¶v \-ap-¡v A-`n-\-bn-¡m³ I-gn-bp-¶-sX-§-s\? 

A-h-cp-sS G-§-ep-IÄ tI-«n-sÃ-¶p ]-d-bp-hm³ I-gn-bp-tam?

k-¦oÀ-¯-\w 127:3Â ]-d-bp-¶-Xp-t]m-se ""-IÀ-¯m-hn-sâ Zm-\-am-Wv a-¡Ä, D-Z-c-^-ew H-cp k-½m-\-hpw.'' 

hn-hm-l-Po-hn-X-¯n-sâ k-½m-\-am-b H-cp Ip-ªn-\p-th-ïn-þ hn-S-cm³ sIm-Xn-¡p-¶ KÀ-`-]m-{X-hp-am-bn Im-

¯n-cn-¡p-¶ G-sd A-½-amÀ \-ap-¡v Np-äp-ap-ïv. C-hÀ-¡p-th-ïn {]mÀ-°n-t¡-ï-Xv \-½p-sS {]-tXy-In-¨pw 

A-½-bm-Im³ `m-Kyw  e-`n-¨ \mw Hm-tcm-cp-¯-cp-tS-bpw I-S-a-bm-Wv. A-½-amÀ \-jv-S-s¸-«-Xv A-sÃ-¦nÂ a-cn-

¨p-t]m-b-h-cp-tS-bpw Ip-ªp-§Ä-¡p-ïm-Ip-¶ a-t\m-th-Z-\-I-fpw \mw HmÀ-t¡-ï-Xp-ïv. ]-cn-ip-² A-½-bp-

sS hn-a-e lr-Z-b-¯n-te-¡v C-h-sc k-aÀ-¸n-¡mw. C-Xp hm-bn-¡p-¶ Hm-tcm Ip-Spw-_-hpw Hm-tcm Z-¼-Xn-I-sf 

a-\-ÊnÂ tNÀ-¯p-]n-Sn-¨p A-hÀ-¡p-th-ïn D-]-h-kn-¨p-{]mÀ-°n-¡mw. h-cp-¶ sk-]v-äw-_À F-«p-t\m-¼v C-hÀ-

¡m-bn k-aÀ-¸n-¡mw. ]-cn-ip-² A-½-bp-sS i-à-am-b am-[y-Øw h-gn Cu ]-cn-ip-²m-ß bp-K-¯nÂ k-`-tbm-

sSm-¯p-tNÀ-¶p ssI-IÄ-tImÀ-¯p \o-§mw. k-`-bp-sS A-Sn-¯q-Wp-I-fm-Im³ B-ßm-`n-tj-I-ap-Å Ip-ªp-

a-¡-sf G-äp-hm-§mw. A-Sp-¯ a-tZ-gv-kv tU-bnÂ ]p-¯³ {]-Xo-£-I-fp-am-bn ]p-¯³ A-½-amÀ D-W-c-s«. 

tam-fn amXyp

hn-S-cm³ sIm-Xn-¡p-¶ KÀ-`-]m-{X-§Ä:]-cn.- A-½-bp-sS k-¶n-[n-bn-te-¡v

skâ v tPm-k-^v s^m-tdm-\ NÀ-¨v, lq-Ì¬
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G-dp-hm-s\m-cp tKm-]p-cw

\n-d-th-dp-hm-s\m-cp \m-Un-bpw

hm-gp-hm³ \n-c t\À-¡p-t\À 

h-gn Im-«p-hm³ \n-c hm-\n-epw

\m-a tI-Xp-hn-emÀ-¶n-d-§p-an

tem-e lr-Z-b X-a-Ên-epw

ssZ-h Ir-]-I-fn Iq-¸p-ssI-I-fnÂ

G-äp hm-§p \n-c-´-cw

G-dn-bm-sem-cp \mÄ-¡p t]m-epw

I-cp-Xm-b tI-h-e Po-hn-Xw

A-]-c-s\m-cp Xp-W-bm-Ip-InÂ

A-Xn-¶-\p-`-hw A-Xn-te-sd-bmw 

k-®n Ip-än-bm-\n
skâ v tPm-k-^v s^m-tdm-\ NÀ-¨v, lq-Ì¬

Po-hn-Xw
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_-m_p sX-t¡-¡-c
skâ v tPm-k-^v s^m-tdm-\ NÀ-¨v, lq-Ì¬

Ir-jv-tW-«³
Ir-jv-tW-«-sâ a-c-W-hmÀ-¯ \-µn-\n Hm-t¸m-fm-Wp hn-fn-¨-dn-b-¨-Xv. ]-Xn-hp-t]m-se Hm-^o-kn-se Xn-c-¡nÂ-

\n-¶p c-£-s]-«v, \n-c-¯n-se s]m-Sn-bpw ]p-I-bpw iz-kn-¨v ]-cn-£o-Wn-X-\m-bn ap-dn-bn-se-¯p-t¼mÄ ]-Sn-

ªm-dp Ip-¦p-a-¨m-bw hn-X-dn-sb-dn-ªp kq-cy³ a-d-bp-hm³ Xp-S-§n-bn-cp-¶p. F-´p-sIm-tïm ]-Xn-hn-Ãm-sX 

a-\-Ên-\v H-cp hn-§-e-\p-`-h-s¸-«p. \nÀ-Æ-Nn-¡m-\m-hm-¯-H-cp {Xm-kw. H-¶n-\pw H-cp D-t·-jw tXm-¶n-bn-Ã.

]mâpw jÀ-«pw Du-cn I-tk-c-bn-te-s¡-dn-ªv ep-¦n-bp-Sp-¯v H-cp kn-K-c-äp sIm-fp-¯n I-«n-en-e-aÀ-¶p In-S-

¶p. kn-K-c-än-sâ sh-fp-¯ ]p-I h-f-b-§-fm-bn a-¨n-te-¡v D-bÀ-¶p s]m-§n iq-\y-X-bnÂ e-bn-¨n-Ãm-Xm-Ip-

¶-Xv H-cp in-ip-hn-sâ I-Xq-l-e-t¯m-sS t\m-¡n In-S-¶p. B In-S-¸nÂ a-\-Ên-sâ sI-«p-I-f-gn-ªp. X-fÀ-¶ 

Po-h-sâ kq-£v-a-Xm-c-I-fn-eq-sS G-tXm im-´n-a-{´-¯n-sâ ]m-s«-t¶m sNm-Ãn-¡-S-¶p t]m-b \m-a-k-¦oÀ-¯-

\-§-fp-sS  Cu-c-Sn-IÄ H-gp-In I-S-¶p t]m-bn.

F-{X t\-cw A-§-s\ In-S-¶p F-¶-dn-bn-Ã. \nÀ-¯m-sX A-Sn-¨ t^m-Wn-sâ _-Ãp-IÄ a-\-Ên-sâ C-cpÄ-

¯m-c-I-fnÂ {Kp-lm-Xp-c-Xz-¯n-sâ A-¼-e-a-Wn-I-fm-bn ap-g-§n. s]m-Sn ]n-Sn-¨ ]-g-b HmÀ-½-I-fn-eq-sS sR-«n-

¸n-S-sª-gp-t¶-äp. a-§n-b C-cp-«v ap-dn-bnÂ a-ªn-sâ ]m-S ]-c-¯n-bn-cp-¶p. Ø-e-Im-e-t_m-[w ho-ïp-In-

«p-hm³ Ip-sd k-a-bw th-ïn h-¶p. hn-d-¡p-¶ ssI-I-tfm-sS A-t¸m-gpw \nÀ-¯m-sX A-Sn-¨p-sIm-ïn-cp-¶ 

t^m-Wn-sâ dn-ko-h-sd-Sp-¯v sN-hn-bnÂ h-¨p. F-´p ]-d-b-W-sa-t¶mÀ-¯v ]-I-¡p-t¼mÄ A-t§ X-e-¡Â 

\-µn-\n Hm-t¸m-fp-sS I-\-¯ i-_v-Zw.

""\o-¿-hn-sS F-´p sN-¿p-I-bm-Wp c-ta-im. F-{X t\-c-am-bn Rm³ t^m¬ sN-¿p-¶p. \n-\-s¡m-¶v t^m-

sW-Sp-¯p Iq-sS?''

\-µn-\n Hm-t¸mÄ F-t¸m-gp-sa-§n-s\-bm-Wp. ]-cn-`-h-§-fp-sS sI-«p-I-f-gn-¨p-sIm-tï kw-km-cw Xp-S-§q.

""-C-hn-sS A-¨-\p Xo-sc kp-J-an-Ã. ho-ïpw B ]-g-b A-kp-Jw X-s¶. A-Sp-¯p-Å I-Wm-c³ ssh-Zy-sc 

Im-Wn-¨p. Ip-d-¨p a-cp-¶p X-¶p. ]-«-W-¯nÂ G-sX-¦n-epw \-Ã B-ip-]-{Xn-bnÂ sIm-ïp-t]m-Im³ ]-d-

ªp. A-Xn-\p F-sâ I-¿nÂ F-hn-sS-bm ss]-k.  c-Lp-th-«³ A-b-¨p-X-cp-¶-\ ]-Ww H-¶n-\pw Xn-I-bn-Ã. 

km-[-\-§Ä-s¡m-s¡ F-´m hn-e. t]m-cm-¯-Xn-\p Ip-«n-I-fp-sS ]T-\-Nn-e-hv th-sd-bpw.... \o-sb-´m c-ta-

im H-¶pw an-ïm-¯-Xv?''A-t¸m-gpw X-e s]-cp-¡p-¶-Xp-t]m-se. ap-I-fnÂ h-b-Ê³ ]-¦ B-kv-am tcm-Kn-

bm-b In-f-h-sâ izm-kw h-en-t]m-se hn-j-an-¨v I-d-§p-¶p. th-\Â-¨q-Sn-sâ ar-K-Xr-£v-W i-an-¨n-cp-¶n-Ã.

""Hm-t¸mÄ ]-d-tªm-fp. Rm³ tIÄ-¡p-¶p-ïv.'' Pm-fy-X-tbm-sS a-dp-]-Sn ]-d-ªp.

\-µn-\n Hm-t¸mÄ ]n-s¶-bpw F-s´m-s¡-tbm ]-d-ªp-sIm-ïn-cp-¶p. Xm³ tIÄ-¡p-hm³ Xm-ev-]-cy-an-

Ãm-¯ \m-«n-se hn-ti-j-§Ä. KÄ-^p-Im-c³ d-jo-Zv h-en-b am-fn-I ]-Wn-X-Xv, I-tcm-s« tKm-]m-e-¸-Wn-¡À 

h-b-ep hm-§n-b-Xv, A-§-s\ ]-e-Xpw. A-h-s\m-¶pw an-ïn-bn-Ã. A-h-km-\w t^m¬ h-¡p-t¼mÄ Hm-

t¸mÄ ]-d-ªp;

""\o-¿-dn-tªm c-ta-im, h-S-t¡-se Ir-jv-tW-«³ I-gn-ª Zn-h-kw a-cn-¨p. ]m-hw, _-Ôp-¡-fm-cpw C-Ãm-¯-

Xp-sIm-ïv h-tI-te-tXm H-cp sN-¡³ IÀ-½-§Ä \-S-¯p-I-bm-bn-cp-¶p. _-en-t¨m-dp sIm-¯n-¯n-¶m³ 

Im-¡-IÄ h-¶n-Ã-s{X. ]m-hw, B-ßm-hn-\p K-Xn In-«o-«p-ïm-hn-Ã.''  A-t§-¯-e-¡Â \-µn-\n Hm-t¸mÄ 

t^m¬ h-¨n-«pw dn-ko-hÀ I-¿nÂ ]n-Sn-¨v I-\-¯p h-cp-¶ C-cp-«n-te-¡p t\m-¡n c-ta-i³ G-sd t\-cw C-cp-

¶p. A-Úm-X-am-b G-tXm Zp:J-¯n-sâ I-\-ep-IÄ H-cp s\-cn-t¸m-Sm-bn A-h-sâ a-\-ÊnÂ F-cn-bp-hm³ 
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Xp-S-§n. K-Xn In-«m-sX Ir-jv-tW-«-sâ B-ßm-hv A-h-\p Np-äpw h-«-an-«p ]-d-¡p-¶-Xp-t]m-se 

tXm-¶n. a-säm-cp kn-K-c-äp sIm-fp-¯n C-cp-«nÂ P-\-en-sâ Xp-cp-¼n-¨ A-gn-I-fnÂ ssI-I-fq-¶n 

c-ta-i³ Xm-sg ]-X-sªm-gp-Ip-¶ ]p-g-bn-te-¡p t\m-¡n sh-dp-sX \n-¶p. K-X-Im-e-kv-a-c-W-I-

fp-sS X-Å-enÂ A-h-sâ lr-Z-bw hn-§n.

c-ta-i-sâ bu-Æ-\-¯n-sâ ]n-cn-bm-¯ HmÀ-½-bm-bn Ir-jv-tW-«³ F-¶pw \n-d-ªp \n-¶p. ]-«m-f-¯nÂ 

\n-¶pw ]n-cn-ªp \m-«n³-]p-d-¯p Xm-a-k-am-¡n-b Ir-jv-tW-«³ F-t¸m-gm-Wp X-sâ Po-hn-X-¯n-sâ A-im-

´ bm-{X-I-fnÂ k-l-bm-{Xn-I-\m-b-sX-¶v c-ta-i³ ]-e-t¸m-gpw A-Xn-i-b-s¸-«n-«p-ïv. ]p-g-h-¡-¯v am-\w 

ap-s« ]-´-en-¨p \n-¶ am-hpw ¹m-hpw ]m-gv-a-c-§-fpw \n-d-ª H-cp sXm-Sn-bp-sS a-²y-¯n-em-bn-cp-¶p Ir-jv-

tW-«-sâ ho-Sv. k-ky-§-fp-sS ]p-X-¸n-« sXm-Sn-I-fnÂ F-t¸m-gpw Ip-fnÀ-a-bm-bn-cp-¶p. ]p-g-tbm-c-s¯ sh-fn-

\n-e-§-fnÂ Ir-jv-tW-«³ ]-¨-¡-dn-Ir-jn \-S-¯n. A-Xn-I-am-tcm-Spw an-ïm-sX H-cp kzm-¯n-I-sâ \n-Êw-K-

X-tbm-sS, A-kw-Jyw \n-jv-S-I-fn-eq-sS ]-¨-¡-dn-I-sf ]-cn-N-cn-¨v Ir-jv-tW-«³ X-sâ A-im-´ Zn-\-]-X-§-sf 

A-Rv-Xm-X-am-b G-tXm tZ-hm-\p-`-h-am-¡n ¯oÀ-¡p-I-bm-bn-cp-s¶-¶v c-ta-i-\p ]-e-t¸m-gpw tXm-¶n-bn-«p-ïv.

\-K-c-¯n-se I-em-e-b-¯nÂ \n-¶p ]T-\w ]qÀ-¯n-bm-¡n c-ta-i³ \m-«nÂ Xn-cn-s¨-¯n-b Im-ew. ]n-¶o-Sv 

A-\-´-am-b sXm-gn-e-t\z-j-W-¯n-sâ a-Sp-¸n-¡p-¶ B-hÀ-¯-\ hn-c-k-X-bnÂ c-ta-i³ B-ïp. tPm-en-IÄ-

¡p-Å A-t]-£-IÄ A-b-¨v Hm-tcm Zn-h-k-hpw a-dp-]-Sn-IÄ-¡p th-ïn-bp-Å Im-¯n-cp-¸m-bn. F-¶mÂ 

H-cn-¡-epw A-Xp h-¶n-Ã. Im-¯n-cp-¸p-IÄ \n-cm-i-bn-te-¡v \o-§n-b-t¸mÄ Po-hn-X-¯n-sâ ]-cn-Nn-X hyÀ-¯-

X-IÄ-¡-¸p-dw A-I-e-§-fn-te-¡p \o-fp-¶ N-hn-«-Sn-¸m-X-I-fn-eq-sS F-hn-sS-sbm-s¡-tbm c-ta-i³ A-e-ªp 

\-S-¶p. sh-Åw h-än-b ]p-g-bp-sS sX-fn-a-WÂ-¸-c-¸p-I-fn-eq-sS, F-en-IÄ am-fw sa-\-ª, C-cp-h-i-¯pw 

Im-«p-s]m-´-IÄ C-cpÄ hn-cn-¨ C-S-h-gn-I-fn-eq-sS, Im-hn-\p ]n-¶nÂ A-I-e-§-fn-te-¡v \o-ïp t]m-Ip-¶ 

h-Ôy-X \n-d-ª sam-«-¡p-¶p-I-fp-sS hn-P-\-kv-X-en-I-fn-eq-sS c-ta-i³ X-sâ \-S-¯w Xp-SÀ-¶p.

]p-g-bv-¡p tN-tc-In-S-¡p-¶ in-h-t£-{X-¯n-sâ ]n-¶n-se kÀ-¸-¡m-hn-sâ h-\-kv-X-en-I-fnÂ an-¡-t¸m-gpw 

X-sâ Pm-{KÂ-kz-]v-\-§-fnÂ tIm-«-IÄ sI-«n A-h³ a-b-§n. A-h-sâ X-e-¡p ap-I-fnÂ ]-SÀ-¶p ]-´-en-¨ 

a-c-¨n-Ã-I-fnÂ ]-£n-IÄ Ip-dp-Ip-I-bpw ]-Xn-ª kz-c-¯nÂ I-e-¼Â Iq-«p-I-bpw sN-bv-Xp-sIm-ïn-cp-¶p. 

Im-hn-\p ]p-d-¯v sh-fn-¼-d-¼p-I-fnÂ sh-bn-en-sâ ar-K-Xr-jv-W ap-Sn-b-gn-ªm-Sp-t¼mÄ C-e-ªn-bpw  ]m-e-

bpw ]q-¯p \n-¶ Im-hn-\p-Ån-se kp-J-io-X-fn-a c-ta-i-\p tZ-hm-\p-`-h-am-bn-cp-¶p. X-tâ-Xp am-{X-am-b B 

tem-I-¯n-cp-¶v A-h³ kp-a-K-Ô-§-fp-sS A-h-km-\-an-Ãm-¯ In-\m-hp-IÄ I-ïp.  -H-cn-¡Â A-¯-c-sam-cp 

a-b-¡-¯nÂ B-tcm Np-a-enÂ X-«n hn-fn-¡p-¶-X-dn-ªp. ""F-Wo-¡p c-ta-im.'' 

]-Xn-ª B ar-Zp-kz-cw Im-Xp-I-fnÂ h-¶-e-¨-t¸mÄ c-ta-i³ X-s¶-X-s¶ a-d-¶p I-f-bp-I-bpw a-tä-tXm 

Im-e-¯n-sâ [z-\n-I-fnÂ Im-hn-se ]-c-tZ-h-X-IÄ X-t¶m-Sv kw-km-cn-¡p-¶-Xm-bn A-h-\p tXm-¶p-I-bpw sN-

bv-Xp.  H-cp am-bn-I hn-{`m-´n-bp-sS kp-J-I-c-am-b B-e-ky-t¯m-sS I-®p-IÄ Xp-d-¶ c-ta-i³ tam-j-W-¯n-

\n-S-bnÂ ]n-Sn-¡-s¸-« tNm-c-sâ Pm-fy-X-tbm-sS ]n-S-sª-Wo-äp. ap-¶nÂ A-Úm-X-Zp:J-¯n-sâ I-®p-\

oÀ-¯p-Ån-IÄ H-fn-ªp In-S-¶p. A-I-se ta-Sp-IÄ-¡p ao-sX sh-bnÂ Nm-ªn-cp-¶p. Im-hn-se I-\-¯ 

\n-g-ep-IÄ-¡-¸p-dw km-bm-Ów im-´-hpw {]-k-¶-hp-am-bn-cp-¶p. t\-cw Xm-Wn-«pw D-jv-Ww i-an-¨n-cp-¶n-Ã. 

a-c-¨n-Ã-I-fn-eq-sS In-g-¡³ Im-äv ssZ-h-km-{µ-X-tbm-sS I-S-¶p-t]m-bn. Ir-jv-tW-«-sâ ]n-¶m-se Im-hn-se 

I-\-¯, C-cp-ï \n-g-ep-I-fnÂ \n-¶pw ]p-d-s¯ sX-fn-ª A-]-cm-Ó-¯n-te-¡v \-S-¡p-t¼mÄ A-h-c-dn-bm-

sX P-·m-´-c-§-fn-eq-sS ssI-am-d-s¸-« ]p-Xn-sbm-cp _-Ôw D-S-se-Sp-¡-s¸-Sp-I-bm-bn-cp-¶p.

]n-¶o-Sv \m-fp-I-tfm-fw {Km-a-¯n-sâ km-bm-Ó-§Ä H-cp km-[-\-t]m-se A-\z-lw A-hÀ ]-¦n-«p. \oÀ-¨m-

em-bn A-kv-X-a-b-¯n-eq-sS A-Úm-X-§-fn-te-¡v H-gp-Ip-¶ ]p-g-bp-sS a-WÂ-¯-S-§-fn-eq-sS A-hÀ \-S-¶p. 

H-cn-¡Â A-h-s\m-ä-¡v A-e-ª Ip-ïpw Ip-gn-bpw I-Ãpw ta-Spw \n-d-ª h-gn-¯m-c-I-fn-eq-sS Ir-jv-tW-

«-sâ km-Xzn-I-kw-`m-j-W-§Ä X-sâ DÄ-\n-e-§-fnÂ \n-d-¨v H-cp km-[-I-sâ hn-t[-b-Xz-t¯m-sS A-h³ 

\-S-¶p. A-¯-c-sam-cp km-bm-Ó-©m-c-¯n-\n-S-bn-em-Wp Ir-jv-tW-«³ X-sâ a-\-Ên-sâ s\m-¼-c-§-fp-sS 

D-sÅm-gn-¨-Xv. hÀ-j-§Ä-¡p ap-¼p h-S-s¡ C-´y-bn-se H-cp ]-«m-f Iym-¼nÂ-h-¨p-ïm-b A-]-I-S-¯nÂ Ir-

jv-tW-«-sâ `m-cy-bpw a-I-\pw sIm-Ã-s¸-« I-Y-\w {k-h-W-§Ä-¡p-a-¸p-d-¯p-Å au-\-Zp:J-¯nÂ c-ta-i³ 
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G-äp hm-§n. hr-²-\pw \n-cm-i-\p-am-b B a-\p-jy-\p th-ïn \n-È-_v-Z-am-b H-cp \n-e-hn-fn 

sIm-Ån-bm³ t]m-se A-h-sâ lr-Z-b-¯n-sâ B-g-§-fn-eq-sS I-S-¶p t]m-bn.

""c-ta-im, F-sâ D-®n Po-hn-¨n-cp-s¶-¦nÂ C-t¸mÄ \n-sâ {]m-bw I-tï-s\.'' A-Xp ]-d-bp-

t¼mÄ Ir-jv-tW-«-sâ I-®p-I-fnÂ Im-e-§-fp-sS th-Z-\ \n-d-ªp Xp-fp-¼n. ]p-{X-Im-ta-jv-Sn-bn-eq-

sS ]p-\À-P-\n tX-Sp-¶ kp-Ir-X-im-en-bm-bn A-bmÄ am-dn. H-cm-bp-jv-¡m-e-¯n-sâ ]-g-¡w sN-¶ kz-

¨-am-b IÀ-½-tbm-K-§-fp-sS A-dn-hp-IÄ H-cp k-l-{k-\m-a k-¦oÀ-¯-\-¯n-sâ \nÀ-½-X-e-tbm-sS A-h-sâ 

DÄ-\n-e-§-fn-te-¡v DuÀ-¶n-d-§n. a-e-IÄ-¡-¸p-dw kq-cy³ a-d-bp-I-bm-bn-cp-¶p. In-g-¡³ Im-änÂ C-f-In-

bm-Sp-¶ I-cn-¼-\-¸-«-IÄ-¡p ao-sX A-kv-X-a-b-¯n-sâ Np-h-¶ sh-bnÂ hÀ-®-km-{µ-am-bn. Zq-sc N-{I-hm-f-

¯n-\-¸p-dw ]-£n-IÄ A-kv-X-a-b-¯n-te-¡v ]-d-¶p. Ir-jv-tW-«³ Xn-cn-ªv ]n-¶n-te-¡v, A-I-e-§-fn-te-¡v 

Im-tXmÀ-¯p. ]-«-I-fp-sS C-c-¼-en-sâ {ip-Xn-t`-Z-§-fnÂ D-®n-bpw A-h-sâ A-½-bpw Ir-jv-tW-«-\p km-´z-

\-tam-Xn A-h-tcm-Sv kw-km-cn-¡p-¶-Xm-bn c-ta-i-\p tXm-¶n. B km-´z-\-¯n-sâ ip-²-k-¦-ev-]w G-äp hm-

§n-b Ir-jv-tW-«³ C-{µn-b-`m-c-§-fn-Ãm-sX Xr-]v-X-\m-bn \-S-¶p. A-t¸mÄ k-Ôy-bp-sS C-fw Nq-SnÂ A-kv-

X-a-b-¯n-\-¸p-dw a-säm-cp ]-c-a-a-ï-e-¯nÂ \-£-{X-§Ä hn-S-cp-¶-Xv Ir-jv-tW-«³ Im-Wp-I-bm-bn-cp-¶p.

hÀ-j-§Ä I-S-¶p-t]m-bn. H-cp km-[-\ t]m-se \m-fp-I-fm-bn Xp-SÀ-¶p-t]m-¶ km-bm-Ó-k-©m-c-§Ä-¡-h-

[n sIm-Sp-¯v c-ta-i³ tPm-en tX-Sn k-l-{kw \m-gn-I A-I-se-bp-Å \-K-c-¯n-te-¡v h-ïn I-b-dn. bm-{X-

bm-¡p-hm³ tÌ-j-\nÂ Ir-jv-tW-«³ am-{X-ta h-¶n-cp-¶p-Åp. h-ïn h-cp-thm-fw ¹m-äv-t^m-an-sâ A-ä-¯v 

]-SÀ-¶p \n-¶ BÂ-a-c-¨p-h-«n-se s_-©nÂ \n-i-_v-Z-cm-bn A-h-cn-cp-¶p. ]-d-bp-hm-\m-{K-ln-¨ hm-¡p-IÄ 

]p-d-¯p h-cm-sX A-h-cp-sS sXm-ï-bnÂ Ip-Sp-§n. F-´n-sâ-sbm-s¡-tbm \n-d-hv. Ir-jv-tW-«-sâ ap-J-a-{X-

bpw kv-t\-l-hpw Zp:J-hpw \n-d-ªp \n-¶p. ]p-I-sb ]n-d-tIm-«v Du-Xn am-än H-cp C-c-¼-tem-sS h-ïn ¹m-äv-

t^m-anÂ h-¶p \n-¶p. \n-i-_v-Z-am-bn Ir-jv-tW-«-t\m-Sv hn-S hm-§n c-ta-i³ h-ïn-bnÂ I-b-dn H-gn-ª H-cp 

ko-än-en-cp-¶p. C-cp-¼-gn-IÄ-¡n-S-bn-eq-sS ssI-\o-«n Ir-jv-tW-«³ c-ta-i-sâ ssI-¸-S-¯nÂ ap-dp-sI ]n-Sn-¨p. 

]n-¶o-Sv c-ta-i-sâ I-®n-I-fnÂ t\m-¡n X-t¶m-sS-¶-t]m-se ]-d-ªp; ""Rm³ a-cn-¡p-t¼mÄ hm-¡-cn-bn-

Sm³ F-\n-s¡m-cp ]p-{X-\n-Ã-tÃm.''

A-bm-fp-sS hm-¡p-IÄ D-¨-Øm-bn-bn-ep-Å \n-i-_v-Z-am-b H-cp \n-e-hn-fn-bm-bn A-h-sâ lr-Z-b-¯nÂ hn-

§n. h-ïn C-f-Ip-t¼mÄ Ir-jv-tW-«³ I-®p-IÄ Xp-S-¡p-I-bm-bn-cp-¶p. h-ïn-bp-sS th-K-X hÀ-²n-¨-t¸mÄ 

Ir-jv-tW-«³ A-\-§m-sX ]n-d-tIm-«v N-en-¨v A-h-km-\w ]p-g-bp-sS Xn-cn-hnÂ A-{]-Xy-£-am-bn. c-ta-i-sâ 

I-®p-IÄ A-h-\-dn-bm-sX \n-d-sªm-gp-In. Ir-jv-tW-«³ a-cn-¨p. Xm-\pw Ir-jv-tW-«-\pw ]-¦n-« \n-c-h-[n 

km-bm-Ó-bm-{X-I-fp-sS HmÀ-½-IÄ Im-e-§-fp-sS A-I-ew Im-c-Ww A-h-sâ a-\-ÊnÂ \n-¶pw a-d-ªn-cp-¶p. 

]-t£ C-t¸mÄ Ip-ä-t_m-[-t¯m-sS c-ta-i³ HmÀ-¯p. Xm-s\-t¸m-gm-Wp Ir-jv-tW-«-s\ a-d-¶-Xv. Im-X-§Ä-

¡-I-se Nn-X-bn-se-cn-ª Ir-jv-tW-«-sâ B-ßm-hv \-£-{X-§Ä ¡-¸p-d-¯p-Å iq-\y-X-bn-te-¡v Xn-cn-¨p 

t]m-Im³ ap-àn tX-Sn X-\n-¡p Np-äpw h-«-an-«p ]-d-¡p-¶-Xm-bn c-ta-i-\p tXm-¶n. ]m-Sn-Ã. X-sâ XÀ-¸-W-§-

fn-eq-sS Ir-jv-tW-«-s\ I-c I-b-ä-Ww.

cm-{Xn G-sd sN-¶n-cp-¶p. c-ta-i³ Xm-sg \n-em-hnÂ Ip-fn-¨v \n-{Z-bn-em-ï \n-c-¯n-te-¡n-d-§n. \n-c-¯v 

iq-\y-hpw aq-I-hp-am-bn-cp-¶p. F-t§m-s«-¶n-Ãm-sX A-h³ \-S-¶p. Zq-sc \-Zn-bnÂ \n-¶pw Ip-fnÀ-a-bp-Å 

X-Wp-¯ Im-äp ho-in. X-e-¡p ap-I-fnÂ N-{µ-\pw \-£-{X-§-fpw A-h-s\m-¸w ap-t¶m-«p \-S-¶p. \-S-¶p \-S-

¶v Im-ep-IÄ Ip-g-ªp. A-´-an-Ãm-¯ bm-{X F-¯n-s¸-«-Xv \-K-c-¯n-\p ]p-d-¯v im-´-am-bn A-I-e-§-fn-te-

¡v H-gp-Ip-¶ \-Zn-¡-c-bn-se ZpÀ-¤m tZ-ho-t£-{X-¯n-\p ap-¶nÂ. {io-tIm-hn-en-\p ap-¶nÂ k-Ôy-¡v `-àÀ 

sIm-fp-¯n-b B-c-Xn-IÄ A-W-ªp Xp-S-§n-bn-cp-¶p. tZ-hn-¡p ap-¶n-se F-®-bpw ]m-b-epw Iq-Sn-¡-eÀ-¶ 

sX-¶p-¶ ]-S-hp-I-fn-eq-sS c-ta-i³ \-Zn-bn-te-¡n-d-§n. Nq-Spw X-Wp-¸p-an-Ãm-sX a-µ-am-bn H-gp-Ip-¶ A-c-s¡m-

¸w sh-Å-¯nÂ A-h³ \n-¶p. sN-dp-¸-¯nÂ ap-¯-Èn sNm-Ãn-¯-¶ {]mÀ-°-\m-a-{´-§Ä a-\-ÊnÂ [ym-

\n-¨v ssI-I-fnÂ tIm-cn-b D-Z-I-¯n-eq-sS A-h³ XÀ-¸-Ww sN-bv-Xp.

A-t¸mÄ sX-fn-ª B-Im-i-¯v A-\-´ tIm-Sn \-£-{X-§-fp-sS kv-]-Sn-I-tkm-]m-\-§Ä I-b-dn iq-\y-X-bn-

te-¡p a-d-bp-¶ Ir-jv-tW-«-s\ I-ïv c-ta-i³ Ir-XmÀ-°-\m-bn.  
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Pm-kv-an³ k-tPm
skâ v tXm-a-kv s^m-tdm-\ NÀ-¨v, km-´m B-\, Im-en-t^mÀ-Wn-b

\n-s¶-¡p-dn-¨v...

D-cp-Ip-¶ k-Xy-¯n³ Nq-Sp-Im-ä-Sn-¨n-«v

Po-hn-Xw I-¯n-¡-cn-ª t\-cw

th-c-äp Im-änÂ ]-d-¶p Rm³

C-hn-sS-bo a-®nÂ \n-ew ]-Xn-¨p.

 ]p-¯³ {]-Xo-£-IÄ t]-dn-\-S-¶p Rm³

 \n-d-ap-Å kz-]v-\-§Ä s\-©n-te-än

 X-d-hm-Sp hn-«n-§p-bm-{X-bm-bn ]n-s¶,

 I-S-ep I-S-¶p {]-hm-kn-bm-bn.

sXm-«mÂ s]m-Sn-bp-¶, Ip-½m-bw ]q-in-b

ho-Sn-sâ Np-a-cp-IÄ am-ªp-t]m-bn,

sX-¡n-\n-t¡m-em-bn-sem-ä-bv-¡p \nÂ-¡p-¶ 

hm-Sm-¯ ap-Ã-bpw HmÀ-½-bm-bn.

 ]m-bÂ ]n-Sn-¨ In-W-än³ I-c-bn-em-bv

 I-dn-th-¸v a-c-sam-¶p \n-¶n-cp-¶p

 Im-änÂ Ip-Wp-§n-¨n-cn-¨p X-e-bm-«n

 X-W-em-bv X-tem-S-em-bv \n-¶n-cp-¶p.

 A-¶p-{]-hm-kn-X³ th-j-a-Wn-ªp Rm³

 k-Ôy-bv-¡v bm-{X ]-d-ª t\-cw,

 \m-Sn-sâ HmÀ-½-bm-bv H-cp Ip-ªp-I-dn-th-¸v

 Iq-sS I-cp-Xp-hm³ Rm³ sIm-Xn-¨p.

 F-¶p-sS tXm-f-¯v ]-än-¡n-S-¡p-¶

 ss]-X-se t\m-¡n-sb-¶-½ sNm-Ãn

 \m-Sn-sâ a-W-ap-Å t\-cp-Å, s\-dn-hp-Å

 I-dn-th-¸v t]m-en-h³ am-dn-S-s«.

F-sâ a-Sn-¯-«n-sem-cp Ip-ªp-I-dn-th-¸n³

ssX-t]m-se ]-än \o tNÀ-¶p \n-¶p.

H-«pw ]-cn-Nn-X-a-Ãm-¯ Cu a-®nÂ

{]mÀ-°-\-tbm-sS Rm³ \-«p-\n-s¶

 D-W-cp-I a-I-s\ \o th-cp-IÄ ]m-Ip-I

 D-b-c-¯n-te-bv-¡v h-fÀ-¶o-Sp-I.

 Im-e-§-sfm-s¡ {]-Xn-Iq-e-am-Ip-¶

 Im-e-¯v D-Åw X-I-cm-Xn-cn-¡p-I.

cp-Nn-bn-Ãm-¡-dn-I-fnÂ cp-Nn-bm-bn am-dp-I

a-W-am-bv ]-S-cp-I, Kp-W-am-bv am-dp-I

H-cp I-dn-th-¸n-e t]m-e-th \n-s¶-bpw 

F-dn-bp-¶ t\-c-¯v t\m-hm-Xn-cn-¡p-I.  
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 kz-]v-\w I-cn-ªp Nn-d-Ip X-f-cp-¶

 ]-£n-IÄ X-¶p-sS Iq-sS \-S-¡p-I

 D-bn-cm-bn am-dp-I, DuÀ-Ö-am-bv Xo-cp-I

 ]-X-dm-sX D-b-c-¯n-te-bv-¡v ]-d-¡p-I

Iq-«-¯nÂ ]n-d-sI \-S-¡pw ]-Yn-I-sâ

Iq-«m-bv sh-fn-¨-am-bv Po-h-\m-bv am-dp-I

k-Xy-hpw \o-Xn-bpw \n-e-hn-fn-¨o-Sp-t¼mÄ

dm-´-ep-ta-´n \o tX-Sn-bn-d-§p-I.

 C-e-IÄ X-fn-cp-IÄ Iq-¼p-IÄ t]m-ep-ta

 \p-Ån-sb-Sp-¡p-t¼mÄ t\m-hm-Xn-cn-¡p-I

 A-]-c-\m-bv A-h-km-\ C-e-bpw s]m-gn-bv-¡p-I

 s]m-«n-¯-fnÀ-¡p-hm³ sh-t«-äp hm-§p-I.

A-h-km-\-sam-cp-hm-¡v ]-d-bm-sX ]n-cn-bp-t¼mÄ

H-cp Ip-ªp sN-Sn-sb \o _m-¡n sh-¨o-Sp-tam?

cp-Nn-bn-Ãm-¡-dn-I-fnÂ cp-Nn-bm-bv am-dp-hm³

a-W-am-bv ]-S-cp-hm³ Kp-W-am-bv am-dp-hm³.....  

(k-aÀ-¸-Ww: C-S-h-I-I-fn-se C-fw X-e-ap-d-bv-¡v)
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sj-h-en-bÀ s_-¶n ]p-¶-¯-d
jm-temw tIm-gn-t¡m-Sv

h-fÀ-¨-bn-te-bv-¡p Ip-Xn-¡p-¶ ko-tdm-a-e-_mÀ k-aq-lw

Nn-¡m-tKm cq-]-X P-·w-sIm-ï \m-fp-I-fn-em-Wv Rm-\m-Zy-am-bv bp.F-ÊnÂ F-¯n-b-Xv. C-hn-sS [m-cm-fw ssZ-

hm-e-b-§-fp-Å-t¸mÄ F-´n-\m-Wv \-ap-¡p-th-ïn am-{Xw ]-Ån-IÄ. \-½p-sS F-Ãm B-ßo-bm-h-iy-§-fpw 

Cw-¥o-jv ]-Ån-I-fnÂ \n-d-th-ä-s¸-Sp-¶-Xn-\mÂ th-sdm-cp cq-]-X-bp-sS {]-k-àn F-´m-Wv? Xp-S-§n-b tNm-Zy-

§-sfm-s¡ ]-e-cnÂ \n-¶pw tIÄ-¡p-I-bp-ïm-bn. F-¶mÂ A-[n-I-\mÄ Im-¯n-cn-¡m-sX-X-s¶ B tNm-Zy-

§-sf-Ãmw hn-kv-ar-X-am-bn. H-cp cm-Py-¯v ]-c-kv-]-cw _-Ô-an-Ãm-sX Nn-X-dn-¡n-S-¶ P-\-§Ä C-S-h-I-I-fm-bn 

cq-]-Xm kw-hn-[m-\-¯n³ Io-gnÂ H-cp-an-¨p tNÀ-¡-s¸-«-Xn-sâ k-Xv-^-ew A-Ûp-Xm-h-l-am-bn-cp-¶p F-¶-Xp-

X-s¶ A-Xn-\p Im-c-Ww.

]-e Ø-e-§-fn-epw sN-Ãp-t¼mÄ H-cp sIm-¨p-tI-c-f-¯n-sâ {]-Xo-Xn..... tXm-am-Ço-lm-bpw hn-ip-²-cm-b AÂ-

t^m³-km-½-bpw Nm-h-d-b-¨-\p-sam-s¡ Cu cm-Py-¯v a-l-Xzo-Ir-X-cm-bn-s¡m-ïn-cn-¡p-¶p. ]m-Ým-Xy-kw-

kv-Im-c-¯n-sâ PoÀ-®-X-bnÂ \-½p-sS Ip-Spw-_-kw-kv-Im-cw \-jv-S-s¸-«p-t]m-Im-Xn-cn-¡m³ C-S-h-I-I-fp-sS 

{]-hÀ-¯-\w h-f-sc-b-[n-Iw k-lm-bn-¡p-¶p-ïv. ]-cn-an-Xn-I-fpw sh-Ãp-hn-fn-I-fpw D-ïm-bn-cp-¶n-«pw ssZ-h-¯n-

sâ ]-cn-]m-e-\ Nn-¡m-tKm ko-tdm a-e-_mÀ cq-]-X-sb ap-t¶m-«p \-bn-¨p-sIm-ïn-cn-¡p-¶p. A-ta-cn-¡-bn-se 

ko-tdm a-e-_mÀ k-`m-k-aq-l-¯n-sâ h-fÀ-¨-bnÂ \nÀ-®m-b-I ]-¦v h-ln-¡p-¶p-ïv Ir-Xy-am-b C-S-th-f-I-

fnÂ k-t½-fn-¡p-¶ ko-tdm a-e-_mÀ \m-j-WÂ I¬-sh³-j-\p-IÄ. tI-c-f-¯n-se hn-hn-[ cq-]-X-I-fn-se 

`n-¶-am-b B-Nm-c-co-Xn-IÄ A-\p-jvTn-¡p-¶ k-`m-a-¡-sf A-Wn-tNÀ-¡p-¶ C-´y-bp-sS A-©n-c-«n `q-hn-kv-

Xr-Xn-bp-Å Nn-¡m-tKm cq-]-X a-säm-cp Iq-Sn-h-c-hn-sâ \m-fn-em-Wn-t¸mÄ. amÀ-t¯m-½m amÀ-¤w hn-ip-²n-bn-

te-¡p-Å amÀ-¤w; D-WÀ-¶p {]-tim-`n-¡p-I; F-¶o hn-j-b-§-fn-eq-¶n k-t½-fn-¡p-¶ G-gm-a-Xv \m-j-WÂ 

I¬-sh³-j³ h-fÀ-¨-bn-te-¡v Ip-Xn-¡p-¶ A-ta-cn-¡-bn-se ko-tdm a-e-_mÀ k-aq-l-¯n-sâ ap-t¶-ä-¯n-\v 

Iq-Sp-XÂ I-cp-¯p-]-I-cpw.

im-tem-an-sâ F-Ãm-hn-[ B-iw-k-I-fpw \n-§-sf kv-t\-l-]qÀ-Æw A-dn-bn-¡p-¶p. kÀ-Æ-i-à-\m-b ssZ-hw 

\-s½ Hm-tcm-cp-¯-sc-bpw A-\p-{K-ln-¡-s«.  
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MAR THOMA SLEEHA SYRO MALABAR CATHEDRAL, BELLWOOD, IL

Vicar: Rev. Fr. Thomas
Kadukapillil

Asst.Vicar: Rev.Fr.Kevin
Mundackal

Mar Thoma Sleeha Cathedral is the Diocesan Cathedral of St. Thomas Syro Malabar 
Catholic Diocese of Chicago. With a vibrant community consisting of more than 
1200 families, this parish exuberates faith, enthusiasm and love.           

Transitioning from the days in 1970s where the Holy Mass was offered in Chi-
cago once in a while, to the vibrant community of 1200 families was a long journey. 
The first ever Syro Malabar Ministry outside India was inaugurated by Late Joseph 
Cardinal Bernadine on August 25, 1985.  The community soon grew in numbers 
and in 1988 on September 10, it was named as a mission with the blessing of Mar 
Joseph Pallikaparambil.  On July 1, 2001, then vicar Rev. Jacob Angadiath was consecrated and installed 
as the first Bishop of the St. Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic Diocese of Chicago.  Late Mar Varkey Cardinal 
Vithayathil blessed the newly constructed Mar Thoma Sleeha Cathedral on July 5, 2008.  The cathedral 
which is the denomination’s first ecclesiastical seat outside India was built with stunning architectural per-
fection under the leadership of Fr. Antony Thundathil.  On September 27, 2014, then vicar Rev. Joy Alappat 
was consecrated as Auxiliary Bishop.  

From small beginnings, the church grew and today stands as a united and strong cathedral community.  
This was made possible by the prayerful leadership of our pastors over the years from Rev.Dr. Antony Kuri-
alacherry to current vicar Fr. Thomas Kadukappillil.  The dedicated laity who prayerfully spends their time, 
resources and energy under these dynamic spiritual leaders is the strength of this high-spirited community. 
Appointment of Fr. Kevin Mundackal as our Asst. Pastor has truly invigorated the youth of our church.  Ca-
thedral also retained the services of Sr. Marykutty Nellickal, CMC and Sr. Linda Moolechalil. 

CCD, Malayalam school and cultural academy function very efficiently with large number of student 
enrollments.  Different organizations and movements including Vincent DePaul Society, CML, SMCC, Jesus 
Youth, CYM, SMYO, Women’s Forum, and Senior Forum are very dynamic in fostering education, culture, 
charity and piety.  The Cathedral now has an extension at Our Lady of Brook Catholic church in Northbrook, 
a north suburb of Chicago, where Holy Mass and CCD classes are held every Sunday.  Feasts of the saints 
are celebrated with great reverence.  Prayer meetings are held monthly in all 14 wards and the church pic-
nics and gatherings strengthen their bond. 

Many initiatives have been taken over the years to draw the faithful close to the Lord and his infinite 
mercy.  Annual Family Renewal Convention, Retreats for adults and children, night vigils, daily adoration, 
telephone rosary prayers, 33 days of Morning Glory retreats, pilgrimages to Holy places including Holy land 
and educational sessions are to name the few that are intended to bestow the faithful with the blessings and 
knowledge.  A two-year Diploma in Theology study for the lay people in collaboration with the Vadavathoor 
Pontifical Oriental Institute has also started.  The parishioners are proud to be part of this spiritual communi-
ty and thankful to the Lord for blessing them with opportunities to practice faith and guiding them in this land

 Compiled and Edited by Mr.Thomas Purathur and Ms Beena Vallikalam

Best Compliments From
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ST THOMAS SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC CHURCH, DETROIT, MI

Vicar Rev. Fr.
T. A  Nicholas 

The Syro Malabar Catholic Community in Detroit was started by a few Malayalee 
Catholic families in September 1980 under the leadership of Dr. Joseph Pullukat-
tu. Initially 22 families gathered at St. Patrick Parish on 58 Parsons Street, Detroit, 
Michigan. The families selected an executive committee with Dr. Joseph Pullukatt, 
Presidetn; Mr. Chacko Kalarickal, Vice President; Mr. Augusty Parapuram, Treasurer; 
Mr. Jose Vengalil, Secretary; Mr. Paul Dolfus, Mr. Tony Erinjeri and Mr. Thomas Kart-
hanal as joint secretaries.

Our growth was from St. Thomas Indian Catholic Association in 1980 to St. 
Thomas India Catholic Mission in 1994 and to St.Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic 
Church-Detroit in 2007. This transition was achieved because we were blessed with 
priests, members and leaders who worked tirelessly for the growth of our church. Our community, St. 
Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic Church-Detroit, was inaugurated as a new parish on Saturday, July 14, 
2007, by His Beatitude Varkey Cardinal Vithayathil, then Major Archbishop of Syro Malabar Church and His 
Excellency Mar Jacob Angadiath, Bishop of Syro Malabr Catholic Diocese of Chicago.

The primary asset of our church is the selfless, sincere and hard-working members who are driven by 
a common goal, rooted in Christian values with faith. Currently, we have about 229 registered members. 
Our parish is grateful for the selfless services of all the previous vicars, namely Fr. Dr. Joseph Nagaroor 
(1988-1993), Fr. John Melepuram (1994-1999), Fr. Joy Chakian (1999-2005), Fr. Varghese Naickampar-
ambil (2005-2010), Fr. George Elambasseril (2010-2015), Fr. Roy Moolechalil (2015-2018). Our Current 
pastor is Fr. T.A. Nicholas SDB- Salesian Congregation of Sacred Heart province of Bangalore.

We are continuing our mission to fulfil the spiritual and social needs of our community by offering reg-
ular Qurbana in both Malayalam and English, conducting CCD classes, administering Sacraments, Retreats 
and solemn Celebration of the Church Feasts. 

 Compiled and Edited by: Mr. Sebastian Kallumkal, Trustee
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ST ALPHONSA SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC CHURCH, ATLANTA, GA 

Vicar. Rev. Fr. Mathew 
Elayadathamadam

2015 to 2019 New Church Building project plan finalized, Capital Campaign started, 
Building and Finance Committee formed, Ground Breaking and Founda-
tion laid, Site Development completed, Construction Contract signed, 
Building Structure in progress, Expected to be completed in December 
2019

2014 May Elevated to a Forane Church by Bishop Mar Jacob Angadiath

2012 Dec. Fr. Mathew Elayadathamadam appointed as Vicar

2012 July Hosted 6th Syro Malabar Diocese National Convention at Atlanta

2010 March Purchased additional six Acres of neighboring Land with a house

2007 Nov. Fr. Johny Puthiaparambil appointed as Vicar

2006 Dece.17 Inauguration of the Church Building and official declaration of the  
Parish by Bishop Mar Jacob Angadiath

2006 May Ground Breaking Ceremony

2005 Sept. Fr. Kurian Thomas Karickal appointed as the Mission Director

2005 June Building Site Plans approved by the County

2004 June Fr. Joseph Kuzhupil appointed as full time mission Director

2004 July Blessing of the Foundation by Mar Jacob Angadiath

2003 Dece. First Parish Council of the Mission and Various sub committees Estab-
lished. Transition of Kerala Catholic Association to Blessed Alphonsa 
Syro Malabar Catholic Mission

2003 Sept. Blessed Alphonsa Syro Malabar Catholic Mission Established, Corner  
Stone Laid for the Future Church by Bishop Jacob Angadiath

2003 July Bought Six Acres of Land at Loganville for Future Church

2003 March building Committee formed to Buy or Build a Facility. 

1992 to 2003 Malayalam Mass and Kerala Caholic Association Activities continued

1992 Syro Malabar Malayalam Mass Started by Fr. Joseph Mullakkara,  
Kerala Catholic Association Formed

Saint Alphonsa Syro Malabar Catholic Church was established as a parish under St. Thomas Syro Malabar Diocese of 
Chicago in December 17, 2006. “The blessing of the Church and the establishment of a parish in 2006, the formation 
of the Syro Malabar Catholic Mission, the appointment of a full time director and the purchase of Six Acres of land 
to build the church in 2003, the beginning of Malayalam mass and organization of the Kerala Catholic Association of 
Atlanta in 1992 are some of the major milestones in the history of the parish” The History and Evolution of a Vibrant 
Syro Malabar Community in Atlanta, Georgia St. Alphonsa Syro Malabar Forane Catholic Church, 4561 Rosebud Road, 
Loganville, GA 30052 Major Milestones

Trustees: Jimmy Isaac, George Varghese Elamplakat, Shani Vezhakad, Sandesh Mathew



Best Compliments From

195

ST. TERESA OF CALCUTTA SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC MISSION OF NASHVILLE, TN

Founded on Nov 8, 2009, we are the first Syro Malabar community in the United States and the second in 
the entire world to be named after St. Teresa of Calcutta, a saint of our time and our land. We celebrate our 
annual feast usually on the Saturday which is closest to the 5th of September every year.

Our mission as a community is: “Carrying the flame of Faith and Tradition in life and worship across 
the world”.   We as a Syro Malabar community in the United States love and live this motto in our life to the 
best of our God given ability in this country.
Director: Rev. Fr. Tomy Puliyanampattayil, MSFS  |   Associate Director: Rev. Fr. Noble Amabalathuruthel, MSFS

Best Compliments From

Beginning as a Mission in 2008, we were elevated to a Parish on May 7, 2011.
With the influx of Syro Malabar Catholics from Kerala into Tampa Bay in the 
1970’s, the desire to have a Syro Malabar Church of our own grew wings and 
after few catholic associations were formed (MCACF, KCACF), we graduated 
to being a mission and later on in 2011 acquired our own church, SJSMCC of 
Tampa.

Before the Mission was formed, the Holy Qurbana was celebrated once a 
month. But few ministries like the choir had already been formed and annual 
picnics, talent competitions, etc. were conducted. Once we became a Mission, 
regular weekly masses were celebrated and other ministries like Eucharistic min-

ST JOSEPH’S SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC CHURCH, TAMPA, FL

Vicar Rev. Fr. Rijo 
Cheerakathil

istry, Religious Education for children, Men’s & Women’s forum began their activities. Soon we became a 
full fledged parish under the leadership of our first Vicar, Rev. Fr. George Maliekal, 

Parish Ministries: Angels Army, Syro Tweens, Men’s & Women’s Forum, Adult & Youth Choir, PTA, 
Eucharistic ministers, Sacristans, Word Power, Feeding the neighbors, St. Vincent de Paul society, Charis-
matic prayer group, Youth ministry, family units etc.

We are proud to acknowledge that one religious’ sister, Rev. Sr. Elizabeth, serving in India in the con-
gregation of Sisters of Destitute (SD) and one priest, Rev. Fr. Rajeev Valiyaveettil, serving in the St. Thomas 
Syro Malabar diocese of Chicago are from our parish.
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ST THOMAS SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC FORANE CHURCH, BRONX, NY

A Syro Malabar Church, in NY, was the most important dream and desire of the Synod in 1994. For 
that, the leaders of the Church appointed Rev. Fr. Jos Kandathikudy to go to NY. However, due to a delay in 
the sponsor letter, Mar Antony Padiyara sent Fr. Kandathikudy to Chicago as per personal direction of Ap-
ostolic administrator Mar Abraham Kattumana. On September 27, 1999, at the request of Cardinal Varkey 
Vithayathil, Fr. Kandathikudy moved to New York. While continuing his mission work, in NY and NJ, Fr. Kan-
dathikudy took residence in ST. Antony’s in Nanuet, NY (assigned by Cardinal Edward Eagan) and in New 
Milford Ascension Church in Bergen County, NJ (assigned by Archbishop Theodore McCarrick of Newark). 

St. Valentine’s Church, part of the Archdiocese of New York, was allotted to the Syro Malabar Com-
munity by His Eminence Edward Cardinal Egan. On March 24, 2002, His Excellency Mar Jacob Angadiath 
inaugurated the Church and Bronx became the third Parish of this new diocese. Mar Jacob Angadiath, after 
renaming the Church to St. Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic Church and declaring it a Parish appointed Fr. 
Jos Kandathikudy its first Vicar. Over the years, we have grown into a strong parish community able to 
practice and spread our Faith, Heritage, and Liturgical Traditions along with our morals and values.

St. Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic Parish in Bronx was elevated to Forane status on June 1, 2014. 
We currently have 709 registered families spanning across five counties - Manhattan, Bronx, Westchester, 
Orange and Putnam. With support and generous contributions, from our parishioners, the parish has made 
great strides over the past 17 years. The parish has a number of thriving groups and associations, like, 
Bronx Soldiers, Jesus Youth, Catholic Women’s Association (CWA), Society of Franciscan Order (SFO), So-
ciety of St. Vincent De Paul (SVDP), Mission League (CML), Syro Malabar Catholic Congress (SMCC) and 
Syro girls. In addition, every parishioner belongs to one of the seven wards with Bible classes conducted in 
all wards - a staple for faith formation within the church. 

Over the years the parishioners of STSMCC Bronx, have been fortunate to come together for many 
events and occasions. To highlight a few – 10th Anniversary (2012), Elevation to Forane status 2014), Fr. 
Xavier Khan Vattayil Bible Convention and Charismatic Retreat (2017), Ordination of Fr. Kevin Mundackal 
(2018)

Compiled and Edited By: Rev. Fr. Jos Kandathikudy, Anil Chacko and Jacob Joseph

Vicar Rev. Fr. 
Jos Kandathikudy

Asst Vicar Rev Fr 
Royson Menolickal
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ST. MARY’S SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC CHURCH, LONG ISLAND, NY

2003 There were three different communities – (Floral Park, Elmont and Brooklyn) - in New York, 
during the 1980s and 1990s. It continued until 2003.

2004 A Common Parish with Fr. Anto Karot as its first Vicar on January 4, 2004 and St. Thomas 
the Apostle Chapel, West Hempstead as its common center of celebrations.

2009 On January 31, 2009 Fr. Ligory Johnson Philips was appointed as the new Vicar. 

2014 In July 2014, the community bought the current church building at 926 Round Swamp 
Road in Old Bethpage, NY

2015 Bishop Mar Jacob Angadiath consecrated the new refurbished Syro Malabar Church on 
March 28, 2015. 

2017 On February 4, 2017 Fr. John Melepuram was appointed as the new Vicar. 
The Parish has 490 Registered Families and 200+ non-registered Syro Malabar Families in 
and around the Parish. This is a full-fledged Syro Malabar Parish, having all regular activities 
and ministries. We are in the process of constructing a Multi-purpose Hall.

Our CCD School is having 280 Students and 45 Teachers.

Vicar. Rev. Fr. John 
Melepuram
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ST THOMAS SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC CHURCH, BOSTON, MA

ST. THOMAS SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC MISSION, HARTFORD, CT

Vicar : Rev. Fr. Antony 
Xavier Pullukattu

Mission Director: 
Rev Fr. Joseph 

Pullikattil

The St. Thomas Syro Malabar church in Boston, was formed by 
families connected through faith. His Excellency Mar Jacob An-
gadiath, Bishop of St.Thomas Syro Malabar Diocese of Chicago, 
officiated the inauguration of the mission in Boston on June 12, 
2004.

2004 was also when we started the CCD programs for our 
kids as well as setup 9 Family units to meet up regularly for 
prayer meetings. We also started having Baptism and First Holy 
Communion for our children. As the community grew, the needs 
and additional ministries were also initiated. The Youth Ministry, 
the Choir Ministry as well as a chapter of Jesus Youth and Syro 

Malabar Catholic Congress was also started.
A growing community also needed a place to call home. This was made possi-

ble with the active support of the Archdiocese of Boston which offered one of their 
suppressed churches for our use. Our current church was blessed again on 19 July 
2008. In 2009, we began to extend our mission beyond Boston, Massachusetts by 
holding monthly masses in Nashua, New Hampshire at St. Joseph Church and at 
LaSallate Shrine, Attleboro for Rhode Island Families.

The community in Boston is now 120 families strong and continuing to attract 
new families. Our youth and parishioners are very active in the local community with 
supporting local soup kitchens, encouraging kids and youths for ecumenical events.

We are a vibrant and welcoming faith community residing in the Hartford, CT area. 
Syro Malabar Diocese of Chicago recognized it as one of its Mission Church in 2001 
and appointed Fr. Thomas Puthiyidom as its first mission director and he started cel-
ebrating Mass once a month at the Church of Saint Helena in West Hartford. In May 
2011 Fr. Joseph Naduvilekutt was appointed as the full time director and he began 
celebrating Mass on all Sundays and started CCD.The mission continued its growth 
and journey with Fr. Francis Nambiaparambil from August 2013 to December 2014. 
Fr.Joseph Pullikattil was appointed as the Mission Director in February 2015. 

We have 75 registered families in 7 family prayer units. They gather in their re-
spective wards for prayer meetings 3 times a year and celebrate the feast of their 
patron saint at parish level. Every year we organize a number of special events such 
as the main parish feast, Mass and Stations of the Cross on Fridays in Lent, Holy Week liturgies, Annual 
retreat, Bible Quiz for CCD students, 10 days Rosary in October and First Friday Mass and Adoration. Be-
sides liturgical services, there are many socio-cultural activities like Onam, Christmas & New Year program, 
Annual Picnic etc., organized by the parishioners. About 65 students participate in the faith formation 
program. We also have a charity fund, Helping Angels” to support the people who are experiencing serious 
challenges in their lives.

To pursue its dream of acquiring a Church of its own our community formed a purchasing committee in 
2019 to raise funds to purchase the Church of Saint Helena in West Hartford of the Archdiocese of Hartford. 
We pray for God’s blessings in abundance upon our community on this project.

30 Echo Ln, West Hartford, CT 06107| www.Syro Malabarct.org
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OUR LADY OF HEALTH SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC FORANE CHURCH, CORAL SPRINGS, FL
We are a parish communi-
ty of Syro Malabar Catho-
lic faithful, started in 1984 
with six families. The orig-
inal community was regis-
tered in 1986 as ICA (India 
Catholic Association) as a 
mission within the Archdio-
cese of Miami with 60 fam-
ilies and Reverend Father 
James Parappally as the 
Mission Director. In 2002 
this Association had more 
than 300 Indian families 
from ass over South Florida

Under the leadership of 
Fr. James Parappally and 
the hard work of the Build-
ing Committee, a Baptist 
church in Coral Springs 
was purchased in July of 
2002 and was renamed 
as VelamkanniMatha (Our 
Lady of Health) Church. However, the church was still being used on rent by the 
same Baptist community, and the Catholic community was using the church to offer 
Masses on a monthly basis, and later on every Sunday, either in Syro Malabar or 
Latin Rite.

On December 6, 2003, this community was elevated as an independent Syro 
Malabar Parish and Reverend Father John Melepuram was appointed as its first Pas-
tor with 94 registered families. The Baptist community relocated in February 2004 
and the Church was given to the Syro Malabar community with full occupancy. The 
renovations began to shape it as a Catholic sanctuary including an Altar and a Bema. 
The final blessing took place on May 30, 2004, with the presence of the Archbishop 
of Miami His Excellency John Favalora and the Syro Malabar Bishop of Chicago His Excellency Mar Jacob 
Angadiath. Today, we are a full-fledged Syro Malabar Parish with daily Qurbana in both malayalam and Eng-
lish, Sunday CCD program for Pre-K to high school, adult and youth choirs, ICA, SMCC, Mathrusangam, 
society of St. Vincent DePaul, Youth, altar servers ministry, Mission League, etc. This parish is the only 
Syro Malabar Parish in North America which has a convent with four active SABS sisters ministering to the 
community Currently, We have 400 registered families and some unregistered families as well. Our parish 
extends from Miami Dade to West Palm Counties, spanning 120 miles. So, we have branched our families 
into 12 family units, each of which comes together for monthly meetings. We also have monthly fellowship 
gatherings for the youth. We celebrate our parish feast on September 8th in honor of Our Lady of Health, as 
well as a feast in honor of the first saint of India, St. Alphonsa, on the last Sunday of every July.

We, as a parish community, are joyful and thankful to the Lord for sustaining us and giving us a sanctu-
ary to worship Him who is the Giver of all things

Vicar Rev. Fr. Johnsty 
Thachara
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ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SYRO MALABAR 
CATHOLIC FORANE CHURCH DALLAS, TEXAS

Forane Vicar
Very. Rev. Fr. George 

Elambasseril, 

A Church, that at the 
very first sight, re-
minds you of your 
Syro Malabar roots. 
A community that is 
united in the liturgi-
cal formation of their 
Mother Church. A 
parish that in many 
senses, is the “Thara-
vadu” for many other 
faithful communities. 
That is St. Thomas 
the Apostle Syro Ma-
labar Catholic Forane 
Church, Dallas in 
Garland, Texas. The 
St. Thomas Commu-
nity, in many ways, 
is blessed to be the 
pioneer and role model of faith formation for the migrant Syro Malabar faithful. It is 
the first ever Syro Malabar Parish outside India. All these began from the desire and 
passion of a group of faithful who were settled around Dallas in the late 1970’s. The 
Indian Catholic community came together to bring Rev. Fr. Joseph Kallidanthyil to 
celebrate the Holy Qurbana for them once in a month. 

The founding members then formed a fraternity of like-minded people to ap-
proach the Bishop of Dallas and Syro Malabar hierarchy in Kerala to explore the 
possibility of obtaining a priest to meet the spiritual needs of the people. In response 
Fr. Jacob Angadiath a priest from the Eparchy of Pala, who went on to become our 
first Bishop, was sent to this community in 1984. Under the efforts of Fr. Jacob who 
served as the spiritual leader here for almost 15 years St. Thomas Indian Catholic Community was formed 
accommodating all the Kerala Catholic migrants in the area.

In 1990 the community came together and purchased an existing Baptist Church and renovated it 1992 
to the liturgical traditions of Syro Malabar Church. On July 25th, 1992 Mar Joseph Powathil, then Archbish-
op of Changanacherry Arch Eparchy consecrated the newly remodeled church. This church of ours also 
became the very first Syro Malabar Church outside India to be procured exclusively with the contribution 
of the faithful. With the help of Fr. Zacharias and Fr. Sebastian, various committees that worked tirelessly 
and with the prayers and support of the whole community the beautiful new church you see today was 
completed by the end of 2011. 

Over the years, under the guidance and leadership of Bishop Mar Jacob Angadiath, Fr. John Meleppu-
ram, Fr. Zacharias Thottuvelil, Fr. Sebastian Kaniampadickal, Fr. Kurian Neduvelichalumkal and our Parish 
Priest now Fr. George Elamabsseril, our community grew in faith, worship and love. Our Parish supports 
many ministries including CCD, Mathru Jyothi, Vincent De Paul, Mission League, Prayer Ministry, Senior 
Ministry, Young Men Ministry, Young Women Ministry, Youth Ministry, Safe Environment, Bible Study Minis-
try, Pastrol Council, Theology of Body, Choir/Youth Choir Ministry, SMCC Ministry and Eucharistic Ministry. 
The Church community is currently focused on building an activity center namely San Thome Life Center, 
envisioned to cater the needs of youth and young adults.
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ST. ALPHONSA SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC CHURCH, COPPEL, TX

St Alphonsa Syro Malabar Catholic Church, one of the largest in the Texas region with 
500+ children attending the CCD classes every Sunday, had its humble beginnings 
in the year 2007 with monthly Holy Eucharist as an outstation of St. Thomas Church 
Garland. Initially, the Holy Eucharist was celebrated at St. Anne’s Church, Coppell, 
by Fr. Zacharias Thottuvelil. Later in September 2008, the Eucharistic celebrations 
relocated to Christ our Savior Lutheran Church located at 140 S. Heartz Rd, Coppell. 
The Syro Malabar diocese of Chicago approved this as the Syro Malabar Catholic 
Mission DFW and appointed Fr. Saji Chakkittmuriyil as the first Director. After being 
elevated to the status of a mission, the community moved to a larger leased facility in 
Farmers branch, Texas. Eventually, in 2009, the community was blessed to have its 
own Church located at 200 S. Heartz Road, Coppell. 

St. Alphonsa Church Coppell, was temporarily blessed by the then Director, Rev.Fr. Saji Chakkittamuriyil, 
on Oct. 12, 2009, which coincided with the canonization of St. Alphonsa – our patroness.  In the month of 
March 2010, the mission was erected as a Parish and the Church was consecrated by His Excellency Mar 
Jacob Angadiath, the Bishop of Syro Malabar Catholic Diocese of Chicago. Rev.Fr. Varghese Naikkampar-
ampil was appointed as the first Vicar of the parish.. Rev. Fr. Mathew Sasseril was the vicar of this parish 
from July 2011 until September 2012.  Rev. Fr. Johnsty Thachara took the helm of this growing community 
in October 2012. The Church was renovated and re-dedicated in the year 2014 by His Beatitude Mar George 
Cardinal Alencherry, the Major Archbishop of Syro Malabar Church. The community that is united and de-
termined to provide great service to the faithful is currently led by Rev. Fr. Jacob Christy Parambukattil since 
February 2019.

Vicar Rev. Fr
Jacob Christy
Parambukattil
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ST ALPHONSA SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC CHURCH, AUSTIN, TX

It was as early as in 2001 December 29, when the first Holy Mass in the Syro Malabar Rite was celebrated 
in Austin, by Fr. Paul Pudussery CSC at a house in Pflugerville, the history of the Syro Malabar Community 
in Austin, Texas started. The very next year, Malayalam Mass began to be celebrated once in a month at Do-
lores Catholic Church, Austin. All the important events like Christmas, Easter, Onam 
and Parish Picnics were celebrated with enthusiasm. In 2004, Fr. Prince Kuruvila 
took over as the spiritual director of this growing community. On 2008 December 7, 
The St. Alphonsa Catholic Mission Austin was officially established by Bishop Jacob 
Angadiath. In 2010 December, we started celebrating Holy Mass twice a month. In 
2011, Fr. Jose Varickamackal was appointed as the mission director. In the same 
year, the location of worship was moved to Our Lady of Maronite Catholic Church 
Austin. In 2012 September, CCD Classes started. The number of families grew up to 
58 and Holy Mass stared to be celebrated on every Sunday. In July 2013 Fr. Dominic 
Perunilam was appointed as the first full time director of the Mission. In 2014 May, 
we moved to St. Elizabeth of Hungary Church Pfulgerville for a short term,at the 
same time searching for a permanent location. We bought The Divine Mercy Prayer 
Group’s Retreat Center in Austin, Bishop Jacob Angadiath blessed and dedicated the 
new church on November 8, 2014 and declared it as the 34th Parish of our Diocese. 
Fr. Dominic Perunilam was appointed as the first vicar of the parish. A used mobile 
school of 8500 square feet, donated by St. Helens Catholic Church Georgetown was 
brought into our property and set up for CCD classes and social hours. This St, 
Mary’s Parish Center was blessed and set up for the use on March 25, 2018.

As of now, we have 120 registered families with 120 CCD Students and 30 teach-
ers. Our four family units have regular prayer meetings. Two Adult Choirs and one 
Children Choir lead the music ministry in our parish. SAYA is our active Youth group. 
The Women’s group is also very active. We are planning to add an English Mass to 
the regular Malayalam Mass on Sundays, besides the weekly Masses on Tuesdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays.  

Trustees

Manesh Antony   

Mathew Lawrence

Vicar: Rev. Fr.
Dominic Perunilam
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ST JOSEPHS SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC FORANE CHURCH, HOUSTON, TX

The Syro Malabar Catholics in Houston, Texas formed the St. Thomas Kerala Catholic Community to formal-
ize their commitment to each other and the faith. The community eventually purchased 1622 Staffordshire 
St., Stafford City and created the St. Thomas Community Center, where Qurbana and catechism were con-
ducted for many years. The Center was dedicated on October 1, 1995 and few priests from different part of 
Texas offered Holy Qurbana for the community. In 1999, Rev. Fr. Antony Nirappel was delegated from India 
to serve the Syro Malabar Catholics in Houston. After Fr. Antony returned to India, Rev. Fr. Ligory Johnson 
Philip took in charge in April 2001 and served as a full-time mission priest. In 2002, upon founding of the St. 
Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic Diocese under the leadership of Bishop Mar Jacob Angadiath, the mission 
successfully purchased the property at 211 Present Street, Missouri City. After renovation, St. Joseph Syro 
Malabar Catholic Church was consecrated on Oct. 18, 2003 and Fr. Ligory Johnson Philips Kattikaran was 
appointed as the First Vicar of the newly named parish. Under his leadership, the church saw a tremendous 
growth.

In 2009 Rev. Fr. Jacob Christy Parambukattil became the vicar and he helped to introduce and standard-
ize the Syro Malbar Liturgy in English, for the upcoming generations of Syro Malabar Catholics. Fr. Christy 
was followed by Fr. Zacharias Thottuvelil in 2013 & assistant vicar Fr. Wilson Antony Kandankery. It was 
during this time that St. Joseph was elevated to the status of a Forane Catholic Church under the Syro Ma-
labar Chicago Diocese. Fr. Zacharias was followed by Fr. Kurian Neduvelichalumkal in 2015, and Assistant 
vicars Fr. Stephen Kanipallil,   Fr. Siby Sebastian and Fr. Rajeev Valiyaveetil

As the community grew in number and a need arose, new missions were established for the Syro 
Malabar Catholics in the Pearland, Clearlake, and North Houston areas of Texas, in 2011. The mission in 
Pearland eventually grew into its own parish- St Mary’s Syro Malabar Catholic Church in Pearland,     St. 
Joseph Syro Malabar Catholic Forane parish, currently has more than 650 families.

 Multiple ministries and initiatives have grown under the umbrella of the parish. St. Joseph’s Continuing 
Christian Education Program has around 650 registered students. Other  ministries and initiatives include 
the Cherupushpa Mission League (CML) for young children, the St. Joseph Young Adult League (S.J.Y.A.L.) 
for youth, S.T.A.F.F. for the Young Adults/Young Professionals, the San Jose Ladies forum, SMCC, Ave 
Maria  and Ward Prayer Groups, Jesus Youth, St. Joseph Charity Clinic, the Altar Servers guild, Trustees/
Kaikarans, Parish and Pastoral Councils.

Vicar: Rev Fr. Kurian
Neduvelichalumkal

Asst. Vicar: 
Rev. Fr. Rajeev 

Valiyaveetil



Best Compliments From

204

ST MARY’S SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC CHURCH, PEARLAND, TX
“The Mighty One has 
done great things for 
me”, said Blessed Virgin 
Mary, and this is true of 
St. Mary’s Syro Malabar 
Catholic Church Pearland, 
Texas. With sixty families 
recognized as a Holy Mass 
Center on November 10, 
2010 by H.E. Mar Jacob 
Angadiath, we grew fast 
under God’s mighty hands 
as a Parish. Rev Fr Christy 
Prambukattil as the Pastor 
of St Joseph Syro Malabar Catholic Church Houston realized the spiritual need of the faithful 
for a separate facility around Pearland region with the three existing prayer groups namely 
Pearland, Clearlake and Pasadena. Later in June 30, 2011 in the General Body meeting Shadow 
Creek, Sunrise, and Ashley Pointe were created. The Holy Mass Centre was raised to the level 
of St. Mary’s Syro Malabar Catholic Mission Pearland on 11/06/2011. The Holy Qurbana and 
CCD programs were conducted in rented facilities around. 

For the purpose of the construction of the Church 9.60 acres of land was purchased in 
Pearland near O’ Day road in 2012. There after a building committee was constituted and 
initiated remote preparations for construction with George Kanyakonil and later Shaji Thomas 
as coordinators. Sibi Mundackal and Siby Jacob were selected as trustees for the first time in 
the year 2013-2014, and fundraising programs like car raffle for a new church building progressed. Rev Fr Zacharias 
Thottuvelil took charge as the Vicar in 2014 and there was a new life for the Mission and developmental activities 
progressed under his able leadership. Siby Jacob, Jacob Thomas, Tennyson Mathew and Jimy Kumbattu were 
selected as trustees for the year 2015-16. Mar Jacob Angadiath laid the foundation stone for the church building in 
Pearland when Rev Fr Wilson Antony was Associate Vicar on April 11, 2015. Rev Fr Kurian Neduvelichalumkal became 
the Vicar in June 2015 and gave effective leadership for the construction works and church building was completed 
soon. His Excellency Mar Jacob Angadiath in the presence of Auxiliary Bishop Mar Joy Alappat consecrated the 
church and created the Parish on May 29, 2016. Rev Fr Antony Xavier Pullukattu was appointed as the first full 
time Vicar on June 26, 2016 who materialized the dream of purchasing a Rectory near the church in the same year. 
Abhilash Francis, James Gregory, Fleming George and Tony Philip took charge as trustees for the year 2017-2018. 
Rev Fr Ruban J Thannickal was appointed as the Vicar in February 05, 2017. Sibi Mundackal, Sunny Kalathoor, Joshy 
Varghese and Sunny Joseph took charge as trustees for the year 2019-2020. 

St Mary’s Syro Malabar Church, Pearland, has 139 registered families, 236 CCE children and a committed and 
active team of CCE Teachers, with Philip George as the coordinator. The parents, youth and the children have various 
activities to grow in faith including sports and games. In 2017 we conducted Inter Parish Talent Festival (IPTF-2017) 
for Texas and Oklahoma region. 

Pious Organizations like SMCC, Ladies’ Forum, Youth, Mission League, and Altar Boys’ Association are very 
active in the parish. The presence and support of MSMI Sisters especially Sr Agnes Maria is very helpful in our 
faith formation. There are seven Prayer Groups in the Parish and each group gather in a house to pray once in every 
month. Apart from prayer various activities like, Christmas, Onam, Birthday and wedding anniversary celebrations 
make prayer groups livelier. 

Holy Qurbana as the center of Christian life is celebrated from Tuesday through Sunday and it is made very 
active and solemn by the support from English and Malayalam choir. On every First and Second Fridays and on all 
the Saturdays there is one-hour adoration. Opportunity for confession is arranged everyday before and after the 
Holy Qurbana. The Church as the Mystical Body of Christ is growing each day in faith and unity under the strong 
providence of God and maternal care of Blessed Virgin Mary, the Patroness of our Parish.

Vicar: Fr Ruban J 
Thannickal
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DIVINE MERCY SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC CHURCH, EDINBURG, TX

Divine Mercy Syro Malabar Catholic Church in Edinburg was declared the 25th Parish 
of the St. Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic Diocese of Chicago in 2011. 2005 and 2006 
marked an influx of immigrants from India to the Rio Grande Valley in Texas. During 
this period, around 20 Syro Malabar Catholic families migrated in this region from 
various parts of the USA and India. They periodically attended the ecumenical prayer 
meeting of the Malayalees of the place. Soon, the Valley Indian Catholic Prayer Group 
was formed and began their own gatherings in individual homes. In 2006, Monsignor 
Luis Brum, the vicar of Holy Spirit Catholic Church in McAllen, provided the Church 
facilities for Holy Qurbana and CCD classes for the children.

Reverend Father Cyriac John from the Diocese of Corpus Christi helped the community by periodically 
celebrating the Holy Qurbana. The Community was declared a Mission on April 15th, 2007, and Father Cyr-
iac was appointed Pastor of the Mission. On December 20th, 2007, the community purchased a property 
and converted it into a temporary church. Sunday Holy Mass began to be celebrated on a regular basis in 
this house. While we were planning to build a church here, a Presbyterian Church and facilities became 
available for purchase, we bought it in 2011. 

Most Reverend Bishop Jacob Angadiath consecrated this church and declared this church community 
a Parish on May 15h, 2011. Father Cyriac was appointed the first Pastor of this new Parish. Weekend 
and days of obligation masses were celebrated and regular CCD was conducted on Sundays. The church 
facilities were repaired and made usable for CCD classes. A small temporary stage was built on a small 
cemented open space, and some rooms were furnished for a guest room.

On June 2nd, 2013, Reverend Father Raphael Ambadan was appointed as the first resident Pastor. Dur-
ing his tenure, a beautiful lawn, a gathering place, and a parish hall with a gym was built. On Feb 4th, 2016, 
Reverend Fr. Wilson Antony took charge as the second resident Pastor. On May 15th, 2016, we celebrated 
the completion of five years as a Parish Community. During Fr. Wilson’s tenure, the Divine Mercy Communi-
ty built a Rectory, and it was blessed by Reverend Bishop Jacob Angadiath on Feb 11th, 2018.The strength 
of our Parish Community is the 76 families and its 220 members. The Parish’s success lies solely on God’s 
blessings for the unity, dedication, and generosity of the members.

Compiled and Edited by Mr. Joseph Biju

Vicar: Rev. Fr. 
Mathew Punchayil
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ST THOMAS SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC FORANE CHURCH, PHILADELPHIA, PA

	Two parish Missions
	Twelve Family units and 
 four hundred plus Families
	Holy Qurbana in Malayalam and 
 English on Sunday
	Holy Qurbana and Novenas on 
 weekdays
	More than 250 students in CCD
	Parish Feast - Dukhrana 
 Thirunnal in July
	Six parish Organizations
	Rosary month celebration and 
 candlelit procession
	Marian Consecration
	Lumen vitae-Haiti Mission 
 support

Parish Time-line 1983-2019
1983 Establishment of Indian Catholic Mission
1999 First Syro Malabar Catholic Convention
2003 Rev. Fr. Jacob Christy Assumes charge as Mission Director
2005 Consecration and dedication of St. Thomas Parish
2006 First Anniversary Souvenir
2009 Rev. Fr. John Melepuram Assumes charge as Vicar
2012 Parish History and Family photo souvenir
2013 Rev. Fr. augustine Palackaparambil assumes charge as Vicar
2014 Parish purchases Rectory
2014 Rev. Fr. Johnykutty Pulessery assumes charge as Vicar
2014 Parish elevated as a Forane church
2017 Rev. Fr. Vinod Madathiparambil assumes charge as Vicar
2017 Consecration of the newly renovated Church
2018 Shrine of the Virgin Mary and St. Joseph
2018 Parish picture Directory published
2019 Roof Replacement Project

Parish Highlights

Binu PaulVicar Rev. Fr. Vinod 
Madathiparambil

Saji Sebastian

Paulachan.K.Vareed

George.V. George

Trustees
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ST. ALPHONSA SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC CHURCH, BALTIMORE, MD

The community of 50 families in Baltimore and surrounding areas was raised as a Mis-
sion on April 15, 2004. His Excellency Mar Jacob Angadiath appointed Rev. Dr. George 
Kallampally as the first Director of Syro Malabar Catholic Mission of Baltimore.  Rev. 
Dr. George Kallampally provided spiritual guidance and leadership through November 
2005.  Prior to becoming a Mission, Rev. Fr. Mathew Mainankerry provided spiritual 
guidance and leadership for the Syro Malabar Catholic faithful in and around Baltimore.  

The appointment of Fr. James Nirappel, in December 2005, as the Mission Director 
was a turning point for the Syro Malabar faithful in Baltimore.  Under his leadership and 
guidance the mission started Holy Qurbana on Sundays and Sunday School classes 
for children were started. The community met regularly at St. Gabriel Catholic Church, which was rented for 
weekly Sunday Holy Qurbana, Sunday School and other spiritual needs. In September 2013, the commu-
nity purchased a church building, a rectory and 3.5 acres of land in Halethorpe, MD. The consecration and 
dedication of the church building was held on July 26, 2014 by His Excellency Bishop Mar Jacob Angadiath; 
and was proclaimed as the 33rd parish within the Diocese. Rev. Fr. James Nirappel was the first Vicar. 

 On February 2016, Rev. Fr. James Nirappel was transferred to St. Thomas Syro Malabar Forane Church, 
Santa Ana, California as its Vicar. Rev. Fr. Johunus Cheruniath V.C. was assigned as the temporary Vicar 
through April 16, 2016. Rev. Fr. Seby Chittilappilly was appointed as the Vicar on April 17, 2016. After Rev. 
Fr. Seby Chittilappilly went back to his home Diocese in India on February 2019, Rev. Fr. Wilson Antony 
Kandenkary was appointed as the Vicar on February 3, 2019. 

On June 29, 2019 Melvin Paul Mangalath of the parish was ordained as a Deacon and, God willing, will 
be ordained as a priest on May 30, 2020.  At present, there are more than 140 registered families in the par-
ish. Parish currently have daily Holy Qurbana, English and Malyalam Holy Qurbana on Sundays, including 
Adoration; conducts and convened several retreats, spiritual renewal seminars; organizations/ministries for 
youth and women, Jesus youth, adult choir, Angels choir and Cherupushpa Mission League for children. 
Parish presently conducts a vibrant Adult Catechism with more than 45 adults as part of a two-year Did 
ache Diploma Course. The Sunday School currently have classes from Pre-K through 12th grade with more 
than 120 children and a Malayalam School with more than 50 children

Compiled and Edited by Rev. Fr. Wilson Antony & Mr. Tison Thomas

Vicar Rev Fr. 
Wilson Antony   

Kandenkary
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ST JUDE SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC CHURCH, HAMMONTON, NJ

Vicar: Rev Fr.Stephen 
Kannippillil

South Jersey Indian Catholic Community was established in December 1999 with thir-
ty-five Kerala Catholic Christian families living in the southern New Jersey. In the initial 
days, the community members gathered for Holy Mass, once in a month at a local 
church. Until June 2011, Rev. Fr. Joseph Panthackal VC led the community as spiritual 
director. In addition to the monthly Holy Masses, the community celebrated Christ-
mas with Caroling, Easter and the Feast of St. Thomas, arranged pilgrimage to Holy 
shrines as well as picnic trips a couple of times during the year, summer Picnic and 
monthly family gatherings of Little Flower Mission League (LFML), in which children 
and parents would spend time for prayers, Bible study, Malayalam study etc. Jesus 
Youth prayer group for youth and adult’s prayer groups were also active in the community, which organized 
weekly prayer gatherings at one of the member houses. During this time the community was greatly bless-
ed with the presence and ministry of Rev. Fr. Jose Manjakkunnel, who also led the community as spiritual 
director for a year during 2003-2004. 

In June 2011, Rev. Fr. John Melepuram was appointed as the Spiritual Director of South Jersey Indian 
Catholic Community and on October 03, 2011, the community was declared as St. Jude Indian Catholic 
Mission of South Jersey. The Mission grew very quickly with Holy Qurbana, CCD, and Malayalam school 
every Sunday. The traditional events such as Thirunal, Christmas and Easter Celebrations, Caroling and 
Picnic continued with more participation. LFML and Jesus Youth played even stronger roles in nurturing the 
faith and fellowship of the community. Vanakkamasam in May, Rosary in October and the ‘Way of the Cross’ 
during Lent season and the monthly night vigil, showed the depth of the community’s faith and traditions.      

The purchase of the church and rectory property was completed on March 28, 2016 and on June 18, 
2016, the renovated church was consecrated. On the same day the mission was raised to the status of a 
parish and Rev. Fr. John Melepuram was appointed as the vicar. In February2017 Rev. Fr. Stephen Kanippillil, 
MCBS was appointed as the new vicar. Our parish has been thriving under the strong 
leadership of Fr. Stephen with additional initiatives such as weekdays Holy Qurbana, 
monthly Holy Qurbana in English for youth and children, special youth mass, youth 
choir, youth participation in parish council and CCD program, altar serving program 
for children, first Friday night vigil, St. Jude Novena on Fridays, 13 hour Eucharistic 
adoration etc...

 Compiled and edited by Josemon Abraham  



Best Compliments From

209

ST JUDE SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC CHURCH, NORTH VIRGINIA, VA

St Jude Syro Malabar Catholic Church of Northern Virginia is the largest Syro Malabar 
community in Virginia, Maryland, and Washington D.C. capital region and more than 
200 families belong to this parish. The long-term desire of having a very “own dream 
church” of the community has been fulfilled recently by procuring a new Church fa-
cility and Parish Center in Lafayette Center Drive, Chantilly which is only 3 miles from 
Washington Dulles (IAD) International Airport. The new Church facility with 23,000 
square feet area which includes Church with beautiful altar, meeting hall, youth hall, 
Blessed Mother’s grotto, music room, catechism classes, and office rooms have 
been consecrated on February 16, 2019 by Mar Jacob Angadiath, Hon. Bishop of St 
Thomas Syro Malabar Diocese of Chicago. With the consecration, Hon. Bishop declared the formation of 
a new Parish and appointment of Rev. Fr. Justin Puthussery as the new Vicar. 

It was in 2006 Syro Malabar church started celebrating Holy Qurbana in their own rite and Malayalam 
language once a month in the Northern Virginia area. Weekly Holy Qurbana and Catechism classes for chil-
dren have been started in July 2010. Rev. Fr. Mathew Punchayil, Director of the Greater Washington Syro 
Malabar Mission had been leading the community during that period. St Jude Syro Malabar Catholic Mis-
sion of Northern Virginia was raised as an independent Mission in July 2011, and Rev. Fr. Joseph Elampara 
was appointed as the first Mission Director. In April 2012, Rev. Fr. TijoMullakara was appointed as the full-
time Director for St. Jude Syro Malabar Mission and he served for more than 3 years for the community.  
Rev. Fr.  Justin Puthussery has been serving and leading the community from September 2015. 

St Jude parish has regular Catechism Classes, Malayalam Classes, Kids and Adults Music Ministry, 
Women’s Group, Youth Group, Legion of Mary, and Knights of Columbus. It is a vibrant and growing com-
munity with more than 180 children attending the Catechism classes every Sunday. 

Vicar Rev. Fr. 
Justin Puthuserry
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ST THOMAS SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC FORANE CHURCH, SANTA ANA, CA

In 1993, a charismatic retreat conducted by Rev. Fr. Mathw Naikomparapil and team 
made a dramatic change to the spirituality of Southern California Catholic Malayalee 
communities. They were inspired to conduct prayer meetings on a regular basis and 
initiated charitable efforts to support the needy and the poor.

In May 1998, few Malayalee Catholics from this region organized an official group 
to promote Christian values and religious education to their children and especially 
to have Holy Qurbana in their own language. This small community started a formal 
parish under the leadership of Rev. Dr. Jacob Kattackal at St. Martin De Pores Church 
at Yoruba Linda, California on April 8, 2001. The venue shifted to a small chapel at St. 
Catherine military academy in Anaheim later on Easter Sunday of 2001 Through August of 2002.

As our Malayalee Catholic community in Orange County grew rapidly, one of the greatest desires of this 
community was to have their own church to conduct services. Their prayers were answered  in August 
2002, the first Qurban in Malayalam was celebrated at this new Fullerton church. On September 15, 2002, 
the first St. Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic Church in California was solemnly blessed by our new bishop 
Mar Jacob Angadiath. This was one of the first organized parishes of St. Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic 
Diocese of Chicago.

As the number of families grew, a larger church was needed and the community came together to buy 
the present church in Santa Ana, California by mid August 2006. Bishop Todd Brown, of the Orange Catholic 
diocese, encouraged and supported us with love and the financial assistance. It was a big blessing for our 
growing Syro Malabar community. The church building was later repaired and refurbished with new altar.

In May 2014, our church was elevated to the status of Forane church in the diocese. Currently we have 
125 registered families and has may religious organizations like St. Vincent De Paul Society, Syro Malabar 
Catholic Congress of North America (SMCC), Legion of Mary, Franciscan Third order, Cherupushpa Mission 
League, Music Ministry and a growing & vibrant Youth group.

We are extremely grateful to all our former Vicars Rev. Dr. Jacob Kattackal, Fr. Augustine Palackaparampil, 
Fr. Emmanuel Madukkakuzhi and Fr. James Nirappel who served this community with selfless compassion 
and spiritual leadership. We are also blessed to have Fr. Mathews Munjanattu as our current vicar. We are 
proud of our two seminarians Br. Joby Joseph and Br. Joshua Abraham studying for the priesthood... As 
one of the most vibrant parishes in the diocese, the Santa Ana Forane Church is looking forward to a spirit 
filled successful future serving The Lord and the diocese of Chicago!

5021 16th St, Santa Ana, CA 92703  www.stthomasSyro Malabarca.org Phone: 714 530 2900

Vicar: Fr. Mathews 
Munjanattu
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ST THOMAS SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC CHURCH SAN FRANCISCO, CA

The seeds of St. Thomas Syro Malabar church (SFO) were sown back in 2001 when 
Fr. Jimmy Thottapally celebrated Syro Malabar rite Holy Qurbana for a small group of 
20 families. As the community grew stronger, on September 2, 2007, Bishop Mar. 
Jacob Angadiath elevated us to a mission and appointed Rev. Fr. Kurian Neduvelicha-
lumkal as our first full-time Mission Director. Since then, the mission has been growing 
by leaps and bounds. 

By the grace of our Almighty God, we bought our Church property in 2009. Bishop 
Mar Jacob Angadiath consecrated our church and elevated us to a parish on Decem-
ber 19, 2009. By this time, we had 308 parish households and 931 members. Soon 
we started weekday Holy Qurbana, first Friday Adoration, ward prayer meetings, annual retreats, Ettu Nom-
pu, Stations of the cross on Fridays during Lent and youth retreats to name a few. Various ministries were 
established to help run the church functions smoothly. In addition to the ministries that focus on the forma-
tion and spiritual growth of our parishioners, our church has special ministries that do outreach programs 
to help the less fortunate brothers and sisters in the San Francisco Bay Area as well as in India. 

In this year of 2019, we will be celebrating our 10th Anniversary with yearlong programs under the guid-
ance of our current Vicar Rev. Fr. George Ettuparayil. In the span of 10 years as a parish we have grown to 
613 active parish households and 1,812 active members. As a special 10th Anniversary gift, Our Lord has 
graced with us our own rectory. 

During the past 10 years, our Faith formation program steadily progressed. We currently have 325 stu-
dents and 40 Teachers. When we bought the Church property back in 2009, we took over a pre-school. Our 
School is honored to become the first catholic school under St. Thomas Syro Malabar Diocese of Chicago. 
From a dilapidated condition back then, it has transformed to be a beautiful, efficient, 
thriving and profitable school, running at maximum capacity most of the time.

We thank God for guiding us under the able leadership of Fr. Jimmy Thottapally 
(Founding Director : 2001 – 2007), Fr. Kurian Neduvelichalumkal (Vicar: Aug 2007 – 
Dec. 2013), Fr. Sebastian Kaniampadickal (Vicar : Dec 2013 - Jul 2014), Fr. Roy Jacob 
Kalayil (Vicar Jul 2014 - Jul 2015), Fr. Mathews K Munjanath (Vicar : Aug 2015 - Jul 
2018) and Fr. George Ettuparayil (Vicar: Jul 2018 - Current)

 Compiled and Edited By:Paul Cyriac Ackarakalam

Vicar: Rev Fr. George 
Ettuparayil
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INFANT JESUS SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC CHURCH, SACRAMENTO, CA

Sacramento, named for Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, is the capital of California and America’s most 
diverse and fastest growing city. The presence of Syro Malabar community in Sacramento region began in 
the year 1988-89, as some of them moved from San Francisco, Bay

Area to Sacramento, in search of better opportunities. As the community grew gradually in its strength, 
the members relied on the unconditional services rendered by Keralite priests working in the diocese of 
Sacramento, for their spiritual needs. The bishop of the local diocese took initiative to recognize the ardent 
faith and ethnic background of the Indian Catholic Community. By the year 2005, the community noticed 
a drastic growth in the presence of its members, in and around the greater Sacramento region. In the year 
2009, Infant Jesus Mission was officially inaugurated by His Excellency Mar Jacob Angadiath, Bishop of 
Chicago diocese. Fr. Kurian Naduvelichalumkal, of St. Thomas Syro Malabar Church, Milpitas, was appoint-
ed as its first director.

Searching for a facility to hold regular services in Syro Malabar rite, the diocese of Sacramento was gra-
cious to let us use St. Peter’s church facility. In December 2010, Fr. Johnykutty Pulissery was appointed as 
its first resident director of the Mission. With his vast pastoral experience, he began to form the community 
in faith and greater unity. With the intention of having a Church of our own, Fr. Johnykutty, with the help of 
trustees, parish council and building committee, started various fundraising programs and initiatives. On 
8th February 2014, the Mission received Fr. Sibi Kurian VC, as its new director. As the community grew in 
number, the need for a Church became inevitable and he continued the efforts to find a church of our own. 
Towards the end of 2016, Fr. Sibi Kurian with a team met the bishop of Sacramento seeking financial as-
sistance who then showed willingness to offer St. Peter’s Church for a value, our community could afford. 

Thus 2nd December 2017, became a memorable day in the history of Syro Malabar community of Sac-
ramento, rededicating St. Peter’s Church to Infant Jesus Syro Malabar Catholic Church, in the presence of 
Bishops, priests, guests, benefactors and parishioners. On this auspicious day, His Excellency, Mar Jacob 
Angadiath declared Infant Jesus Syro Malabar Catholic Church, the 43 rd full-fledged parish of Syro Malabar 
diocese of Chicago.

In July 2018, the parish welcomed Fr. Jobi Joseph Chelakunnel MCBS, as its new vicar. Under his 
spiritual guidance and directives, the community is growing in all dimensions. We have currently 110 reg-
istered families and about 150 children attending catechism classes.

 Compiled and edited by Mr. Tom Pazhanilam

6200 McMahon Dr., Sacramento, CA 95824

Vicar Rev. Fr. Jobi Joseph 
Chelakunnel MCBS
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HOLY FAMILY SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC CHURCH, PHOENIX, AZ

Holy Family Syro Malabar Catholic Church, as we see today, is the outcome of the 
selfless service of a few devoted priests and the determination of the faithful. Scat-
tered all over Arizona, the Malayalee Catholics in Phoenix were not organized until 
2005.. Initially they started a prayer group consisting of 10 families under the spiritual 
direction of Fr.Augustine Kattady.In 2005-2006 there was an influx of Syro Malabar 
Catholics to Phoenix and the leaders began to think of the options for Malayalam Holy 
Mass. With the gracious permission from the Bishop of Phoenix, Fr Andrew Kollonoor 
celebrated holy Mass in Syro Malabar rite once a month at Our Lady of Fatima Church, 
Phoenix. Fr. Joseph Pottamel too served the community for a short period.
Meanwhile, there raised a great demand from the community to make regular arrangements for the celebra-
tion of Holy mass and sacraments in the traditional Syro Malabar liturgy. In 2007 Bishop Mar Jacob Ang-
adiath, approved the community as Holy Family Syro Malabar Catholic Mission affiliated to the St.Thomas 
Syro Malabar Catholic Diocese of Chicago. Fr.Mathew Plathottom was appointed as the first director in 
charge of the community. His efforts in building up the Syro Malabar community in Phoenix were extremely 
remarkable. Convincing the members the relevance of Syro Malabar liturgy, he initiated catechism classes 
for children and setup a building fund for the construction of a new church.In November 2008 Chicago 
bishop appointed Fr.Mathew Munjanatt as the full time director of the Mission. As a fruit of his efforts. our 
own church was consecrated by Bishop Mar Jacob Angadiath, on November 2, 2013.On completion of the 
successful mission of building a vibrant catholic community, Fr. Munjanattu handed over the spiritual lantern 
to Rev Fr. George Etttuparayil (Sonyachen) in August 2015. On July 12th 2018 Rev Fr. James Nirappel took 
charge of vicar. Ever since his office as the vicar, Fr. James Nirappel is guiding us 
Our Sunday school is one of the best in Chicago Diocese, incorporating faith formation and cultural values. 
Various Catholic movements like Mission League, Thirubalasakhyam, Christeen, Jesus Youth, St.Vincent 
De Paul Society, and MathruVedi, are very dynamic in the parish. The worth mentioning theme is that all 
our social and charitable activities are focused on the spiritual wellbeing of the people. We dedicate our 
prayerful sacrifices and hard work to our next generations. We greatly appreciate the immense love and 
support from the Diocese of Chicago and Diocese of Phoenix to flourish our catholic community in Arizona.

Vicar: Rev Fr James 
Nirappel
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ST THOMAS SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC FORANE CHURCH, SOMERSET, NJ

St. Thomas Syr Malabr Catholic Forane Church in Somerset originated as a mission 
organized by 15 families in April 2000. Fr. Philip Vadakkekkara and Fr. Thomas Perunil-

am were the founding priests of this 
mission. From the humble begin-
nings in year 2000, with a monthly 
holy mass at Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church in Milltown, the communi-
ty moved to a rental church in East 
Millstone in Jan 2004 and started 
weekly holy mass, becoming the first parish in New Jer-
sey. In 2006, the small parish community of 50 families 
came together, pooled their resources and purchased the 
East Millstone Church and rectory buildings. The parish 
was officially consecrated in December 2006. 

Fr. Thomas Kadukappilly became the first Vicar of the 
new Parish. In 2014, the church was elevated to Forane 
status. Having outgrown their small church, the commu-
nity decided to build a larger one in the adjacent town 
of Somerset. The land was purchased in 2010. After 5 
Years of tireless efforts, we moved to the present church 
on July 2015. Today, under the guidance of Fr. Ligory 
Kattiakaran we are a community of 240 registered fam-
ilies including around 350 children in the faith formation 
program, a St. Jude chapel with first Class Relic, recre-
ation facility with indoor basketball court, a vibrant CML, 
an active SVDP and enthusiastic Youth, Marian Mothers 
& Joseph Fathers groups. 

Church recycling projects, Master’s in Theology pro-
gram and several other well -organized programs by 
pious organizations. In 2018, the church was blessed, 
to host the Sacrament of Priestly Ordination of Fr. Kevin 
Mundackal, the first priest from our diocese (established 
in 2001)

April 2000 | 15 Families | Miltown, NJ

January 2004 |50 Families | East Millstone, NJ

July 2015 | 240 Families | Somerset, NJ

Fr. Ligory Philips 
Kattiakaran
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BL. KUNJACHAN SYRO MALABAR CATHOLIC MISSION 
STATEN ISLAND, NY

The Syro Malabar families on Staten Island began 
to gather for monthly Malayalam masses under the 
spiritual leadership of late Rev. Fr. Seraphin Paramby 
CST in December 1987, and they began to function 
as a mission community in January 2007 when Rev. 
Fr. Joy Alappatt became the director.  Regular Sun-
day mass is celebrated at 4:30 PM at St. Joseph’s 
Church, 463 Tompkins Ave, Staten Island.

• Monthly Syro Malabar Mass started  – Dec 1987
• Reception for Mar Varkey Vithayathil  –May 1998
• Mission established  – May 2002
• Regular Sunday Mass started  – Apr 2007
• Mission Committee established  – July 2007
• Bulletin started  – July 2007
• Sunday School started  – Sept 2007
• Heavenly Patron named  – Dec 2007
• Dedication of Bl.  Kunjachan statue  – Sept 2008

• Parish Feast started  – Oct 2008
• Ecumenical Celebration hosted  – Dec 2009
• Family Units established – Apr 2010
• Northeast Regional SMCC 
 Family Conference hosted  – Oct 2010
• Send-off for Fr. Joy Alappatt  – Aug 2011
• Reception for  

Mar Joy Alappatt – Oct 2014
• Church Relocation – Aug 2015

Compiled and Edited By: Tom V. Thomas

Rev Fr. Soju Thekkineth
Mission director
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Dilip Verghese 
& Family

Best compliments from
our Platinum
Sponsor

Best compliments from
our Platinum
Sponsor
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Family
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Best 
Compliments

from 
Abraham 

Kaithakottil 
and family 

Best Compliments from 
Anney 

Mannancheril 
and Family 
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Best 
Compliments 

from 
Babu & 
Mercy 

Vennalil
Family
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Biju Augustine 

and Family 

Best 
Compliments from 

Bobby Thomas 
and Family
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PLEASE CONTACT FOR OUR NEXT GROUP TOURS TO:
HOLY LAND EUROPE ALASKA CHINA
WE ALSO ARRANGE ALL
SEASON CRUISE TO MEXICO
india tour packages in
all seasons  with best services
spec ial deals for kumarakam
house boat service

Villa is
Availabe for

Rent in 
Kottayam
(Near The 
Medical 
College)Babu Chacko

713-557-8271

info@avanttax.com | www.avanttax.com

(469) 320-9030 | (832) 500-4429

Tax Planning | Financial Planning | Estate Planning

DALLAS HOUSTON AUSTIN McALLEN

Tax Filing | Business Formation & Restructure
Healthcare Cost Reports & Business Valuation

Bookkeeping & Payroll | International Taxation
Insurance & Investment Services | NRI Services

5152 Village Creek Dr 
Plano, TX 75093

12808 W. Airport Blvd, Ste 324 
Sugar Land, TX  77478

9901 Brodie Ln, Ste 160-724 
Austin, TX 78748

5307 N. McColl Rd, Ste 2  
McAllen, TX 78504
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Compliments of   
ABLE  MORTGAGE 

 &  

NATIONAL  REALTY 
New Home Buyers can get up to 3% Commission 

With combined Real Estate and Mortgage Services 
MOVING TO HOUSTON ? 

WE CAN FIND & FINANCE YOUR HOME 

James J Oolut 
Mortgage & Real Estate Broker 

Emails: James@AbleHomeLoans.com  .. Joolut@NationalRealtyUS.com 
NMLS Company James Joseph Oolut, ID: 264912, NMLS MLO ID: 307384 

TX Real Estate Broker License #397210 

30 Years Real Estate & 
19 Years Mortgage in Texas 

281-242-8500 / 281-733-4242 
email: info@ablehomeloans.com  … web: www.ablehomeloans.com 

10101 S. W. Freeway Suite 405, Houston, TX  77074 
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Prayers and 
Best Wishes from 

Saji & Preethy 
Caren& Jeff  

Kurisummoottil 
St. Thomas Syro 
Malabar Church 
of San Francisco

The Magi were the Spiritual & Wise men of the east who folllowed the star in 
the sky, knowing that it told the birth of a special king in Bethlehem. We,  
Magi Pilgrimages, symbolice their traits in our offerings to the customer

SPECIALISED IN
PILGRIMAGES    LEISURE 

TOURS    HONEYMOON TOURS    
CORPORATE TRAVEL
MEDICAL TOURISM 

ADVENTURE TOURISM 
EDUCATIONAL TOURS  

WHY MAGI
PRODUCT KNOWHOW

EXPERIENCED CONSULTANTS    
CUSTOMER FIRST  
QUALITY SERVICES

GOVERNMENT RECOGONISED     
OWN OFFICES 

CUSTOMISED ITINERARIES
Worldwide 

Israel | USA | Australia| India
 Switzerland | Germany | UK

 Thailand | Bhutan
+1 914 645 9899

jaison@magiholidays.com
3 French Dr,  

Hillsborough, NJ
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Best Compliments from 
Siby Pothen PE, Susha Pothen, Dr. Mary Pothen, 

Melissa Pothen and Marilyn Pothen
Nediakalaparambil Family, Ashburn, VA

Best Compliments from 
Babu Varghes e – President & Staff of

w  w  w . a b t e c h e n g i n e e r i n g . c o m

10396 Sate Road 84, Suite 108.
Fort Lauder dale, FL 33324
Tel : 9544726050
Fax: 9544750007

BABU VARGHESE P. E
ASHA VARGHESE C. P. A
GEORGE, ANNMARIE, PAUL

Karerakattil Building
Green Park Avenue
Ayyanthole, Thrissur-680003
Tel: 91 487 236 1888



230

Si
lv
er
 S

po
ns
or

Si
lv
er
 S

po
ns
or

George (Vithayathil) Marangoly, Jr. 
Owner / Real Estate Broker 
Lincoln Realty Group 
23 Deerhaven Road, Lincoln, MA 01773 
781.922.2552 or 860.986.9014 
George@lrginvestments.com 

www.lrginvestments.com 

Over 14 years of experience specializing in  
residential and commercial real estate 

Whether you are a first-time home buyer, investor, looking to sell, or interested 
in knowing the value of your home, I will provide you with expert advice and 

the most reliable service to meet all of your real estate needs. 
Sales Specialists: 

Babu Punnose 
781.724.9360 | Babu@lrgnvestments.com 

Dennis Kuruvilla 
703.728.9950 | Dennis@lrginvestments.com 

Jig Patel 
516.761.4910 | Jig@lrginvestments.com 

Jeffin Varghese 
781.325.6141 | Jeffin@lrginvestments.com 

Alissia Apinian-Margios 
617.872.1840 | Alissia@lrginvestments.com 

Aneesh Bhambri 
617.529.6569 | Aneesh@lrginvestments.com 
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PROMPT REALTY
& mortgage.inc

Mathukutty J. Kariampally
Realtor (Residential/Commercial)

920 FM 1092 RD, # 205, 
Stafford, Texas 77477
Direct: 832 526 2517
Office: 832 735 5555
 Fax: 832 201 05015

Email: mjkrealtor@gmail.com
www.promtrealtyandmortgage.com

Best Wishes from
Jimmy Emmanuel and Family

Coral Springs
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Our 
Best 

Wishes
from

Abraham, Anita(daughter), Betsy & Abel (son) Augusthy
To Diocese 7th Syro Malabar National Convention, Houston TX
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JOSE MAKKANAL, Associate Broker 
    1735 N Brown Rd, Lawrenceville, GA 30043 

For all your Real Estate Needs 
 Call: 678-984-5576 

     Hundreds of Satisfied clients 
      25 years of Real Estate Experiences 

          My Goal is to Exceed your Expectations  
www.atlreohome.com 

Email:atlhomesales@gmail.com 
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COMPU TECH 
COMPUTERS, INC. 

Computer Training, Consulting, 
Software development, 

Net working And 
Testing Center. 

40-24 76th Street, 
Elmhurst, N Y 11373 

Ph: 718-565-6916 
Ph: 212-695-5455 

info@ezteck.com 
www.ezteck.com 

121 South 8th Street, 
New Hyde Park, N Y 11040 

516-358-4171, 516-850-6123

With Best Compliments From       
Mr. Paul Thomas

and Family
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Sebastian Maliakkal
Realtor Broker Associate

sebmaliakkal@yahoo.com

14090 S.W. Fwy, Ste #102
Sugar Land, TX 77478

License #0570299
sebastian.maliakkal@realmpro.com

Ph: 832 213 7087/ Fax: 281 377 7279
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NOW SERVING 
LAKE CHARLES AREA

North 
Location

7051 Southwest Freeway
Houston, TX USA 77074

140 Fallbrook Dr,
Houston, TX USA 77038 www.texasjasmine.com
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FUNERAL HOME / CEMETERY
CREMATORY

South Park Funeral Home
1310 North Main Street

Pearland, TX 77581

South Park Cemetery
1310 North Main Street

Pearland, TX 77581
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Savio Mathew
& Family 

Best Wishes from
Dr. Joseph Ipe

& Family
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Mathew Varkey
& Family

Best Wishes from
Jose Kunnel

& Family
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Best 
Compliments 

from 
Biju 

George
&

Family

Best 
Compliments 

from 
Babu 

Mathew
&

Family
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Best Wishes from
Joseph Valiaveedu

& Family

Gigi Olickan & Family

Best Compliments from
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George Kandankulam & Family

Best Compliments from
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&
Printing 
   Design 
Solutions

Call: Jose Chennikkara 
Ph: 773 842 9149

Email: chennikkara@gmail.com
Web: www.chennikkara.com

Nurturing a nascent idea
into a full grown reality

chennikkara printers
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SMNC 
2019

OFFICIAL
AUDIO
VSUAL

Convention and Conferences

Sound and light system

Biju Zacharia
Creative Director

Phone: 847 630 6462
E-mail: bijuzacharia@gmail.com

www.mediaeyes.tv
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Download the FREE SHALOM WORLD App
on your smartphone or tablet

This is the 
     High definition

Entertainment
Channel

that you 
have been
waiting for!

Watch great programs for the whole family at   www.ShalomWorld.org
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Selby Koduvathara Mathew, CRNA
CPR, ACLS, & PALS Instructor
 832 409 PLUS (7587)
 pulsepluscpr@gamil.com

www.pulsepluscpr.com

ON HWY 6,  ACROSS  FROM  RIVERSTONE
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Thomas Mathew ABR, GRI
Owner/Broker

Cell: 713 553 3700
832 640 2777

James Cheruvelil
Cell 281 687 4881

Sebeena Abraham
Cell: 832 914 7006

Komarickal Paulose (KK)
Cell: 281 967 5151

“Licensed
by the 
Texas 

Real Estate 
Commission”
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Y O U R  A I R L I N E  T R A V E L  P A R T N E R

12959 Jupiter Road Suite 100, Dallas, TX 75238
 sunny@sigmatravelplan.com

“SKY IS THE LIMIT FLY WITH SIGMA”

SIGMA TRAVEL & TOURS

214 221 3300 214 552 1411

WE ARRANGE BEST 
HOLYDAY PACKAGES 

TO ISRAEL & EUROPE

TO INDIA, ASIA – PACAFIC 
& EUROPE region

BEST AIR FARE DEALS 

OFFERING WE BEAT ANY 
ONLINE FARES

DALLAS - TEXAS AND NASHVILLE - TENNESSE

sigmatravelplan.com

 

SHOP AT HOME: HARDWOOD, LAMINATE, 
WATERPROOF FLOORING, WOOD TILE, MARBLE, TILE, CARPET.

TOTAL FLOORING SOLUTIONS FOR RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL AND HOSPITALITY NEEDS!!!
CALL US AT: 1 833 630 1019
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Spectacular TOURS 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

Fabulous 

Europe 

  AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND Stunnin
g 

March  26—April 9, 2020 

MALAYSIA, SINGAPORE & THAILAND 
Discover Amazing 

Holy Land 

3 Departures 

(Jordan, Israel, Palestine & 
Egypt) 

Oct 31-Nov 11, 2019 
Nov 02-Nov 13, 2019 
Dec 25 –Jan 05, 2020 

Sept 9 - 21, 2019 

 

Memorable 

South 
Africa 

Sept 2 - 14, 2019 

Best of 

Greece 
& Turkey 
Sept 2 - 12, 2019 

November 8 - 21, 2019 

Book NOW: (847) 759-0899 
 

Email: info@mathewstour.com 

Mathews Pilgrimage Tour 
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Thomson

&
Family

New Jersey
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Tom Mundakkal FamilyBest  Compliments from

Best Wishes from
Paul Mathai

& Family 
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Jose Malayil & FamilyBest  Compliments from

Best Wishes from
Jacob Mathew

& Family
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Best Wishes from
Jomon John

& Family

Johnson & Beena Kannookaden Family

Best Compliments from
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Joshy Varghese & Family

James Kallarackal & Family

Best Compliments from

Best Compliments from
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Joseph & Dela Njaralkkattu Family

Sebastian Tom & Family

Best Compliments from

Best Compliments from



260

Vincent Thomas & Family

Best Compliments from

https://www.SyroMatch.com
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Sunil & Prema/Michael & Angela

Best Compliments from Sunil Kurian & Family

Best 
Compliments 

from 
Jacob Joseph

Mampoothrayil
& Family

Best Wishes from
Joseph Vaniapillil

& Family

Abraham Augustine & Family

Saji, Molly, Alvin Paul Chennoth Family

Best Compliments from

Best Compliments fromBest Compliments from
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Bency & Bindu Family Babu Perumpail & Family

Best Compliments from Best Compliments from

Best Wishes from
Binny Joseph

&Family

Best Wishes from
Antony Luke

& Family

Jacob Alapurath & Family

Best Compliments from
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Best Compliments from

Alexander Kudakkachira & Family
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Best Compliments from

Giby Parakal & Family
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DAY 1
THURSDAY, AUGUST 1ST

VISHUDHA QURBANA
3:45 PM

HILTON LANIER GRAND BALLROOM

3:45 PM

5:30 PM DINNER
5:30 PM - 7:30 PM

GRB GRAND BALLROOM A/B/C

ARISE: INAUGURAL CEREMONY
6:45 PM

HILTON LANIER GRAND BALLROOM
Inauguration ceremony followed by a taste of Texan hospitality. Exuberant talent under the direction 

of Fr. Thumbechirayil.  Cannot be missed!

ALL

ALL

ALL

6:45 PM

10:00 PM SOCIAL MIXERS
10:00 PM

HILTON LANIER 
GRAND BALLROOM

HILTON BOA
A/B/C

HILTON BOA 
D/E/F

HILTON 
335

Socialize! Enjoy the activities, greet old friends, 
make new ones, and have fun!

11:45 PM CONCLUDING PRAYER
11:45 PM

ALL ROOMS
A short Night Prayer in the room that you are in ALL

Common Events          |  Adults         |  Couples         |  Young Adults         |  College         |  High SchoolALL A C YA YC YH

SNACKS + COFFEE/TEA
2:30 PM - 4:00 PM

GRB GRAND BALLROOM A/B/C

2:30 PM
ALL

A YA YC YH

LEGEND

A RISE 
“THEY WILL SOAR LIKE ON EAGLE’S WINGS; THEY WILL RUN AND NOT GROW 

WEARY, THEY WILL WALK AND NOT BE FAINT.”
ISAIAH 40:31

DAY 1 - THURSDAY 
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DAY 2
FRIDAY, AUGUST 2ND

SHINE OUT
“BE A LIGHT ON A LAMP STAND.”

MATTHEW 5:16

CONFESSION
6:00 AM - 6:45 AM

HILTON 328 & HILTON 329

6:00 AM BREAKFAST
6:00 AM - 8:00 AM

GRB GRAND BALLROOM A/B/C
Eat quick, procession will  start at 7:15 AM sharp!

PROCESSION
7:15 AM

GRB TO HILTON
A nostalgic celebration of culture welcoming the Father and Head of our Syro Malabar church 

and the other dignitaries attending our convention with magnificent displays of art and 
tradition.

7:15 AM

Common Events          |  Adults         |  Couples         |  Young Adults         |  College         |  High SchoolALL A C YA YC YH

ROSARY & ADORATION WITH JUSTICE KURIAN JOSEPH 
6:00 AM

HILTON 335
Rosar y, reflection, and adoration with Justice Kurian Joseph. ALL

LEGEND

HOLY QURBANA
9:00 AM

HILTON LANIER GRAND BALLROOM

9:00 AM

ORDINARY PEOPLE, EXTRAORDINARY LIFE
10:45 AM

HILTON LANIER GRAND BALLROOM
These ordinary people and their extra-ordinar y lives are truly the “Light on the Lamp Stand for 

the Nations.” Let’s find out what motivated them to make the choices they did and why they 
choose to live out their lives so radically different from the “norm” that surrounds them.

10:45 AM

THE CHURCH OF THE FUTURE
CARDINAL MAR GEORGE ALENCHERRY

11:45 AM
HILTON LANIER GRAND BALLROOM

An interactive session, designed to engage ever yone and help create a vision for the future of the Syro 
Malabar church in the US. We will  be discussing various issues, including how to negotiate 

inter-generational perspectives. This session will  conclude with a keynote from his Eminence Cardinal 
Mar George Alencherr y, who will  share his vision, as a spiritual father, 

for our community and Diocese.

11:45 AM

ALL

ALL

ALL

ALL

ALL

ALL

SPECIAL SESSIONS FOR KIDS (PRE-K - 8th GRADE AFTER HOLY QURBANA) 
PRE-K - 1st GRADE: HILTON 327 | 2nd GRADE - 4th GRADE: GRB 332 B/E |  5th GRADE - 8th GRADE: GRB 332 A/D

PARENTS TO PICK-UP KIDS AFTER 7PM FROM RESPECTIVE ROOMS

DAY 2 - FRIDAY - MORNING
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CHOOSE ONE IF PLANNING TO ATTEND WITH LUNCH

12:00 PM

PLANNING FOR LIFE AFTER 60
GEORGE KOTTUKAPALLY

12:30 PM
GRB 332F

George Kottukapally speaks as a Syro Malabar Catholic living 
in the US about aging gracefully and shares practical insights 
on tackling the golden years. Join this session to learn about 

new initiatives in the diocese for seniors and join in the 
conversation by contributing your ideas as well.

THE PARENT’S GUIDE TO HOMESCHOOLING
DR. ANNILYN PURAYIDOM & LOVELY ABRAHAM

12:30 PM
GRB 332C

Thinking about homeschooling or other alternative education 
strategies? Never heard of any at all? Come learn about 

alternative education strategies, such as homeschooling, and 
their benefits and challenges. Our two speakers, both mothers of 
eight children, share their own adventures in homeschooling and 

the tips and tricks they’ve gathered 
along the way.

DYA/STAFF LEADERSHIP: CONNECTING YOUTH
AND YOUNG ADULTS ACROSS THE DIOCESE

12:30 PM
GRB 310

Join the leaders from the Diocesan Youth Apostolate and St. 
Thomas Adult Faith Formation to gather and reflect on the 
future initiatives of the diocese. Join us as we build from 

the experience of past leaders and shape the path towards 
new innovations and ideas that will  engage young people 

across the countr y and within their own individual parishes 
& missions.

SHEPHERDING A DIVIDED FLOCK: TACKLING THE 
CHALLENGES OF LEADERSHIP

MATHEW JACOB
1:00 PM - 2:45 PM

GRB 322
This is a golden opportunity for leadership training from a 

professional leadership coach and mentor. This session is for 
our priests and other leaders in the parish who are looking for 

the best ways to utilize their talents and strengths to bring 
their parishes into full  bloom. We guarantee you will  not only 
get to refresh your leadership and consensus building skills, 

but you will  also pick up some handy new skills. 

1:30 PM PARALLEL SESSIONS (SELECT ONE)

FEELING BURDENED? 
THE PRESSURES ON THE MODERN FAMILY 

MAR THOMAS THARAYIL
1:30 PM

HILTON BALLROOM OF AMERICAS D/E/F

Mar Tharayil,  an expert in mental health & illness, takes a closer 
look at the issues facing the modern family, including new 

relationship dynamics, increasing divorce rates, and the rapidly 
changing socio-cultural fabric. Come listen to a Bishop’s per-

spective and broad experience with the issues faced by today’s 
families, how to best grapple with these challenges, and how to 

become better equipped to face them head-on.

THE FEMININE GENIUS
JACKIE FRANCOIS ANGEL

1:30 PM
HILTON 335

A session that will  empower women in the church and unfold 
the unique beauty, dignity and roles that they have been 
entrusted with, not only in the Church, but in society as a 

whole. We will  dive into how to draw out the Feminine Genius, 
as St. Pope John Paul II  described it,  and how to become 

leaders and saints where you are planted.

HOW DO I FIND “THE ONE”?
TRENT HORN

1:30 PM
HILTON LANIER GRAND BALLROOM

A discussion of discerning and looking at the Catholic 
approach to finding a partner. How do you discern the right 
relationship? How do you find the middle ground between 

non-negotiables and settling? Come join us for this session 
with Catholic apologist, Trent Horn, as we delve into these 

questions and more! The interactive session this afternoon at 
4:15 complements this talk.

TRUE LOVE...HOW WILL I KNOW?
PATTY SCHNEIER 

1:30 PM
HILTON BALLROOM OF AMERICAS A/B/C

Is there a difference between infatuation and true love? Is 
every attraction I feel true love? This is a session geared 

towards teens, helping them to understand attraction, love 
at first sight, and keeping relationships holy. We will  explore 
how the path to true, healthy, loving relationships is learning 
the natural inner movements of your own emotions, and how 

to discern and master them first,  in order to know how to 
love others rightly. 

#KnowYourself ToLoveYourself

FIAT: DISCERNING THE LORD’S CALL
FR. KEVIN MUNDACKAL

1:30 PM
HILTON 328

Have you felt your heart draw to surrendering your life to the 
Lord in a radical way? Have you ever felt a call to draw closer 

to Christ and his Church in a deep and intimate way? Have 
you ever wondered what it might be like to surf while wearing 

a Friar’s robe or an Achan’s loha? If  you have at any point 
thought of, or wanted to explore what the religious life or the 
life of priesthood is about, now is the time to find out more! 

This session is for men.

Common Events          |  Adults         |  Couples         |  Young Adults         |  College         |  High SchoolALL A C YA YC YH

LEGEND

MALAYALAM ENGLISH

FIAT: DISCERNING THE LORD’S CALL
SR. JOCELYN EDATHIL SIC, MD, PHD

1:30 PM
HILTON 329

Have you felt your heart drawn to surrendering your life to the 
Lord in a radical way? Have you ever felt a call to draw closer 
to Christ as his beloved and bride? Have you ever wondered 

what it might be like to be the spouse of the perfect man and 
bridegroom? If you have at any point thought of, or wanted to 
explore what the religious or consecrated single life is about, 

now is the time to find out more! 
This session is for women.

LUNCH
12:00 PM - 2:00 PM

GRB GRAND BALLROOM A/B/C
Remember: there are parallel sessions over lunch time as noted below.

A A C

PRIESTS/ AYA YC YH

YA YC YH YC YH

YA YC YH YA YC YH

ALLA C

DAY 2 - FRIDAY - NOON



272

18

LOSING THE SPARK IN YOUR MARRIAGE?
FR. DANIEL POOVANNATHIL

5:15 PM
HILTON BALLROOM OF AMERICAS A/B/C

The Church has seen spousal love to be a mirror of the eternal love of the Trinity--a love that never grows tired 
or old, and is always bearing new life. In this session, we will  walk through a biblical reflection of the spousal 

relationship that never gets boring and explore how to grow deeper in love, in your marriage, at any age. 
Let us step up our game! Fr. Daniel’s talk is followed by adoration.

5:15 PM

CONCERT: JOHN ANGOTTI (JAMM) 
5:15 PM

HILTON LANIER GRAND BALLROOM
Come sing, pray, and join with the band to thunder the heavens with music and rejoicing. Led by 

renowned Catholic Singer/Songwriter John Angotti.

ALL

PARALLEL SESSIONS (SELECT ONE)4:00 PM
YES, WE FOUND OUR PARTNER, AND HERE’S HOW 

WE DID IT!
INFORMAL PANEL SESSION

4:00 PM
HILTON BALLROOM OF AMERICAS A/B/C

Join us to hear some real stories and discussion around find-
ing your spouse! This session includes the first-hand experi-

ences of how our surprise speakers found their better halves, 
and lessons for youth and their parents on how to handle the 

various practical issues that arise, related to finding their 
soulmate. This will  be a heavily 

interactive session, with our 
Bishops and dignitaries.

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING (NFP): WAITING ON 
GOD’S TIME

SHERIN ALEXANDER
4:00 PM
GRB 310

This session will  be focused on understanding natural family 
planning and how it contributes to remaining open to life. 
Bring all  your questions, Sherin is a PA, and can certainly 
handle it! This is usually a packed session; so first come, 

first serve.

AVOIDING CATASTROPHES IN MARRIAGE
JACKIE FRANCOIS ANGEL

4:00 PM
HILTON 335

Noticing the first signs of tension in your relationship can 
save you a world of hurt and save the relationship from 

irreparable damage. Learn how to talk about these issues 
with your spouse, how and when to resolve conflicts, and 
how to identify if  you need to seek outside help and inter-
vention. Join us to learn how to keep those little daily tiffs 

from turning into deep, unforgivable wounds, and keep your 
marriage healthy!

HOW DOES MUSIC CONTRIBUTE TO THE HOLY 
QURBANA?

FR. JOSEPH PALACKAL
4:00 PM
GRB 322

Learn more about the theory and practice of liturgical music 
from the man who arranged the music for our current Holy 

Qurbana. This session will  be focused towards 
choir members and musicians.

PARALLEL SESSIONS (SELECT ONE)

ALL

ALL >15 YRS

CHOIR/ ALL

YAC

YAC

ENGLISH

MALAYALAM

2:45 PM PARALLEL SESSIONS (SELECT ONE)
SPIRITUALLY SYRO MALABAR, SOCIALLY NOT

LIVE WITH BISHOPS & 
JUSTICE KURIAN JOSEPH

2:45 PM
HILTON LANIER GRAND BALLROOM

Let’s get to the bottom of these issues. In this session, we want 
to bring about an honest intergenerational dialogue between 
Young Adults, Parents, and our Church leadership- including 
Cardinal Mar Alencherry, Bishop Mar Pamplany, Bishop Mar 

Tharayil and Justice Kurian Joseph. Migrant communities like 
ours face several unique issues, but its members have little to 
no prior experience in facing them. This engaging session will 

help us seek out solutions. All  participants are expected to 
attend this session and the one to follow 

in this room unless you choose 
a smaller parallel session.

WHY DO WE NEED FAITH, WHEN WE HAVE 
SCIENCE?

FR. BINOY PICHALLAKKATTU
2:45 PM

HILTON BALLROOM OF AMERICAS A/B/C

“Did Adam and Eve have belly buttons?” and other faith 
questions are explored in this session. Teens can enjoy this 

session and clear their doubts about faith and its relationship 
to science. If  you are not in this session, you will  attend the 

intergenerational dialogue in the Lanier Ballroom.

>15 YRSALL YC YH

SNACKS + COFFEE/TEA
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

GRB GRAND BALLROOM A/B/C ALL

Common Events          |  Adults         |  Couples         |  Young Adults         |  College         |  High SchoolALL A C YA YC YH

LEGEND

DAY 2 - FRIDAY - AFTERNOON   
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DINNER
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

GRB GRAND BALLROOM A/B/C

7:00 PM

ALL

8:15 PM PARALLEL SESSIONS (SELECT ONE)

CULTURAL PROGRAM
8:15 PM

HILTON LANIER GRAND BALLROOM
A showcase of the many talents from across the diocese.

MASQUERADE BALL
9:00 PM 

HILTON BALLROOM OF AMERICAS D/E/F
Moonlight Masquerade Ball -  A magical night of music and dancing exclusively for +18 to 40 years

benefitting local charities which will  be present. Indian formal for ladies, black-tie optional. And, of course, the best 
mask you can find!

 Social committee reserves the right to grant entry to the participant based on dress code and personal behavior.

ALL

YA YC

Common Events          |  Adults         |  Couples         |  Young Adults         |  College         |  High SchoolALL A C YA YC YH

LEGEND

CONCLUDING PRAYER
ALL ROOMS

A short Night Prayer in the room that you are in.

FINAL 
EVENT OF 
THE DAY

7:00 PM

CHOOSE ONE IF PLANNING TO ATTEND WITH DINNER

SYROMATCH: 
SPECIAL NETWORKING FOR PARENTS

7:15 PM
GRB 310

This is a networking event for parents who are seeking 
appropriate matches for their children. Pre-registration is 

mandator y.

PRE-REGISTERED PARENTS ONLY

G.A.L.S. DINNER
7:15 PM

GRB 332C
6 years ago, the online group G.A.L.S. (Growing and Loving 

Sisters) was created with the intention of building each other 
up strong as women, and most importantly, as sisters in 

Christ. Let’s share a meal and discuss what it means to be a 
young woman at various stages of our life in 

the Syro Malabar church.

CIVIL LEADERSHIP AND 
SOCIOPOLITICAL ENGAGEMENT

ABIN KURIAKOSE
7:15 PM
GRB 322

A highly recommended session for those interested in social 
and political engagement within their local/national realities. 
Let’s come together to become a community fully engaged in 

this countr y’s civic life.

THE FUNDAMENTALS OF FINANCE MANAGEMENT 
& SAVINGS

DR. ABRAHAM MATHEW
7:15 PM

GRB 332F
The ABCs of finance management. This session will  help you 

understand, in layman’s terms, IRAs, 401Ks, 529 programs 
etc. This session is non-commercial and is not paid for or 

sponsored by any biased entity. If  you 
do not yet have a retirement account, 

you must attend.

YA YCA

ALLENGLISH ALL

DAY 2 - FRIDAY - EVENING   
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DAY 3
SATURDAY, AUGUST 3RD

YOUR LIGHT HAS COME
“THE PEOPLE WHO SIT IN DARKNESS HAVE SEEN A GREAT LIGHT.”

MATTHEW 4:16

ROSARY & ADORATION
6:00 AM

HILTON 335
Rosary and adoration with Justice Kurian Joseph.

6:00 AM BREAKFAST
6:00 AM - 8:00 AM

GRB GRAND BALLROOM A/B/C

“I HAVE SEEN THE LIGHT” THE TESTIMONY OF 
CHRISTINA ‘MOHINI’ SRINIVASAN

7:30 AM
HILTON LANIER GRAND BALLROOM

The compelling story of how actress Christina Mohini 
Srinivasan saw the Light that came.

7:30 AM

Common Events          |  Adults         |  Couples         |  Young Adults         |  College         |  High SchoolALL A C YA YC YH

MORNING MEDITATION 
6:00 AM

HILTON BALLROOM OF AMERICAS A/B/C
Directed morning meditation with Paul E. Thomas. ALL

LEGEND

HOLY QURBANA
8:00 AM

HILTON LANIER GRAND BALLROOM

8:00 AM

“YOUR LIGHT HAS COME” KEYNOTE ADDRESS
BISHOP WILLIAM WACK

10:00 AM
HILTON LANIER GRAND BALLROOM

Have you felt in recent times that the church is beginning to crumble or is losing its ground? 
Has our light shone in the darkness of our times? Listen to the charismatic 

Bishop Wack’s address as he unveils the Light for us despite
 the darkness that blinds our eyes.

10:00 AM

11:30 AM

ALL

ALL

ALL

ALL

ALL

CONFESSION
6:00 AM - 6:45 AM

HILTON 328 & HILTON 329 ALL

PARALLEL SESSIONS (SELECT ONE)

“MALE & FEMALE HE CREATED THEM”: THE CATHOLIC 
UNDERSTANDING OF GENDER AND MARRIAGE

MAR JOSEPH PAMPLANY
11:30 AM

HILTON BALLROOM OF AMERICAS A/B/C

“MALE & FEMALE HE CREATED THEM”: THE CATHOLIC 
UNDERSTANDING OF GENDER AND MARRIAGE

TRENT HORN
11:30 AM

HILTON LANIER GRAND BALLROOM

Imagine a day when your child takes you to court, because you assigned them the wrong gender at birth! 
Shocked? This hotly debated topic is making its way into not just universities and medical institutions but school 
curriculums as well.  Trent Horn (English session) and Bishop Mar Pamplany (Malayalam session) will  help us un-
ravel the Catholic understanding of human identity and personhood, and the authentic freedom it gifts to ever y 

person in society. Choose your session.

MALAYALAM ALL ENGLISH ALL

DAY 3 - SATURDAY - MORNING
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CHOOSE ONE IF PLANNING TO ATTEND WITH LUNCH

12:30 PM

FORMING A PEOPLE OF WORSHIP
MAR JOSEPH KALLUVELIL

12:45 PM
GRB 332C

A session over lunch for catechism teachers and those 
interested in the ministry of catechesis. We will  be discussing 

the mission and role of parents and Catechism teachers in 
forming a Christian community. Come, find out if  you’re

doing it right, and how you could be helping the 
church accomplish her mission.

L.E.A.D.: LEADERSHIP, 
EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT

MATHEW JACOB
12:45 PM
GRB 322 

Learn more about corporate leadership development and 
building a successful career from an international leadership 
& talent coach. A can’t-miss session for those starting off and 

building careers in the corporate world!

PARALLEL SESSIONS (SELECT ONE)

LUNCH
12:30 PM - 2:30 PM

GRB GRAND BALLROOM A/B/C
Remember : there are parallel sessions over lunch time as noted below.

OUR HEARTS ARE RESTLESS: ADDICTIONS, 
RECOVERY, AND HEALING

JITHIN GEORGE MA, LMHC
12:45 PM
GRB 332F

How can one recognize those struggling with addictions and 
help them on the road to recovery and healing? Come and 

learn how to support the healing journey of
 our suffering brothers and sisters.

SMCC MEETING
12:45 PM
GRB 310

Where are we going? - SMCC Meeting with Mar Jacob 
Angadiath and Mar Joy Alappatt.

SMCC NATIONAL COMMITTEE

1:45 PM

SMCC SUMMIT
1:45 PM - 3:00 PM

GRB 310
“When, where, and how do I support the church?” - SMCC

“LORD, I WANT TO SEE”
MAR THOMAS THARAYIL

2:00 PM
HILTON BALLROOM OF AMERICAS A/B/C

Mar Tharayil takes you on a journey, to see the Light that has 
come through the eyes of St. Thomas. Can the 

message preached by our beloved Apostle centuries ago on 
the Malabar coast still  be relevant today in the American 

context? Open the eyes of your heart, arise, and 
see the future of our church.

STRAIGHT TALK TO SPOUSES
PATTY SCHNEIER

2:00 PM
HILTON 335

How can you live out the Catholic faith as a married couple in 
today’s world? Is it  even possible to answer this call,  without 

adding to your already full  plate? In this session, we dive
into understanding the essentials of the Catholic family life 

and its mission as the church and married saints have 
understood and lived it.

#RelationshipGoalsForReal

GEN Z GUIDE TO “ADULTING”
PAUL J. KIM

2:00 PM
HILTON BALLROOM OF AMERICAS D/E/F

How does one make good friends? Is it humanly possible 
to balance school, family, a social life, extracurriculars, 

relationships, and be a faithful Catholic? Will  I  ever pay off 
my student loans? Will  I  be a sleepless zombie forever? Paul J. 

Kim provides insight into preparing for college as a Catholic 
and much more. PS: He probably can’t really help you with 

that last question though 
(but we recommend lots of coffee? #HangInThere)

PARALLEL SESSIONS (SELECT ONE)3:00 PM

DODGEBALL TOURNAMENT
3:00 PM - 6:45 PM

GRB 3RD FLOOR GYM
Throw, catch, or get out of the way. Dare to Dodge! Pre-registration mandatory to play.

THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES: REFLECTIONS ON THE 
FUTURE

DR. JAISY A. JOSEPH
3:15 PM

HILTON 335
In India, we are considered American and in America we are 
considered Indian. This lack of belonging haunts us in every 

stage of life. What does it mean, then, to make this Church our 
home? As American-born faithful, how do we create a space 
for our voice? Let’s discuss possible solutions to real issues 
that we face! This session will  energize anyone who attends 

and dares to visualize a glorious future for our church.

THE QURBANA EXPLAINED
FR. RAJEEV VALIYAVEETTIL

3:15 PM
HILTON 328

Key Parts of our Qurbana Explained - Ever wondered why we 
celebrate our liturgy differently from the Roman Catholic 

church? Do you have questions about the Holy Qurbana? In 
this session, one of our newly ordained priests, Fr. Rajeev 

Valiyaveettil,  will  dissect and explain our Holy Qurbana and 
its unique beauty & significance within 

the universal Catholic Church.

SMELLS LIKE TEEN SPIRIT: A GUIDE TO RAISING 
TEENS

DR. ABRAHAM MATHEW
3:15 PM

HILTON BALLROOM OF AMERICAS D/E/F
Do you come home everyday to a brewing rebellion? Whatever 
happened to that sweet little child who listened to everything 

you said? Come and learn how to tame your teens and 
building lasting friendships with them. Dr. Mathew will  be 

sharing practical insights, from his first-hand experience of 
being a father of 8 kids

 (and 5 teens so far!)

WHY SHOULD I BE CATHOLIC?
TRENT HORN

2:00 PM
HILTON LANIER GRAND BALLROOM

Do we need religion, if  we can live good lives? Why pick 
Catholicism out of the plethora of religions out there? What is 
Catholicism? And why do Catholics believe what they believe? 

Come join us as we delve into these
 questions and more!

SOMEBODY TO LEAN ON: THE MANY FACETS OF 
MENTAL HEALTH & MENTAL ILLNESS

JITHIN GEORGE MA, LMHC
3:15 PM

HILTON LANIER GRAND BALLROOM
In this session, Jithin George throws light on how to identify 
mental illnesses and how to approach mental health issues, 
especially within the unique context of our community. Join 
us to learn how to build up those in our families or commu-

nities who might be struggling with mental health issues and 
need someone to lean on. Together we can help build the road 

to health and wellbeing.

ALL

TEACHERS
ALL

ALL

ALL

MALAYALAM ALL ENGLISH ALL

C YH

YA YC YH

YA YC YH ENGLISH ALL

ENGLISH ALL A C

DAY 3 - SATURDAY - NOON

ALL
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3:00 PM PARALLEL SESSIONS (SELECT ONE)

FOLLOW ME: ANSWERING THE CALL TO LEADERSHIP
MATHEW JACOB

3:15 PM
HILTON 329

 

As we envision the future of our church for the next decade, 
leadership roles can be great places for providing service and 

stewardship to your parish/diocesan community. Mathew Jacob, 
a professional executive coach, will  help you identify your 

strengths and improve your skills.

Limited to 50 leaders.

THE JOURNEY FROM BROKEN PLATES TO 
EQUALLY YOKED

JUSTICE KURIAN JOSEPH
3:15 PM

HILTON BALLROOM OF AMERICAS A/B/C

Disagreements within the family and between couples is 
perfectly natural. In this session, Justice Kurian Joseph 

helps us learn how Divine Grace can help couples to handle 
conflicts, address their differences, and journey towards 

becoming the helpmates God has 
called spouses to be.ALL

(CONT’D)

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SUMMIT
MAR JOSEPH KALLUVELIL

4:15 PM
HILTON 328

St. Vincent de Paul society meeting with Mar Joseph Kalluvelil.

4:15 PM

PARALLEL SESSIONS (SELECT ONE)4:45 PM
YOUR LIGHT HAS COME

FR. DANIEL POOVANNATHIL
4:45 PM

HILTON BALLROOM OF AMERICAS A/B/C

Your light has come! “This amazed everyone and they praised 
God, saying, ‘We have never seen anything like this!’” (Mark 

2:12). Attend this session with Fr. Daniel to be empowered by 
the hope and peace that the Lord brings into the darkness and 

confusion of our lives. Join us here to drink deeply from the 
wellspring that is Christ, and to be amazed by the unending 

goodness of the Lord.

PROVE IT, GOD...AND HE DID!
PATTY SCHNEIER

4:45 PM
HILTON BALLROOM OF AMERICAS D/E/F

A journey of discovery, repentance, and renewal. Patty shares 
the story of her challenge to God—and His daily response. The 

results were life-changing!

PREMIUM DINNER
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

GRB GRAND BALLROOM A/B/C
Dress to impress; business casual at minimum.

7:00 PM

ALL

CHOOSE ONE IF PLANNING TO ATTEND WITH DINNER

SYROMATCH:
SPECIAL NETWORKING FOR PARENTS

7:15 PM
GRB 310

This is a networking event for parents who are seeking 
appropriate matches for their children. Pre-registration is 

mandatory.

PRE-REGISTERED PARENTS

“OFF THE CLOCK”
PROFESSIONAL NETWORKING DINNER

6:00 PM - 9:00 PM
EVENT PLACE: CHAPMAN & KIRBY

Dinner & Networking. Insights into balancing your 
professional and personal life by Mr. Mathew Jacob.

Business Casual attire mandatory.

LIMITED SEATS & RESTRICTED TO PRE-REGISTERED MEMBERS 
23 AND ABOVE REGISTRATION IS $30 PER PERSON.A

CONCERT BY THAIKKUDAM BRIDGE
8:30 PM

HILTON LANIER GRAND BALLROOM
Enjoy the concert and recognize our sponsors.

8:30 PM

LET’S JAM!
HECTOR LEWIS

9:00 PM - 11:30 PM
HILTON BALLROOM OF AMERICAS A/B/C

Let’s Jam! Join Hector Lewis, world famous musician, & company in a bring-your-own 
instrument jam session.

PARALLEL SESSIONS (SELECT ONE)

ALL

CONCLUDING PRAYER
ALL ROOMS

A short Night Prayer in the room that you are in. ALL

FINAL 
EVENT OF 
THE DAY

Common Events          |  Adults         |  Couples         |  Young Adults         |  College         |  High SchoolALL A C YA YC YH

LEGEND

MALAYALAM ALL

ALL

MALAYALAM ALL ENGLISH ALL

CYA

YC YH

SPECIAL SESSIONS FOR KIDS (PRE-K - 8th GRADE AFTER HOLY QURBANA) 
PRE-K - 1st GRADE: HILTON 327 | 2nd GRADE - 4th GRADE: GRB 332 B/E |  5th GRADE - 8th GRADE: GRB 332 A/D

PARENTS TO PICK-UP KIDS AFTER 7PM FROM RESPECTIVE ROOMS

SNACKS + COFFEE
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM

GRB GRAND BALLROOM A/B/C

4:00 PM
ALL

DAY 3 - SATURDAY - EVENING
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DAY 4
SUNDAY, AUGUST 4TH

TRAVELERS’ QURBANA
6:15 AM

HILTON LANIER GRAND BALLROOM
Early Travelers’ Qurbana in case you have to catch an earlier flight.

6:15 AM

ALL

7:30 AM

BREAKFAST
6:00 AM - 8:00 AM

GRB GRAND BALLROOM A/B/C

6:00 AM
ALL

TH E GLORY OF THE LORD IS  SHINING ON YOU 
“AND THE CITY HAS NO NEED FOR SUN OR MOON TO SHINE ON IT, BECAUSE THE

GLORY OF GOD ILLUMINATES THE CITY, AND THE LAMB IS ITS LAMP.”
REVELATIONS 21:23

VISHUDHA QURBANA
8:00 AM

HILTON LANIER GRAND BALLROOM ALL

SAPRA
7:30 AM

HILTON LANIER GRAND BALLROOM
Morning Liturgy of the hours: Prayer with the entire church.

ALL

8:00 AM

11:00 AM FAREWELL & CHECK OUT

DAY 4 - SUNDAY
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KIDS & JUNIOR EVENTS

STORYTELLING - ARISE & SHINE
11:30 AM

ACTIVITY 
11:00 AM

ACTIVITY
1:30 PM

LUNCH BREAK
12:30 PM

KIDS & JUNIOR EVENTS  |  FRIDAY & SATURDAY

PRE-K TO GRADE 1 GRADE 2ND TO 5TH GRADE 6TH TO 8TH

TALK - WAY OF ST. THOMAS WAY OF 
HOLINESS

2:00 PM

MOVIE/VIDEO
2:30 PM

SNACK BREAK
3:00 PM

GAME: SIMON SAYS
3:30 PM

STORYTELLING: HISTORY OF 
ST. THOMAS

4:00 PM

BEING WITH JESUS AND SAINTS
5:30 PM

ACTIVITIES
6:00 PM

ARISE & SHINE - SR. AGNES
11:30 AM

ICE BREAKER
11:00 AM

ACTIVITY
1:15 PM

LUNCH BREAK
12:30 PM

WAY OF ST. THOMAS, WAY OF 
HOLINESS - SR. JOCELYN

1:45 PM

ACTIVITY
2:30 PM

RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD - 
JOHN PAUL

3:15 PM

SNACK AND ACTIVITIES
4:00 PM

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE - 
JOHN PAUL

5:00 PM

ADORATION
5:45 PM

GROUP ACTIVITY
6:15 PM

PARENT PICK UP
7:00 PM

ARISE & SHINE - JOHN PAUL
11:30 AM

ICE BREAKER
11:00 AM

SCRAPBOOKING
1:00 PM

LUNCH BREAK
12:30 PM

OBEYING PARENTS MADE EASY - JOHN 
PAUL

1:45 PM

BREAK
2:45 PM

RISE ABOVE THE PRESSURE - 
PATTY SCHINER

3:15 PM

SNACKS & ACTIVITES
4:00 PM

WHY DO WE NEED TO GO TO 
MALAYALAM CHURCH - SR. JOCELYN

5:00 PM

GROUP ACTIVITY 
6:00 PM

PARENT PICK UP
7:00 PM

PARENT PICK UP
7:00 PM

STORYTELLING
11:30 AM

ACTIVITY 
11:00 AM

ACTIVITY
1:30 PM

LUNCH BREAK
12:30 PM

PRE-K TO GRADE 1 GRADE 2ND TO 5TH GRADE 6TH TO 8TH

STORYTELLING
2:00 PM

HOW TO DEAL, WHEN BEING COMPARED 
WITH OTHERS – ANI GONZALEZ

11:30 AM

ICE BREAKER
11:00 AM

WALKING WITH GOD - JOHN PAUL
2:00 PM

LUNCH BREAK
12:30 PM

PLAYING WITH GOD - JOHN PAUL
3:15 PM

RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD/ WHAT KEEPS 
US FROM PUTTING GOD FIRST - JOHN 

PAUL
11:30 AM

ICE BREAKER
11:00 AM

FINISH SCRAPBOOKING
1:15 PM

LUNCH BREAK
12:30 PM

WELCOME TO TEEN-AGE - JACKIE 
FRANCOIS ANGEL

2:00 PM
DIVINE MERCY

2:45 PM

SMALL TALK
3:00 PM

SNACKS & ACTIVITIES
3:30 PM

ACTION SONG
4:30 PM

CREATIVE ACTIVITY 
5:00 PM

PARENT PICK UP
7:00 PM

SNACK AND ACTIVITIES 
4:00 PM

EXCERISING WITH GOD - JOHN PAUL
5:00 PM

ADORATION
5:45 PM

ACTIVITY
6:15 PM

PARENT PICK UP
7:00 PM

DOUBLE TAP TO LIKE THIS TALK -
PAUL J. KIM

3:15 PM

SNACKS & ACTIVITIES
4:00 PM

MEANT TO LIVE FOR MORE - PAUL J. KIM
5:00 PM

PRAISE & WORSHIP/ADORATION - PAUL 
J. KIM

6:15 PM

PARENT PICK UP
7:00 PM

FRIDAY, AUGUST 2ND

SATURDAY, AUGUST 3RD
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BRINGING PLASTICS TO 

chemplastinc.com 
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